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welcome  to  its  faithful  inhabitants."  At  length  on  the  11th  of 
January,  1669,  the  Brief  of  his  appointment  was  expedited  from 
Kome,  and  on  account  of  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the  times,  the 
Faculty  was  granted  him  to  receive  the  Episcopal  consecration  at  the 
hands  of  any  of  the  Catholic  Bishops  of  Belgium  or  Ireland.  Six 
months  passed,  however,  before  a  favourable  opportunity  came,  but 
at  length  on  the  11th  o?  August,  1669,  he  was  consecrated  in  Dublin 
by  the  Eight  Eev.  Patrick  Plunket,  who  had  just  before  been  trans, 
lated  from  Ardagh  to  Meath,  and  the  assistants  at  his  consecration, 
also  in  virtue  of  special  faculties,  were  the  Eev.  Luke  Cowley,  Arch- 
deacon of  Ossory,  and  Eev.  James  Wesley,  Precentor  of  Dublin. 

The  prelate  thus  promoted  to  the  See  of  Ossory,  was  the  son  of 
Daniel  O'Phelan  and  Catherine,  his  wife,  and  was  connected  by  birth 
with  that  branch  of  the  O'Phelans,  whose  chief  fort  was  situated  on 
the  banks  of  the  Suir,  and  who  in  Celtic  times  had  ruled  with  regal 
sway  over  the  Decies  in  Munster.    Stanihurst  tells  us  that  Waterford 
was  within  their  territory,  and  that  they  held  the  chieftaincy  of  that 
district  so  late  as  the  time  of  the  Anglo-Norman  invasion.  Dr. 
O'Phelan's  descent  on  the  mother's  side  was  no  less  illustrious.  Her 
maiden  name  was  Catherine  O'Dullany,  and  she  was  one  of  the  dis- 
tinguished family  which  five  centuries  before  had  given  the  great 
Bishop  Felix  O'Dullany  to  the  Irish  Church  and  to  the  See  of  Ossory. 
It  seems  probable,  however,  that  it  was  only  in  the  lifetime  of  the 
grandfather  of  our  Prelate,  towards  the  close  of  EHzabeth's  or  the 
beginning  of  James  the  First's  reign  that  this  family  assumed  the 
name  of  O'Phelan.    They  were  in  reality  the  Uneal  desoendants  of  the 
Mac  Gillapatricks,  the  old  chieftains  of  Ossory,  but  as  the  sword  of 
persecution  dealt  mercilessly  throughout  the  16th  century  with  all 
that  were  known  to  belong  to  that  princely  race,  they  deemed  it 
prudent  to  assume  the  name  o£  their  kinsmen,  the  O'Phelans,  whilst 
however  they  at  the  same  time  retained  the  escutcheon  of  the  Mac 
Gillapatricks.    This  fact  is  recorded  by  Lynch  in  his  MS.  History,  on 
the  testimony  of  a  friend,  whose  authority  he  does  not  venture  to 
impeach:  "Nuperrime  cujusdam  amici  me  litterse  certiorem  fecerunt 
hujus  Jacobi  avum  Fitzpatricii  sive  Magillapatricii  cognomen  tulisse 
quse  familia  principatum  olim  in  Ossoria  tenuit  et  nunc  etiam  in 
honore  magno  versatur,  et  bello  in  patria  sseviente  ut  periculum  quod 
capiti  suo  impendebat  declinaret,  ascititium  Foellani  coUactanei  sui 
cognomen  sed  majorum  insignia  retinentem  assumpsisse." 
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James  O'Phelan  was  born  in  Kilkenny  in  tlie  year  1621.  Under 
the  guidance  of  the  Bishop,  David  Eothe,  he  was  enabled  to  pursue 
his  course  of  sacred  studies  in  his  native  city.  Being  distinguished 
alike  by  his  piety  and  his  gentleness  he  was,  by  special  privilege  from 
the  Holy  See,  promoted  to  the  Priesthood  in  his  23rd  year,  in  the 
month  of  March,  1644,  and  soon  after  by  BrieE  of  Pope  Innocent  the 
Tenth  he  received  a  parochial  benefice  in  the  city  of  Kilkenny.  In 
1648,  being  appointed  Chancellor  of  St.  Canice's  Cathedral,  he  rebuilt 
the  Chancellor's  house  which,  through  the  carelessness  of  the  former 
Protestant  occupants,  had  been  allowed  to  fall  into  decay.  Amid  the 
dissensions  which  distracted  the  country  in  1648  and  the  following 
years,  he  took  his  stand  by  the  Nuncio  Rinuccini  and  strenuously 
upheld  his  authority.  A  short  letter  written  to  him  from  Gal  way  by 
the  Nuncio  on  the  24th  of  June,  1648,  commending  his  devoted  zeal 
in  the  cause  of  religion,  may  be  seen  in  the  first  volume  of  "  Spicilegium 
Ossoriense,"  pag.  421.  On  the  death  of  Thomas  Eothe,  in  1649,  he 
was  appointed  by  the  Holy  See,  Dean  of  Ossory,  a  post  of  Dignity 
which,  without  its  emoluments,  he  continued  to  hold  for  twenty  years, 
till  he  was  promoted  to  the  Episcopate  in  the  year  1669.  Three  times  he 
was  thrown  into  prison  immediately  after  the  surrender  of  the  City  of 
Kilkenny  to  the  Puritan  troops.  At  length  he  sought  a  refuge  in  Gal- 
way,  and  it  is  particularly  recorded  in  his  praise  that  being  a  skilful 
musician  he,  during  his  stay  in  that  city,  on  the  more  solemn  festival 
days  presided  at  the  organ  in  St.  Nicholas's  cathedral.  When  Galway, 
the  last  stronghold  oi  the  confederates  in  the  west,  fell  into  the  enemy's 
hands,  he,  with  several  of  the  clergy,  was  sent  into  exile.  He 
accordingly  proceeded  to  Paris,  and  there  applied  himself  anew  to  the 
various  branches  of  Philosophy  and  Theology,  and  further  pursued  the 
course  of  Canon  Law,  whilst  at  the  same  time  he  gave  lessons  to  the 
young  Irish  Levites  of  that  capital  in  Sacred  Chaunt,  and  also 
frequently  addressed  them  in  the  Religious  Conferences,  which  were 
at  this  time  carried  on  with  the  happiest  results  under  the  auspices 
of  St.  Vincent  de  Paul.  In  the  month  of  April,  1656,  he  writes  from 
Paris  to  the  Secretary  of  Propaganda,  intimating  his  resolve  to  proceed 
in  the  month  of  August  to  the  mission  in  Ireland,  and  requesting  that 
the  most  ample  faculties  would  be  granted  him  for  this  purpose : 
"the  report  that  has  reached  us  of  the  oath  of  abjuration"  (he 
writes)  "  has  occasioned  some  shame  and  alarm ;  but  we  must  brave 
the  danger,  as  well  that  we  may  recall  to  their  duty  those  who  have 
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taken  the  oath,  as  that  we  maj  bring  strength  and  consolation  to 
the  others,  who,  without  doubt,  will  suffer  exile  and  penury  sooner 
than  lose  their  faith.    The  good  Shepherd  lays  down  his  life  for  his 
flock,  and  as  regards  myself,  I  protest  before  heaven,  that  it  was  not 
any  solicitude  for  my  own  safety  that  induced  me  to  quit  the  King- 
dom, but  the  manifest  danger  that  threatened  those  who  would  shelter 
me,  nor  do  I  hold  in  esteem  this  transitory  life  in  comparison  with 
the  death  which  is  endured  that  faithful  souls  may  live  eternally." 
He  was  to  be  accompanied  to  Ireland  by  Eev.  Nicholas  O'Hea,  Pre- 
centor of  Emly,  who  had  just  then  been  appointed  Yicar  Apostolic  of 
that  Diocese.    For  himself  and  his  companion  he  solicits  the  charitable 
aid  of  the  S,  Congregation  :  "  We  have  many  things  to  purchase,  (he 
writes)  such  as  secular  dress,  periwigs,  and  other  such  things ;  then 
the  journey  through  London  is  a  long  and  dangerous  one  ;  and  there 
we  must  secure  the  patronage  of  some  merchant  or  other  respectable 
person,  through  whose  kind  offices  we  may  be  sheltered  hereafter ; 
when  we  reach  Ireland  we  must  lodge  by  night  in  the  houses  of  the 
heretics,  lest  perchance  we  should  be  arrested  in  the  bouses  of  the 
faithful,  and  be  transported  to  those  most  distant  islands,  called  the 
Barbadoes,  whither  many  of  our  countrymen  have  been  already  sent ; 
and  moreover,  it  will  behoove  us  to  live  at  our  own  expense,  so  wide- 
spread is  the  poverty  and  misery  of  our  people."    He  adds  that  one 
Priest  thus  well  equipped  for  the  mission  in  Ireland  would  be  more 
useful  than  a  dozen  who  are  unprovided  with  what  is  necessary  for 
them,  and  consequently  expose  themselves  and  their  friends  to  the 
greatest  risks  and  dangers.    He  remarks  in  fine  that  it  would  be  far 
more  expedient,  till  the  ferment  of  the  persecution  shall  have  sub- 
sided, to  privately  promote  to  holy  Orders  young  men  living  in 
Ireland  whose  faces  are  familiar  to  the  heretics  around  them,  for  the 
Priests  who  are  strangers  are  more  readily  discovered  ;  and  for  this 
purpose  he  suggests  that  at  least  two  active  Eishops  would  be 
appointed,  for,  those  who  still  survived  from  the  Confederation  period 
were  weighed  down  by  years  and  infirmities.    (See  the  original  letter 
in  Spicilegium  Ossoriense,  vol.  1,  page  420.)     We  meet  with  Dr. 
O'Phelan  again  in  France  in  1659.     He  had  then  taken  out  his 
degree  as  Doctor  in  the  Faculty  of  Theology  at  Eheims,  and  a  special 
Brief  was  forwarded  to  him  from  Rome  commissioning  him  as 
Missionary  Apostolic  to  return  to  Ireland  to  pursue  his  Apostolic 
labours  among  the  afflicted  faithful  of  Ossory.    He  resided  for  some 
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months  in  London  as  Chaplain  to  the  Baron  de  Bataville,  Ambassador 
from  France  at  the  Enghsh  Court,  but  quitted  that  post  in  1661  to 
accompany  the  Hon.  Eichard  Butler,  brother  of  Lord  Ormond,  who 
now  returned  to  his  family  mansion,  and  Dr.  O'Phelan  continued  to 
reside  at  Kilcash,  whilst  he  devoted  himself  in  season  and  out  of  season 
to  console  the  suffering  flock  of  Christ  in  the  adjoining  districts.  It  was 
during  his  stay  there  that  he  was  appointed  Prothonotary  Apostolic 
by  the  Holy  See,  and  further  in  1666  he  received  the  pastoral  charge 
of  Callan,  and  as  Lynch,  in  his  MS.  History  attests,  he  was  at  the 
same  time  intrusted  with  the  care  of  the  two  neighbouring  parishes  in 
the  Diocese  of  Waterford  and  Lismore,  and  discharged  all  his  arduous 
duties  with  the  most  devoted  zeal :  "  Pastoris  munus  in  duabus  Lis- 
morensis  Dioeceseos  parrochiis,  messis  enim  multa  et  operarii  pauci  erant, 
obire  non  detractavit :  quo  officio  tarn  accurate  functus  est,  ut  rudiores 
ad  Catechismi  cognitionem  familiaribus  colloquiis  adducere  et  arentia 
corda  divini  verbi  imbribus  facundise  sapore  conditis  perfundere 
consueverit."  Even  after  his  consecration,  Dr.  O'Phelan  continued 
for  some  time  to  reside  at  Kilcash  ;  he  frequently  held  the  ordinations 
there,  and  at  Garryricken,  and  his  library  remained  at  ihis  latter 
mansion  of  the  Butlers  after  his  death.  And  speaking  of  his 
library,  I  may  remark  that  some  of  his  books  are  still  found 
seattered  through  the  Diocese.  A  few  months  ago  the  Diocesan 
Library  received  from  the  executor  of  Very  Eev.  Dr.  Walsh,  the  late 
P.P.  of  Slieverue,  a  folio  volume  containing  the  latter  part  of  Tirini's 
Commentary  on  the  Old  Testament.  It  bears  on  the  title-page  the 
inscription  written  by  the  Bishop  :  "  Ex  libris  Jacobi  Phelan  Episcopi 
Ossoriensis,"  and  underneath  in  the  same  hand  is  added  the  distich : 

"  Ossoria3  Prsesul  Jacobus  nomine  Phelan 
Hie  cujus  liber  est,  incolat  astra  poll." 

A  paper  in  the  Propaganda  Archives  without  date,  but  apparently 
written  in  1666,  registers  the  following  names  of  persons  eligible  for 
the  vacant  Sees  in  Ireland  : 

"  James  Lynch,  a  native  of  Galway,  of  noble  birth :  he  studied  at 
Salamanca,  and  received  the  Laurea  there.  He  has  been  Parish- 
Priest  in  G-alway  for  many  years,  where  he  has  laboured  with  abun* 
dant  fruit,  instructing  the  children  in  the  truths  of  faith,  preaching 
•  the  Word  of  God,  and  discharging  all  the  duties  of  missionary,  to  the 
great  consolation  of  the  faithful ;  he  is  a  grave  and  prudent  man,  of 
more  than  ordinary  learning,  of  an  exemplary  life,  experienced  in 
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treating  of  public  matters,  even  of  tlie  greatest  importance,  esteemed 
by  the  Catholics,  and  not  disliked  by  our  adversaries,  on  account  of 
his  prudence  and  culture. 

"  James  Phelan,  aged  45  years,  of  the  Diocese  of  Ossory  ;  he  was 
held  in  high  esteem  by  Monsignor  Einuccini  and  by  Father  Scarampi, 
and  his  labours  are  most  fruitful  in  Ireland. 

"  John  O'Mollony,  of  whom  the  Archbishop  of  Armagh  writes 
that  he  is  *  a  man  full  of  zeal,  a  great  champion  of  the  rights  of  the 
Apostolic  See,'  and  that  he  reconciled  to  the  Church  the  Earl  of 
luchiquin  and  his  three  sons." 

On  the  same  day  that  Dr.  Phelan  was  appointed  to  Ossory  (the 
llth  of  January,  old  style),  the  above  Dr.  Lynch  was  appointed  to 
Tuam,  and  with  them  were  preconized  Dr.  Talbot  and  Dr.  Burgatt 
for  the  Archiepiscopal  Sees  of  Dublin  and  Cashel.  A  few  years  later 
Dr.  O'Mollony  was  appointed  to  the  See  of  Killaloe,  from  which  he 
was  subsequently  translated  to  Limerick. 

It  was  whilst  residing  at  Kilcash  that  Dr.  Phelan  discharged  the 
duties  of  Chaplain  to  Lady  Mary  Plunkett  of  the  noble  house  of 
Fingall.  Dr.  Oliver  Plunkett,  the  illustrious  Primate-Martyr  of 
Armagh,  in  a  paper  presented  to  Propaganda  in  July,  1669,  takes 
occasion  to  convey  his  thanks  to  the  S.  Congregation,  among  other 
things,  for  promoting  to  the  See  of  Ossory,  Dr.  James  Phelan,  "  actual 
Chaplain  of  the  Lady  Mary  Plunkett,  niece  of  the  Bishop  of  Meath.' 
(Memoir  &c.,  page  86.)  This  Lady  Mary  Plunkett  was  daughter  of  the 
first  Earl  of  Fingall,  and  was  married  to  the  son  of  the  Hon. 
Eichard  Butler,  of  Kilcash.  In  another  of  his  letters.  Dr.  Oliver 
Plunkett  writes  that  Patrick  Plunkett,  Bishop  of  Meath,  had  enjoyed 
for  several  years  a  sort  of  toleration,  even  in  times  of  persecution, 
"his  nephew  being  married  to  the  niece  of  the  Duke  of  Ormonde,  our 
Viceroy,  and  vice  versa,  one  of  his  nieces  having  for  her  husband  the 
nephew  of  the  Viceroy."    (Ibid,  page  161.) 

Dr.  O'Phelan,  when  transmitting  his  Profession  of  Faith  to  Eome, 
addressed  the  following  letter  to  the  Cardinal  Prefect  of  Propaganda : 

"  Your  letters  were  most  acceptable,  although  they  conveyed  to 
me  the  intimation  which  may  imperil  both  body  and  soul,  that  His 
Holiness  has  imposed  on  me  the  Episcopate  of  Ossory,  a  burden 
truly  formidable  to  the  Angels  themselves.  Sublime  indeed  is 
the  dignity,  but  terrible  the  responsibility,  especially  in  this 
country,  where  Catholics  have  to  be  strengthened,  heretics  to  be 
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reconciled,  schismatics  to  be  reformed,  and  those  not  yet  baptised  to 
be  led  to  the  fold  of  Christ;  although  it  is  not  for  ns  to  judge  of 
those  who  belong  not  to  us.    Unless  he  who  has  built  his  house  upon 
the  rock,  against  which  the  gates  of  hell  shall  not  prevail,  had  turned 
to  us ;  unless  he  who  had  prayed  for  Peter  that  his  faith  would  not 
fail,  and  commanded  him,  that  being  converted,  he  would  strengthen 
his  brethern,  had  looked  with  eyes  of  mercy  upon  us,  we  should  have 
been  like  to  Sodom,  like  to  Gomorrha.    It  is  the  mercy  of  the  Lord  \ 
that  we  are  not  consumed,  for  His  mercies  have  not  failed  us.  Our 
Saviour,  who  stood  by  St.  Peter  walking  on  the  waves,  and  freed  his 
co-apostle  St.  Paul  from  the  depths  of  the  abyss,  appears  now  to  be 
pleased  to  free  from  the  lion's  mouth  His  flock,  for  whom  we  trust 
He  holds  prepared  the  kingdom  of  heaven.    Seeing  that  the  harvest 
was  great,  and  the  workmen  few,  he  has  sent  labourers,  the  head- 
labourers,  I  mean,  of  Dublin,  Cashel,  and  Tuam  into  the  vineyard, 
and  He  has  mercifully  added  me  as  a  fourth,  the  least  of  Bishops, 
who  am  not  worthy  to  be  called  a  Bishop.    May  He,  to  whom  nothing 
is  impossible,  who  makes  the  dumb  to  speak  and  the  deaf  to  hear,  who 
perfects  His  praise  upon  the  lips  of  the  infants  and  the  little  ones, 
and  who  from  the  stones  can  raise  up  a  seed  to  Abraham,  bestow  His 
blessing  that  the  ministry  intrusted  to  me  and  to  them,  may  lead  to 
edification,  and  not  to  destruction,  and  may  bear  fruit  in  justice  and 
in  patience,  which  here  indeed  is  necessary  for  us  where  there  is  no 
temporal  emolument,  but  a  great  deal  of  difficulty  and  danger.  But 
the  disciple  is  not  to  be  above  His  Master,  as  they  persecuted  Him, 
they  will  persecute  us  ;  let  Him  here  wound,  here  burn,  only  let  Him 
spare  us  for  eternity.    By  the  grace  of  God  we  are  what  we  are,  and 
may  His  grace  henceforth  not  be  given  to  us  in  vain,  and  with  the 
grace  of  God  is  linked  the  favour  of  the  Apostolic  See  which  has  made 
us  ministers  of  Christ  ;  and  would  that  I  could  say  imitators  and 
successors  ot  the;  Apostles.    For  so  many  favours  I  am  grateful 
beyond  measure,  and  the  Clergy  of  the  diocese  unite  with  me  in  ^ 
returning  thanks  to  His  Holiness,  who  has  exalted  me,  though  un. 
worthy,  to  so  great  a  dignity."    (See  the  original  text  in  Spicilegium 
Ossoriense,  vol.  1,  page  493.) 

A  fortnight  after  his  consecration,  on  the  16th-26th  of  August,  a 
Diocesan  Synod  was  duly  held  in  Kilkenny,  and  the  clergy  being  thus 
assembled,  took  occasion  to  address  to  the  S.  Congregation  of  Pro- 
paganda, a  letter  expressive  of  their  thanks  for  granting  a  Bishop  to 
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their  Diocese  and  for  bestowing  on  them  so  worthy  a  Prelate  :  "  The 
whole  church  of  Ossory,  they  say,  for  almost  twenty  years  widowed 
of  its  orthodox  Pastor,  and  most  cruelly  persecuted  and  smitten  by  the 
wolves  who  sought  to  lead  away,  and  scatter  and  slaughter  the  sheep 
of  Christ,  was  all  that  time  in  affliction  and  mourning,  but  now  its 
sadness  has  been  turned  into  joy  since  His  Holiness  has  exalted  to  the 
Episcopal  rank  the  Rev.  James  Phelan,  a  most  learned  Doctor  of 
Theology  in  the  University  of  Eheims  and  a  most  eloquent  preacher 
of  God's  word."  They  then  set  forth  the  various  duties  which  he  had 
hitherto  faithfully  discharged,  and  they  thank  the  Holy  Father  for 
giving  to  them  a  Bishop,  "  a  native  of  their  own  city,  the  son  of 
devout  and  respectable  parents,  remarkable  alike  for  his  learning, 
prudence,  and  piety,  of  grave  demeanour  and  of  exemplary  life,  and 
adorned  with  all  the  other  virtues  and  qualities  required  by  the 
canons."  The  Church  of  Ossory  (they  thus  conclude)  "  will  joyfully 
receive  him  and  will  hear  his  voice,  and  follow  him  when  he  calls  his 
own  sheep  by  name  and  leads  them  :"  and  they  pray  the  Cardinal 
Prefect  of  the  S.  Congregation  to  intimate  these  their  sentiments  to 
His  Holiness,  and  to  thank  him  in  their  name  for  the  favour  he  had 
conferred  on  the  Diocese  of  Ossory. 

The  signatures  attached  to  the  letter  are  particular y  important, 
for  they  embrace  all  the  secular  clergy  then  engaged  on  the  mission  in 
the  Diocese  of  Ossory,  and  serve  as  an  authentic  record  of  the  names 
of  those  who,  at  this  momentous  crisis  of  the  Irish  Church,  devoted 
their  energies  and  their  lives  to  preserve  the  faith  of  our  Fathers. 
They  are  as  follows  : — 

Joannes  Morisius,  Cantor  Ossoriensis. 

Nicolaus  Eothus,  Thesaurarius  Dioec.  Ossorien. 

Thadseus  Brohy,  Pra£eb.  de  Aghure,  et  Vic.  Foraneus  de  Callan. 

Nicolaus  Tae,  Prceb.  de  Blackrath. 

Philippus  Purcell,  Eector  B.  M.  de  Eossconnell  et  Pr^ebend.  de 
Mayne. 

Paulus  de  Naase,  Canonicus  Kilkenniensis. 

Stephanus  Geraldinus,  Prseb.  de  Clonamery. 

Petrus  Walsh,  Prseb.  de  Killamury. 

Philippus  Walsh,  Prseb.  de  Kilmanagh. 

Petrus  Purcell,  Pastor  Ecclesise  S.  Joannis  de  Kilkennia. 

Gulielmus  Swayne,  Eector  Ecclesiae  B.  M.  de  Goran. 

Lucas  Cowlseus,  Archidiac.  Ossorien.   Protonotarius  Apostolicus, 
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Richardus  Casee,  Vic.  Foran.  de  Aghowre. 

Thadseus  Dullany,  presbyter. 

Thomas  Moore,  Vic.  Foran.  de  Aghaboe. 

Dermitius  Freynj,  Vicarius  de  Castlecomer. 

Edwardus  Molloy,  pastor  EcclesisB  de  Atbamacart  (Durrow). 

Lucas  Archer,  Vicarius  B.  Marise  de  Kilkenny. 

Joannes  Eoche,  Sacerdos. 

Jacobus  Kavanagh,  parochus  S.  Canici,  Kilkennise. 
Adam  Shee,  Vicarius  de  Urlingford. 

Marcus  Eothe,  Parochus  Ecclesiae  Sanctorum  omnium  de 
Newtowne. 

Jacobus  Valesius,  Parochus  Ecelesise  S.  Patricii  de  Kilkenny, 
necnon  Eector  B,  Marise  de  Inshiologhan. 

Nicolaus  Dobin,  Vic.  For.  decanatus  de  Claragh. 
Theobald  Archer,  Vic.  B.  Marias  de  Eosbercon. 
Joannes  Graunt,  Vic.  de  Fiddoune. 
Patritius  Archer,  presbyter. 

Mauritius  Phelan,  pastor  ecclesise  Sancti  Columbse  (Glenmore). 

Joannes  Dowling,  rector  de  Kiemaloga,  etc. 

Dermitius  Kinan,  pastor  ecclesise  de  Scuirke. 

Dermitius  Eian,  Vicarius  de  Callan. 

Eobert  Shee,  Vicarius  de  Knocktopher, 

Edmund  Ballard,  presbyter. 

Malachias  Duigni,  pastor  Ecclesiae  S.  Cedi  (Castletown). 

One  of  the  most  striking  features  of  Dr.  O'Phelan's  episcopate  was 
the  number  of  Diocesan  Synods  which  he  convened.  Decrees  are  extant 
which  were  sanctioned  at  various  Synods  held  in  1661,  1670,  1671 
and  1672.  Again  we  find  Synods  held  in  1677,  1678,  1679,  and  1683.' 
The  object  of  these  repeated]  Synods  was  to  strengthen  the  bonds 
of  union  among  the  clergy  and  to  revive  the  spirit  of  study  and  the 
vi^or  of  ecclesiastical  discipline  necessarily  relaxed  during  the  years 
of  persecution,  whilst  the  sword  was  impending  over  the  heads  of 
the  devoted  clerg^y.  The  original  text  of  the  Decrees  of  these  various 
Synods  will  be  found  in  the  3rd  vol.  of  the  Spicilegium  Ossoriense, 
Some  of  the  enactments  bespeak  the  sad  state  of  humiliation  from 
which  the  Irish  Church  was  only  beginning  to  emerge.  For  instance  . 
"  Let  the  Priests  be  attentive  when  offering  the  Holy  Sacrifice,  not  to 
use  broken  or  soiled  or  torn  ornaments,  especially  in  the  matter  of 
the  corporals,  pallas,  purificatories,  chalices,  patenas,  and  chalice- 
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veils,  as  these  are  more  immediately  connected  with  the  most  Holy 
Sacrament."  "  No  Priest,  without  special  permission  of  the  Bishop 
or  Vicar-General,  shall  celebrate  twice  on  the  same  day  in  the  same 
city,  town,  or  village,  except  on  the  Patron-days  and  the  feasts  of  the 
dedication  of  the  Churches."  "  The  Priest  shall  not  administer  the 
Blessed  Sacrament  to  those  who  seldom  approach  it,  until  he  has 
carefully  admonished  them  of  the  Eespect  and  Humility  with  which 
they  are  to  receive  so  great  a  Sacrament,  and  of  the  awful  chastise- 
ments prepared  for  them  should  they  receive  unworthily."  "  As  we 
have  been  informed  that  one  of  our  clergy  has  frequently  offered  the 
Holy  Sacrifice  with  a  small  host,  commonly  called  the  communion- 
particle,  we  prohibit,  under  pain  of  suspension,  this  to  be  done  in 
future,  except  in  the  case  of  extreme  urgency."  The  Parish-priests, 
within  their  respective  parishes,  will  always  carry  with  them  the  holy 
oils,  as  they  may  be  required  for  the  dying  and  the  infants."  "  The 
clergy  in  the  rural  districts  shall,  on  Sundays,  recite  or  cause  to  be 
recited  in  the  vernacular  tongue,  and  in  a  distinct  and  intelligible 
manner,  the  Lord's  Prayer,  the  Hail  Mary,  the  Creed,  the  Command- 
ments of  God  and  the  Precepts  of  the  Church."  "  As  the  labourer  is 
worthy  of  his  hire  it  is  to  be  desired  that  in  addition  to  the  casual 
emoluments  received  by  the  clergy,  each  family  would  mate  an 
offering  to  the  Parish-priest  at  Easter,  should  they  be  poor  sixpence, 
should  they  be  of  the  middle  class  eightpence,  and  should  they  be 
rich  twelvepence  :  but  the  servants  who  receive  wages  will  each  give 
threepence."  "  We  command  that  if  there  be  in  the  Diocese  any 
Images  or  Statues  that  are  extravagant  or  deformed,  they  shall  not 
be  set  before  the  faithful,  they  should  rather  be  respectfully  consigned 
to  the  earth  and  others  procured  in  their  stead."  "  Each  Parish- 
priest  will  in  future  draw  up  an  account  of  all  the  remarkable  things 
that  have  occurred  in  his  parish."  "  It  is  enacted  that  Priests  when 
dying  shall,  if  possible,  leave  some  bequest  for  the  travelling  expenses 
and  support  of  the  students  who  proceed  to  the  continent  to  pursue 
their  studies." 

The  following  are  assigned  in  the  Synod  of  1674,  as  the  days  on 
which,  besides  the  Sundays,  the  faithful  were  to  abstain  from  servile 
works,  and  which  were  to  be  observed  as  holidays : 

The  Circumcision  of  our  Lord,  1st  January. 

The  Epiphany  of  our  Lord,  6th  January. 

The  Purification  of  the  B.  V.  M.,  2nd  February. 

16 
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St.  Mathias,  Apostle,  24th  or  25tli  February. 

St.  Kieran,  Bisliop,  Patron  of  the  whole  Diocese,  5th  March. 

St,  Patrick,  Apostle  of  Ireland,  l7th  March. 

St.  Joseph,  19  th  March. 

The  Annuntiation  of  the  B.  V.  M.,  25th  March. 
The  Monday  and  Tuesday  of  Easter  Week. 
St.  Philip  and  James,  Apostles,  1st  May. 

The  finding  of  the  Holy  Cross,  3rd  May.  j 
The  Ascension  of  our  Lord. 
The  Monday  and  Tuesday  of  Pentecost. 
The  Feast  of  Corpus  Christi. 
The  Nativity  of  St.  John  the  Baptist. 
SS.  Peter  and  Paul,  Apostles,  29th  June. 
St.  James,  Apostle,  25th  July. 
St.  Anne,  26th  July. 
St.  Lawrence,  Martyr,  10th  August. 
The  Assumption  of  the  B.  V.  M.,  15th  August. 
•  St.  Bartholomew,  Apostle,  24th  August. 
The  Nativity  of  the  B.  Virgin,  8th  September. 
St.  Matthew,  Apostle  and  Evangelist,  21st  September. 
St.  Michael,  the  Archangel,  29th  September. 
St.  Canice,  11th  October,  in  the  whole  City  of  Kilkenny. 
SS.  Simon  and  Jude,  Apostles,  28th  October, 
The  Feast  of  All  Saints,  1st  November. 
St.  Andrew,  Apostle,  30th  November. 
The  Conception  of  the  B.  Y.  M.,  8th  December. 
St.  Thomas,  Apostle,  21st  December. 
Christmas,  25th  December. 
St.  Stephen,  26th  December. 
St.  John,  Apostle  and  Evangelist,  27th  December. 
Holy  Innocents,  28th  December. 

St.  Sylvester,  Pope,  31st  December.  •  < 

The  feast  of  each  Patron  in  his  own  parish. 

A  provincial  Synod,  at  which  Dr.  Phelan  assisted,  was  convened 
by  Dr.  Peter  Talbot,  Archbishop  of  Dublin,  and  held  in  the  City  of 
Dublin  in  the  month  of  October,  1669.  The  principal  subject  con- 
sidered at  it  was  the  necessity  of  restricting  some  of  those  faculties 
which  during  the  time  of  persecution  had  been  granted  to  the  Eeligious. 
I  have  found  in  the  Archives  of  Propaganda  the  following  extract 
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from  a  letter  of  tlie  Bishop  of  Ossory,  relating  to  the  Synod,  addresse 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  S.  Congregation : 

"  Ultimo  mense  Octobris  in  nostro  Concilio  PrOTinciali  habito 
Dublinii,  Illustrissimus  D.  Archiepiscopus  Dublinensis,  ego  et  reliqui 
Provincise  Lageniensis  Ordinarii,  accersitis  tot  quot  tunc  in  civitate 
fuerunt,  ordmum  regularium  Provincialibus,  Prioribus  ac  Guardianis 
ostendimus  Illustrissimae  Dominationis  Vestrse  litteras  in  eisque  S. 
Congregationis  Sancti  Officii  Decretum  facultates  dispensandi  in  3o  et 
3o  simplici  hactenus  in  Hibernia  usurpatas  (ut  vestris  terminis  utar) 
revocans.  Ab  eis  responsum  est  se  a  suis  respective  Generalibus, 
eosque  a  S.  Sanctitate  immediate  sine  ulla  dependentia  a  S.  Con- 
gregatione  quacumque  suas  facultates  accepisse,  proindeque  non 
teneri  dictse  Congregationi  parere. 

"  Prsedecessores  nostri  «icut  et  omnes  Missionarii  a  sexaginta 
annis  ad  minus,  eo  quo  nos  Moderni  modo,  per  ista  verba,  dispensandi 
in  3o  ci  4i9  simplici  et  mixto,  intellexerunt  sibi  datam  facultatem 
dispensandi  in  Sa  et  3p  simplici  et  soepissime  exigentibus  id  gravissi' 
mis  causis  in  eis  dispensarunt. 

Kilkennise,  4g  Januarii,  1670, 

Devotissimus  servus. 
Jacobus,  Episcopus  Ossorien. 
In  the  month  of  June,  1G70,  a  National  Synod,  with  the  sanction 
of  Lord  Eoberts,  the  newly  appointed  Viceroy,  was  convened  by 
Oliver  Plunkett,  Archbishop  of  Armagh,  the  same  who  eleven  years 
later  was  to  shed  such  lustre  on  the  Irish  Church  by  the  heroism  of 
his  death  for  the  faith  at  Tyburn,  The  Archbishops  of  Armagh, 
Dublin,  Cashel,  and  Tuam,  with  the  .Bishops  of  Meath  and  Ossory, 
the  only  members  of  the  Hierarchy  at  that  time  in  Ireland,  and 
the  representatives  of  the  other  various  sees  assisted  at  this  Synod. 
It  was  held  privately  in  Dublm,  "  in  Bridge- street,  in  the  house  of 
Mr.  Eeynolds,  at  the  foot  of  the  bridge."  Its  decrees  and  the 
Address  presented  by  the  assembled  Prelates  to  the  Viceroy  may  be 
seen  in  the  Memoir  of  the  Martyr-Primate,  Oliver  Plunkett.  Some 
difficulty  arose  as  to  the  order  of  precedence  in  regard  of  the  sees  of 
Armagh  and  Dublin.  It  was  so  arranged,  however,  that  without 
prejudice  to  the  claims  of  the  respective  Sees,  the  Archbishop  of 
Armagh  presided  at  the  meeting  of  the  assembled  Prelates,  but  in 
signing  the  Declaration  of  loyalty,  presented  to  the  Viceroy,  the 
Archbishop  of  Dublin  took  the  first  place.   When  this  question  was 


428         OssoRY  Arch^ological  Society. 


again  discussed  under  James  the  Second,  the  respective  claimants 
appealed  to  the  precedent  of  the  National  Synod  of  the  year  1670, 
and  thus  occasion  was  given  for  the  following  letters  which  are 
preserved  in  the  Diocesan  Archives  of  Dublin.  I  insert  them  as 
written  in  their  original  English  text : 

I. 

Letter  of  the  Archbishop  of  Tuam,  Dr.  James  Lynch  :  — 
"  I  doe  hereby  certifie  that  in  the  meeting  of  the  fower  Arch- 
bishops and  of  the  two  onely  Bishops  then  in  Ireland,  held  in  Dublin 
in  the  month  of  June,  1670,  the  A.rchbishop  of  Dublin,  Peter  Talbot, 
signed  first  to  an  instrument  framed  by  us  as  a  remonstrance  of  our 
loyalty  to  King  Charles  the  Second  of  happy  memorie.  I  likewyse 
remember  that  the  Dublinensis  claimed  then  for  a  precedensy  in 
sitting  and  subscribiug  before  Armacanus,  and  that  to  compose  this 
difference  we  made  another  instrument  and  enacted  that  any  sitting 
or  subscribing  don  in  that  meeting  should  be  noe  preiudice  to  either 
partye  :  to  these  and  all  other  passages  I  concurred  and  assisted 
my  self  e,  and  therefore  doe  attest  this  to  be  the  reall  truth. 
Dated  at  Gallway  the  23rd  of  March,  1687  (st.  vet.) 

Jambs  Tuam. 

II. 

Letter  of  the  Bishop  of  Ossory,  Dr.  James  O'Phelan  : — 
"I,  the  undernamed,  do  hereby  certifie  to  all  whom  it  may 
concerne,  that  in  the  yeare  1 670,  the  foure  Archbishops  of  Ireland, 
and  the  two  only  then  Bishops  of  the  same  kingdom,  met  in  Dublin 
in  the  month  of  June,  with  the  consent  of  the  then  Lord  Lieutenant, 
Barckley,  to  prefer  a  remonstrance  of  their  loyaltie  to  King  Charles 
the  Second  of  happy  memorie,  at  the  signing  whereof  there  arose  a 
difference  between  Dublin  and  Armagh  who  should  signe  first,  and 
after  some  contest,  Dublin  signed  it  first,  and  Armagh  next.  Which 
to  be  true,  I  attest  this  6th  day  of  March,  1687. 

James  Ossoky. 

nr. 

Letter  of  the  Bishop  of  Ferns,  Dr.  Nicholas  French :  — 
[This  letter  was  written  to  Dr.  Brennan,  agent  of  the  Irish 
Bishops  in  Eome,  who,  in  1687,  being  Archbishop  of  Cashel,  adds  to 
it  the  following  note  :  "  I  declare  that  this  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  which 
the  late  Bishop  of  Ferns,  Nicholas  French,  wrjtt  to  me  to  Rome.] 

"  I  will  now  say  what  I  can,  my  self  e,  certifie  in  the  word  of  a 
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Priest  belonging  to  this  controversie.    In  tlie  time  of  the  last  warr 
there  have  been  several  times  eeclesiasfcical  meetings  or  convocations 
of  the  clergie,  who  were  never  called  by  Armachanus  alone  but  the 
four  Archbishops  did  intimate  or  signifie  the  cause,  the  place,  and 
time  of  the  convocation  each  of  them  to  their  respective  sufEragan 
Bishops,  thus  were  the  clergie  call'd  and  thus  they  did  meet,  and  for 
presedence  each  Archbishop  took  it  in  his  respective  province,  or  in 
the  Archbishop's  absence,  one  of  his  suffragans.    When  the  most 
illustrious  Lord  Rinucinus,  Archbishop  and  Prinee  of  Permo,  the 
Pope's  legat  extraordinary,  was  present,  he  ever  did  preside.  There 
have  been  several  meetings  or  convocations  of  the  clergie  in  our 
province  of  Dublin  or  Leinster,  and  commonly  the  Lord  Eoth,  Bishop 
of  Ossory,  a  prelat  of  great  merite,  did  preside,  in  presence  of  the 
three  Archbishops,  one  of  which  was  the  Lord  Hugh  Eely,  Lord 
Archbishop  of  Armach,  who  never  made  the  least  opposition  against 
this  power  of  presiding,  who  never  sayd  that  it  belongd  to  himselfe. 
I  did  myselfe  preside  in  the  convocation  of  Kilkenny,  the  sayd  Lord 
Eoth  being  sick.    In  the  province  of  Armach  the  Eeverend  Father 
Macgheogan,  Lord  Bishop  of  Clounmacknough,  was  president  of  the 
convocation  at  Jamestown,  in  the  diocess  of  Ardagh,  which  is  in  the 
province  of  Armach.    This  I  do,  in  good  faith,'  certifie.    I  being  the 
chancellor  or  secretary  of  all  the  convocations  that  were  in  our 
province  and  in  the  great  convocation  at  Waterford,  in  the  province 
of  Cassel,  and  in  that  of  Jamestown,  in  the  province  of  Armach,  in  all 
which  places  the  said  Lord  Archbishop  of  Armach  never  pretended  to 
have  any  right  of  calling  the  convocation  of  presiding  or  of  visiting 
the  diocess  or  province  of  Dublin.    This  is  most  certain,  as  God  may 
love  me.    You  may  shew  this  unmeditated  way  of  discourse  to  my 
Lord  Baldeschi  if  you  think  it  worth  his  hearing.    Yours,  &c., 

Nicholas  Feens. 

Bruxells,  1st  December,  1670." 

One  of  the  chief  matters  that  engaged  the  attention  of  the  Bishop 
throughout  thefirstyearsof  his  ^Episcopate  was  to  provide  spiritual 
and  secular  instruction  for  his  flock.  Under  the  Puritan  oppression 
all  the  Catholic  schools  were  ^  swept  .away,  and  wherever  a  Catholic 
teacher  could  be  found  he  was  punished  with  instant  death  or  hurried 
off  to  slavery  in  the  Barbadoes.  It  was  the  purpose  of  the  per- 
secutors to  root  out  as  far  as  possible  our  people,  stock  and  branch, 
and  to  reduce  to  a  state  of  barbarism  the  remnant  that  could  not  well 
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he  got  rid  of.  Hence  a  whole  generation  had  grown  up  in  the  rudest 
ignorance  ;  many  had  not  approached  the  Sacraments  for  years,  some 
had  attained  the  age  of  manhood  without  being  instructed  in  the 
principal  mysteries  of  religion.  In  a  Eeport  preseated  to  Pro- 
paganda in  1669,  a  Missionary  Priest  records  his  experience  in  the 
outlying  districts  of  the  County  Meath.  Among  other  things,  he 
attests  that  he  "  had  met  with  many  who  had  formed  erroneous  or 
superstitious  notions  of  the  Blessed  Trinity  and  the  Eucharist,  and  \ 
who  were  quite  ignorant  of  the  Sacrament  of  Penance."  Dr. 
O'Phelan  successfully  organised  schools  for  the  poor  childen  in  the 
populous  districts,  and  in  Kilkenny  itself  he  got  up  a  classical  school 
under  the  care  of  some  of  the  Priests,  which  very  soon  produced  the 
happiest  fruits  in  recruiting  the  ranks  of  the  suffering  clergy.  There 
was  a  great  deal  of  risk  in  all  this,  and  it  frequently  happened  that 
the  devoted  schoolmaster,  when  detected  in  teaching  the  rudiments, 
was  punished  for  his  temerity  by  imprisonment  and  other  penalties. 
Dr.  Brennan,  Archbishop  of  Cashel,  writing  from  Kilcash,  where 
probably  Dr.  O'Phelan  was  his  companion,  on  the  9th  of  JS'ovember, 
1687,  attests  that  "  some  Catholic  masters  kept  private  schools  to 
instruct  the  Catholic  children  in  letters  and  in  the  principles  of  faith, 
not  without  their  own  great  risk ;  and  many  of  them,  on  this  account, 
have  suffered  imprisonment  and  pecuniary  fines." 

In  1678  a  short  Belatio  on  the  State  of  the  Diocese  was  presented 
by  the  Bishop  to  the  S.  Congregation  of  Propaganda.  "  The  Diocese 
of  Ossory,"  he  writes,  "is  suffragan  of  the  Archiepiscopal  See  of 
Dublin ;  it  is  forty  miles  in  length,  and  in  some  parts  twelve,  in  others 
fourteen  miles  wide.  It  is  bordered  by  eight  Dioceses,  Waterford, 
Lismore,  Cashel,  Meath,  Kildare,  Leighlin,  and  Ferns.  It  consists  of 
120  parishes,  but  has  only  twenty-eight  Parish-Priests,  some  of  whom 
have  the  care  of  four,  some  of  five,  some  even  of  six  parishes,  the 
emoluments  of  which,  such  is  the  poverty  of  the  Catholics,  and  so  vast 
the  multitude  of  the  heretics  who  are  spread  everywhere,  are  scarcely  \ 
sufficient  for  their  maintenance.  Some  of  the  clergy  present  to  me 
annually  as  Cathedratics  and  charitable  offering,  others  give  lOa., 
some  give  nothing  at  all,  whilst  I  have  no  other  means  for  the  support 
of  myself  and  household,  and  the  same,  if  I  am  not  mistaken,  may  be 
said  of  the  other  Prelates  of  Ireland.  All  the  clergy,  are  obhged 
under  pain  of  suspension,  to  catechize  and  impart  instruction  to  their 
flocks,  and  they  do  so  with  great  fruit  of  souls.   In  this  Diocese  there 
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were  three  Domincian  monasteries,  now,  alas,  in  ruins ;  one  in  Kil- 
kenny, in  which  city  also  stands  the  Cathedral  Church,  dedicated  to 
St.  Canice,  Abbot ;  a  second  at  Aghaboe,  and  the  third  at  Eosbercon. 
In  Kilkenny  there  are  now  five  Dominican  friars  ;  in  Aghaboe,  two  ; 
but  none  jat  Eosbercon ;  of  the  whole  number  three  only  are  preachers. 
There  is  also  in  Kilkenny  one  house  of  Franciscans  of  strict  obser- 
vance, with  eleven  friars,  of  whom  three  are  preachers.  In  the  town 
of  Callan  in  this  Diocese  there  was  a  monastery  of  the  Augustinian 
Hermits,  now  almost  entirely  destroyed  ;  they  have  still  however  a 
convent  there  with  five  friars,  but  there  is  no  preacher  among  them. 
There  are  two  Jesuits  who  have  a  hospice  at  Kilkenny,  and  there  are 
three  Capuchins  ;  some  of  these  preach  and  exercise  the  sacred 
ministry  as  missionaries.  In  the  town  of  Knocktopher  there  was  a 
Carmelite  monastery,  but  we  have  not  at  present  any  Religious  of 
that  order.  There  were  four  monasteries  of  the  Canons  Eegular  of 
St.  Augustine,  and  two  of  the  order  of  St.  Bernard,  but  there  are  no 
Eeligious  of  these  orders.  In  the  city  of  Kilkenny  there  are  four 
parishes,  each  having  its  oratory  befittingly  adorned  as  far  as  the 
circumstances  of  the  present  times  permit.  The  Regulars  have  also 
four  other  oratories.  Throughout  the  whole  Diocese  during  the  past 
four  years  about  a  hundred  heretics  have  been  received  into  the 
Church ;  two  or  three  of  the  laity,  enticed  by  wordly  lucre,  left  us. 
The  secular  and  regular  clergy,  both  in  the  city  and  the  rural  dis- 
tricts, live  in  the  greatest  peace  and  fraternal  charity."  (Spicilegium 
Ossoriense,  vol.  2,  page  253.) 

A  few  months  after  the  presentation  o£  this  Belatio,  the  anti- 
Catholic  storm,  stirred  up  by  English  bigotry,  and  fanned  by  the 
lying  reports  of  Titus  Gates  and  his  associates,  fell  with  all  its  fury 
upon  the  Irish  Church.  Some  of  thf>  Bishops  were  thrown  into 
prison,  others  concealed  themselves  as  best  they  could,  and  by  stealth 
continued  to  comfort  their  flocks.  Dr.  Forstall,  Bishop  of  Kildare, 
writes:  "There  is  scarcely  anywhere  in  which  we  can  abide,  even 
amongst  friends,  who  are  terrified  by  our  presence  more  than  need 
be.  In  consequence  of  this  I  built  mjself  a  hovel  or  thatched  hut 
rudely  constructed  in  a  marsh}-  wood,  to  which  I  betook  myself,  but  I 
was  there  attacked  by  agonising  pains,  so  as  to  be  brought  almost  to 
the  point  of  death."  The  Bishop  of  Clogher,  Dr.  Tyrrell,  concealed 
himself  under  the  ragged  covering  of  an  old  dying  mendicant,  but  was 
discovered  and  recognised ;  his  captors,  however,  took  pity  on  him, 
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and  allowed  him  to  escape.  Dr.  O'Phelan  fortunately  eluded  his 
pursuers  and  found  a  safe  shelter  on  the  wooded  slopes  of  Slieve- 
namon.  The  Bishop  of  Killaloe,  Dr.  John  O'Mollony,  writing  to 
Propaganda  in  the  month  of  June,  1681,  describes  the  desolate  con- 
dition of  Ireland,  and  in  particular  regarding  the  Church  in  Leinster, 
states  that  its  Archbishop  after  being  subjected  for  two  years  to  all 
the  hardships  of  a  brutal  imprisonment  was  not  allowed  even  on  his 
deathbed  the  consolation  of  a  Priest  to  attend  him,  unless  perchance 
some  one  may  have  stealthily  obtained  admission  to  him  ;  the  Bishop 
of  Kildare  too  had  been  arrested  and  thrown  into  prison,  and  it  was 
thought  he  would  be  sent  into  banishment ;  the  only  Bishop  that 
remained  in  the  Province  was  the  Bishop  of  Ossory,  "  who  by  a  happy 
Providence  in  peace  and  in  persecution  is  sheltered  by  the  brother 
and  the  nephew  of  the  Viceroy,  excellent  Catholics,  who  are  living  in 
(or  near)  his  Diocese."  (Ibid.,  page  262.)  Sometimes  it  did  not  fare 
as  pleasantly  for  the  pursuers  of  the  Clergy  as  the  patrons  of  Titus 
Gates  would  wish.  Thus  Lord  Mount  joy  writes  to  the  Duke  of 
Ormonde  from  Kewtownstewart,  the  1st  of  June,  1683:  "  There  has 
happened  an  unfortunate  accident  in  the  County  of  Fermanagh,  which 
may  I  fear  disturb  us  who  are  now  in  great  quiet.  Three  or  four 
giddy  fellows  having  a  warrant  to  seize  a  Priest,  could  take  no  time 
for  it  but  at  a  public  meeting,  where  all  were  his  friends,  who  not 
only  rescued  him,  but  have  killed  one  or  two  of  the  men  who  would 
have  taken  him." 

In  the  year  1683,  it  would  appear  that  Dr.  O'Phelan  exercised  a 
general  jurisdiction  throughout  the  whole  ecclesiastical  Province  of 
Leinster.  The  higher  dignity  of  Archbishop  of  Dublin  was  also 
offered  him  by  the  Holy  See,  but  this  responsible  post  he  persistently 
declined.  The  question  was  at  this  time  discussed  whether  when  a 
Bishop  was  thrown  into  prison,  his  jurisdiction  ceased  or  rather 
devolved  on  the  Chapter  of  his  Diocese.  The  matter  being  proposed 
to  the  Congregation  in  Eome  the  answer  was  given  in  the  negative, 
and  the  imprisoned  Prelates  continued  through  Dr.  O'Phelan  as 
heretofore  to  comfort  their  flocks.  De  Burgo,  in  the  Appendix  to 
*  Hibernia  Dominicana'  (pag.  868),  writes  that  he  found  among  the 
papers  of  Dr.  James  O'Phelan,  Bishop  of  Ossory,  the  following 
Rescript : — 

"  Quseritur :  An  casu  quo  Episcopus  ab  hsereticis  detinetur,  non 
ita  tamen  arete  custoditus  ut  ipsi  ej usque  Dicecesanis  facile  non  sit, 
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saltern  per  litteras,  inter  se  agere,  ejusdeni  Episcopi  jurisdictio 
intelligatur  suspeusa  et  ad  Capitulum  Ecclesite  Cathedralis  devoluta? 
Die  7o  Augusti,  1683,  Sacra  Cougregatio  Eminentissimorum 
S.  E.  E.  Cardiualium,  Concilii  Tridentini  Interpretum  respondit 
jurisdictionem  non  esse  suspensam." 

Early  iu  the  year  1683,  Dr.  Forstall,  Bishop  of  Kildare  and 
Administrator  of  Leighliu,  was  summoned  to  his  reward.  The  clergy 
of  the  Diocese  of  Leighlin,  without  delay,  forwarded  the  following 
petition  to  the  Internuncio  in  Brussells,  praying  that  the  Bishop  of 
Ossory  would  he  appointed  Administrator  of  the  See : — 

"  lUustrissime  Domine, 

Cum  Dicecesis  nostra  Laghlinensis  nuperrime  per  mortem 
Eeverendissimi  D.D.  Marci  Forstall,  bonse  memorise,  Episcopi 
Kildariensis  et  Administratoris  Laghlinensis  viduata  sit  pastore  ; 
nos  infrascripti  Dioecesis  Laghlinensis  sacerdotes  et  Pastores  ad  Suae 
Sanctitatis  pedum  oscula  humillime  prostrati,  summopere  rogamus 
quatenus  E.  D.  Jacobus  Foslanus  Episcopus  Ossoriensis,  cujus 
Dioecesis  totae  nostrse  ab  una  parte  eontinua  est,  constituatur  Epis- 
copus Administrator  prsBfatse  Laghlinensis  Dioecesis.  Quod  nostro 
omniumque  Dioecesanorum  tarn  clericorum  quam  laicorum  solatio  et 
auxilio,  necnon  ad  majorem  animarum  salutem,  Deique  gloriam  (si 
fiat)  fore  Don  dubitamus.  Quodque  ab  Illustrissima  Dominatione 
Yestra  Suae  Sanctitati  et  Sacrse  Cardinalium  congregationi  nominibus 
nostris  intimandum  enixe  obsecramus,  et  in  prssmissorum  testimonium 
praesentem  nostram  supplicationem  et  postulationem  syngraphis 
nostris  affirmamus,  die  26q  Martii,  A.  Domini  1683. 

Malachias  Mac  Evoy. 

Jacobus  Dwyer,  etc. 

David  Bykne. 

Malachias  Meagher,  Theologus. 
Heneicus  Comebfoed,  S.  T.  Doctor. 
GuiLLELMUs  DuiGAN,  S.  T.  Doctor  et  Vic.  Gen. 
Feedinandtjs  GoEMAGAiTE,  Theologus. 
CoNNELLus  Aloowe,  Theologus. 
Qtjintilianus  Mooee,  Sacerdos. 
Johannes  Nowlane,  Sacerdos, 
Eduardus  Kavanagh. 
Joannes  Glison. 
This  petition  was  forwarded  through  Dr.  John  Brennan,  Arch  - 
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bishop  of  Cashel,  who  accompanied  it  with  a  letter  of  his  own,  which 
highly  commends  the  Bishop  of  Ossory.  I  translate  this  important 
letter  from  the  original  in  Italian,  preserved  in  the  Propaganda 
Archives.    It  is  dated  the  9th  of  May,  1683  :— 

"  The  Bishop  of  Kildare  being  departed  this  life,  as  I  wrote  last 
March  to  your  Excellency,  the  Bishop  of  Ossory  appointed  a  Vicar- 
General,  as  there  is  no  Chapter  in  the  Diocese,  and  he  is  the  Senior 
Suffragan.  The  Vicar-Capitular  of  Dublin,  however,  considering 
that  that  duty  devolves  on  him,  intends  to  appoint  another  Vicar- 
General,  as  well  in  the  Diocese  of  Eildare  as  in  that  of  Leighlin.  It 
is  feared  that  this  may  give  scandal  and  occasion  serious  dissensions 
among  both  clergy  and  laity.  To  obviate  this  in  some  way,  the  clergy  of 
Leighlm  have  drawn  up  a  petition  asking  to  have  the  Bishop  of  Ossory 
appointed  Administrator  of  that  Diocese,  and  as  they  had  no  secure 
way  for  transmitting  that  petition  to  you,  they  have  requested  me  to 
forward  it.  Although  this  matter  was  not  any  business  of  mine,  and 
belonged  to  another  Province,  nevertheless,  as  the  public  good  was 
concerned  in  it,  I  have  thought  it  better  to  comply  with  their  request, 
and  as  your  Excellency  may  be  anxious  that  I  would  state  my  opinion 
on  the  merits  of  this  petition,  I  deem  it  better  to  anticipate  your 
wishes  by  saying  that  the  Bishop  of  Ossory  is  a  Prelate  of  great  zeal 
and  very  devoted  to  his  sacred  duties.  In  these  sad  times  he  has  been 
more  among  his  flock  than  perhaps  any  oi  the  other  Bishops.  He  is 
a  prudent  and  peaceable  person,  acceptable  alike  to  the  faithful  and  to 
those  who  are  not  of  the  fold.  His  Diocese  borders  on  the  small 
Diocese  of  Leighlin,  and  should  their  Eminences  resolve  to  assign  to 
him  the  Administration,  in  accordance  with  the  petition  of  the  Clergy 
of  Leighlin,  I  am  of  opinion  that  their  decision  will  be  most  useful 
and  acceptable  to  all  the  clergy  and  people,  the  more  particularly  that 
no  one  here  would  approve  of  an  additional  Bishop  being  appointed 
in  those  troubled  times.  If  I  have  erred  in  speaking  thus  freely  on 
these  matters,  you  will  excuse  my  mistake.  I  am  anxiously  awaiting 
letters  from  your  Excellency,  it  being  now  seven  months  since  any 
have  come  to  hand,  and  I  ever  remain,  &c., 

"  JoHK,  Archbishop  of  Cashel.'* 
This  petition,  however,  was  not  granted,  and  a  few  weeks  later 
Dr.  Edward  Wesley  was  appointed  by  the  Holy  See  Bishop  of  Kildare 
and  Administrator  of  Leighlin. 

The  accession  of  James  the  Second  to  the  throne  of  England 
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brought  with  it  cheering  hopes  and  words  of  fair  promise  to  the  long 
oppressed  Catholics  of  Ireland.    Few  of  these  flattering  promises, 
however,  were  destined  to  be  fulfilled.    The  Protestant  Bishops  and 
Clergy,  almost  without   exception,  were   permitted  to  retain  the 
Cathedrals  and  Churches,  whilst  a  Eoyal  Letter  guaranteed  to  them 
their  lands  and  tithes  and  benefices,  as  they  had  hitherto  enjoyed 
them.    A  small  pension  was  sanctioned  for  the  Catholic  Clergy,  the 
annual  sum  of  £150  being  allotted  to  Dr.  OThelan,  Bishop  of  Ossory. 
The  Bishops  in  1685  signed  a  formal  Address  to  the  King,  congra- 
tulating him  on  his  accession  to  the  throne,  and  praying  him  at  the 
same  time  to  confer  on  the  Earl  of  Tyrconnel  some  position  of  trust 
in  Ireland,  for  he  had  in  a  special  manner  maintained  "  those  twenty- 
five  years  past  the  cause  of  your  poor  oppressed  Catholics,  clergy  and 
gentry,  of  this  Kingdom,  against  our  many  and  powerful  adversaries 
.    .    .    under  whose  fortitude  and  popularity  in  this  Kingdom  we 
dare  cheerfully  and  with  assurance  own  our  loyalty  and  assert  your 
Majesty's  interest."    (Spicilegium  II.,  270.)    The  Irish  Bishops  w^ere 
indeed  authorized  in  the  year  1686  to  wear  in  public  the  ordinary 
dress  used  by  Prelates  in  Catholic  countries,  with  the  exception,  how- 
ever of  the  cross,  which  they  were  asked  "  fco  forbear  at  present  and 
till  further  orders."    But  what  was  most  irritating  in  the  restrictions 
thus  imposed  on  the  free  exercise  of  religion,  a  special  Royal  Court  was 
appointed  in  Dublin,  to  which  all  the  Bulls  and  Briefs  of  the  Holy  See 
were  to  be  submitted  before  they  were  put  into  execution,  or  even 
announced  to  the  faithful.    Thus  was  a  first  attempt  made  to  trans- 
plant to  Ireland  some  of  the  most  obnoxious  officious  rules  of  the 
continental  kingdoms  and  to  enslave  the  liberty  of  the  Irish  Church. 

On  the  24ith  of  July,  1685,  a  Provincial  Synod  was  held  in 
Dublin,  at  which  Dr.  Patrick  Eussell,  Archbishop  of  Dublin;  Dr. 
O'Phelan,  Bishop  of  Ossory  ;  Dr.  Wadding,  Bishop  of  Perns;  and  Dr. 
Wesley,  Bishop  of  Kildare  and  Administrator  of  Leighlin,  assisted, 
and  at  which  also  the  following  dignitaries  were  present :  Edmund 
Duin,  representing  the  Chapter  of  Dublin ;  William  Daton,  Dean  of 
Ossory,  representing  the  Chapter  of  Ossory ;  Michael  Eossiter,  Vicar- 
General  of  Perns,  representing  the  Chapter  of  Ferns ;  James  Eussell, 
Dean  of  Dublin  and  Prothonotary  Apostolic,  representing  the  Chapter 
of  Kildare;  Morgan  Cavanagh,  representing  the  Chapter  of  Leighlin, 
and  Edward  Murphy  (subsequently  Bishop  of  Kildare  and  Archbishop 
of  Dublin),  secretary.   The  first  decree  enacted  that  aa  St.  Lawrence 


436        OssoRY  Arch^ological  Society. 


O'Toole,  Archbishop  of  Dublin,  was  honoured,  not  only  as  the  general 
Patron  of  the  whole  Province,  but  also  as  the  special  Patron  of  the 
City  and  Diocese  of  Dublin,  his  festival  was  henceforward  to  be  kept 
as  a  strict  holiday  in  the  City  and  Diocese  of  Dublin,  and  as  a  day  of 
particular  devotion  throughout  the  Province. 

The  second  decree  declared  that  as  the  B.  Virgin  was  reverenced 
as  Patron  of  the  whole  Kingdom,  the  Feast  of  her  Immaculate  Con- 
ception was  to  be  kept  as  a  strict  holiday  throughout  the  whole 
Province.  "De  Beata  Virgine,  quae  totius  Eegni  censetur  Patrona 
Generalis,  statuimus  et  mandamus  ut  Festum  Tmmaculatse  ejus  Con- 
ceptionis  servetur  ex  prsecepto  in  tota  hac  provincia,  ac  proinde  ut 
omnes  ab  operibus  servilibus  eo  die  abstineant." 

It  was  also  enacted  by  the  assembled  Prelates  in  accordance 
with  the  tradition  of  their  Predecessors  that  the  disciplinary  Decrees 
of  the  Council  of  Trent,  excepting  those  irritating  clandestine  mar- 
riages, and  requiring  Benefices  to  be  conferred  by  concursus,  were  to 
be  strictly  observed  ;  parochial  books  for  the  baptisms  and  marriages 
were  to  be  accurately  kept,  under  pain  of  suspension  ;  no  chalices 
were  henceforward  to  be  consecrated  unless  those  made  of  silver  or 
gold ;  in  order  to  prevent  the  irreverence  and  to  avoid  the  abuses 
which  sometimes  followed  from  having  the  Holy  Sacrifice  offered  up 
in  the  open  air,  each  Parish-priest  was  to  have  a  chapel  (sacellum)  in 
which  Mass  might  be  celebrated  with  due  reverence  and  decorum ; 
prayers  were  to  be  offered  for  the  King ;  the  Protestant  service  was 
to  be  shunned;  the  first  Mass  "decommuni  Confessoris  Pontificis," 
with  the  prayer  Da  qucesumm  was  to  be  used  on  St.  Patrick's  festival ; 
in  order  to  remove  every  occasion  of  dissensions  each  Parish-Priest 
not  having  a  formal  canonical  record  of  his  appointment  was,  under 
penalty  of  privation  of  Benefice,  to  present  himself  to  his  Bishop 
within  six  months  to  receive  some  such  authentic  record ;  in  the 
cities  and  towns  Mass  was  not  to  be  said  in  the  private  houses  of  the 
gentry  without  express  permission  ;  in  fine,  all  the  decrees  adopted  at 
the  Provincial  Synods  held  at  Kilkenny  in  1614,  and  at  Tyrchogir  in 
1640,  were  re-confirmed  and  sanctioned. 

A  second  Provincial  Synod  was  convened  in  Dublin  on  the  1st  of 
August,  1688.  The  only  Bishops  who  assisted  at  it  were  the  Arch- 
bishop of  Dublin  and  the  Bishop  of  Ossory.  James  Eussell,  Dean  of 
Dublin,  and  William  Daton,  Dean  of  Ossory,  were  also  present, 
besides  Bernard  Molloy,  Vicar-General  of  Kildare,  representing  the 
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Chapter  of  tliat  Diocese ;  Conall  More,  Vicar-GeDcral,  representing 
the  Chapter  of  Leighlin ;  James  Prendergast,  deputed  bj  the  Chapter 
of  Ferns,  and  Edward  Murphy,  secretary.  It  was  decreed  that  the 
right  of  administering  the  Sacraments  to  the  military  in  their  gar- 
risons belonged  to  the  Parish-Priests,  unless  the  Chaplains  of  the 
troops  shall  have  received  a  particular  privilege  to  the  contrary,  which 
must  be  duly  authenticated.  "  Each  Parish-Priesfc  and  all  other 
Clergymen  shall  every  week  say  one  Mass  for  the  prosperity, 
health,  and  preservation  of  our  most  gracious  King  James,  of  our 
Queen  Mary,  of  our  Prince,  of  Queen  Catherine,  and  of  our  Viceroy, 
Eichard,  Earl  of  Tyrconnell."  The  clergy  were  interdicted  the  use 
of  periwigs :  Nullus  sacerdos  falsos  seu  alienos  crines,  quos  vulgo 
periwiggs  vocamus,  prsesumat  gerere  sine  expressa  sui  Ordinarii 
licentia."  Each  Parish-Priest  every  Sunday,  immediately  after  the 
Gospel  of  the  day,  was  to  explain  some  point  of  the  Christian  Doctrine' 
or  to  give  a  short  exhortation,  otherwise  he  incurred  the  penalty  of 
suspension.  In  conclusion,  the  decrees  of  the  preceding  Provincial 
Synods  were  re-enacted. 

One  of  the  most  important  events  during  these  years  of  Dr. 
O'Phelan's  Episcopate  was  the  erection  of  his  College  on  a  new  footing 
under  the  royal  auspices  of  James  the  Second.  The  old  Kilkenny 
College,  founded  in  Catholic  times  by  Pierce  Butler,  Earl  of 
Ormonde,  and  situated  close  to  St.  Canice's  Cathedral,  had 
been  allowed  to  fall  into  decay.  However,  in  1684,  the  first 
Duke  of  Ormonde,  then  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  renewed  its 
Charter  and  assigned  to  the  new  College  some  buildings  at  the  other 
extremity  of  the  town.  These  buildings  were  situated  at  the  back  of 
the  present  Protestant  College,  facing  into  Maudlin-street,  and  are 
described  as  "  a  gray  reverend  pile  of  irregular  and  rather  straggling 
design,  or,  we  should  perhaps  say,  of  no  design  at  all."  Under  James 
the  Second,  the  then  master  of  the  school,  Dr.  Hinton  fled  to  England 
and  the  buildings  were  utihzed  as  a  military  hospital.  Dr.  O'Phelan 
had  placed  his  classical  school  under  the  care  of  the  Eev.  William 
Daton,  Dean  of  the  Diocesan  Chapter,  who  was  destined  to  be  his 
successor  in  the  See  of  Ossory.  The  terror  of  the  penal  laws  being 
withdrawn,  the  school  began  to  flourish  beyond  precedent,  and  was 
at  once  recognised  as  the  Diocesan  College.  It  very  soon  outstripped 
the  fame  of  the  former  Protestant  institution,  and  the  King  by  Royal 
Charter,  dated  the  21st  of  February,  1659-90,  granted  it  some 


438  OssoM  Arch^oiogical  Society. 


endowments  and  erected  it  into  "  a  Royal  College,  consisting  of  a 
Bector,  eight  Professors,  and  two  scholars,  in  the  name  of  more,  to  be 
called  the  Eoyal  College  of  St.  Canice  at  Kilkenny,"  and  he  assigned 
to  it  at  the  same  time  the  buildings  formerly  occupied  by  the 
Ormonde  College,  which  thereupon  ceased  to  be  used  as  an  hospital. 
The  Charter  is  printed  in  Harris's  Life  of  William  the  Third,  appendix, 
pag.  Lvr.  The  Bishop  himself  drew  up  the  following  code  of  Eules 
for  the  guidance  of  the  Professors,  which  fully  displays  his  earnest 
desire  to  promote  at  the  same  time  a  spirit  of  piety  and  the  pursuits  of 
literature  : 

"  Rules  to  be  observed  by  the  professors  of  my  Lord  Bishop  of 
Ossory's  College  in  Kilkenny  :  given  by  his  lordship. 

"The  teachers  of  colleges  are  to  know  that  piety  is  the  chief 
thing  they  ought  to  teach,  and  all  other  things  that  are  taught  are 
nothing  but  means  to  attain  that  end ;  and  therefore  piety  is  to  be 
taught  by  word  and  example  on  all  occasions  in  general,  and  particularly 
in  the  following  exercises  : 

"  1 .  The  teachers  are  to  get  up  half  an  hour,  at  least,  before  the 
boarders,  and  spend  at  least  half  an  hour  in  mental  prayer  together 
in  the  room  where  the  boarders  come  to  vocal  prayer,  and  to  remain 
there  until  the  boarders  come,  that  they  may  see  so  good  an  example  to 
imitate.  This  being  very  easy  and  beneficial,  no  one  ought  to  forego 
it,  or  be  cold  or  negligent  to  appear  with  the  rest,  if  he  were  not  very 
sick.  And  to  be  notably  remiss  in  this  exercise  is  a  fault  whereof  the 
ordinary  is  to  be  informed.  When  the  boarders  come  those  that 
have  not  the  breviary  to  say  ought  to  say  the  prayers  with  the 
scholars,  and  give  them  good  example  by  often  going  to  confession  and 
communion.  The  mental  prayer  may  be  omitted  the  play-days,  and 
made  an  hour  later  on  holidays  and  Sundays. 

"2.  The  teachers  are  to  show  all  exactness  and  regularity  in 
their  exercise,  going  exactly  to  their  several  schools  at  the  same 
moment,  and  also  precisely  together  from  school :  to  be  gentle  and 
courteous  to  their  scholars,  especially  when  they  propose  any 
difficulties ;  but  they  are  to  keep  always  their  distance,  never  showing 
any  weakness,  lightness,  passion,  scurrility,  or  any  incivility  that  the 
scholars  may  take  notice  of.  To  affect  gravity  before  them,  more 
than  if  the  teachers  were  apart,  for  they  may  give  themselves  full 
latitude,  but  never  to  make  them  their  comrades  by  familiarity  that 
denotes  equality,  and  makes  fellows,  as  laughing,  chatting,  playing 
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together,  and  sucli  other  familiarities  wherein  the  scholars  may 
discover  any  weakness  in  the  masters,  or  diminish  their  esteem  for 
them :  no  man  being  fitter  to  teach  and  persuade  than  he  who  is  well 
possessed  of  his  auditor's  esteem. 

"3.  Those  that  preside  at  the  scholars'  studies  are  to  be  careful 
and  exact  therein,  lest  the  scholars  should  lose  their  time.  If  any  of 
the  masters  be  obliged  to  absent  himself  when  his  turn  is  to  be 
present,  he  must  pray  some  other  teacher  to  supply  his  place,  for  no 
teacher  ought  to  pretend  to  be  exempt  upon  the  account  of  having 
much  to  study,  from  what  is  common  to  all  the  teachers  ;  whereas 
there  is  none  but  may  take  that  pretext ;  and  if  the  scholars  be 
neglected  but  one  hour  a  day  it  will  give  them  an  occasion  of  idleness 
and  taking  of  liberty. 

4.  As  for  the  teachers'  conversation,  it  ought  to  be  very  frater- 
nal and  lovely,  consulting  and  advising  one  another ;  and  though  we 
think  fit  that  for  the  equality  of  the  pains  and  endeavours  of  the 
teachers,  the  profit  also  ought  to  be  equally  participated ;  yet  we 
think  it  most  expedient  that  the  younger  teachers  should  be  very 
submissive  to  the  elder  ones,  especially  to  the  Prefect,  who  represents 
our  person  there  in  the  curate's  absence ;  for  it  were  very  imprudent 
that  every  teacher  should  be  master  of  every  thing,  and  no  order  or 
subordination  observed  contrary  to  the  repeated  custom  in  all  colleges 
in  the  world,  where  there  are  several  degrees  of  dignity,  or  at  least, 
one  that  rules  all  the  rest.  Neithar  ought  the  Prefect  to  be  over  im- 
perious to  the  teachers,  but  advise  fraternally  with  them,  and  strive  to 
please  them  as  far  as  reason  and  the  common  good  suffer  it.  To  be 
impartial  in  any  competition  or  difference  that  may  arise  among  the 
teachers  themselves,  or  amongst  them  and  the  scholars ;  and  to  accom- 
modate without  noise  all  those  little  debates  with  prudence  and  justice, 
striving  always  publicly  to  turn  the  blame  on  the  scholars ;  but 
blaming  with  authority,  and  advising  privately  any  of  the  teachers 
that  may  do  amiss. 

"  Neither  ought  any  teacher  to  take  it  ill,  or  pretend,  or  give  out 
that  he  will  not  suffer  such  reprimands  upon  account  of  all  the 
teachers  being  equal  for  matter  of  gain,  for  that  is  another  matter. 
Nay,  it  is  not  to  be  expected  but  there  may  be  some  teachers,  who  in 
process  of  time,  though  not  now,  that  may  deserve  not  only  to  be  kept 
m  submission,  but  also  to  be  turned  out  for  litigious  humours,  cabals, 
or  extravagant  scandalous  ways,  which  may  bring  more  prejudice  to 
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the  place  than  their  presence  can  bring  profit.  And  the  Prefect's 
conscience,  as  also  the  other  members  who  tender  God's  service  and 
the  good  of  the  College,  are  responsible  before  God  for  such  disorders, 
if  they  strive  not  to  hinder  them  by  their  own  authority,  or  if  need 
be,  by  giving  us  timely  notice.  So  every  one  ought  to  be  watchful 
on  all  occasions  of  the  scholars,  servants,  and  household  affairs,  &c., 
when  they  see  any  thing  amiss,  or  that  may  be  reformed,  to  give 
notice  thereof  to  him  whose  charge  it  is  to  look  after  it." 

Harris,  in  reference  to  the  Charter  granted  to  this  Catholic 
College,  writes:  "It  appears  by  the  Charter  that  William  Daton, 
and  others  in  conjunction  with  him,  had  for  several  years 
taught  school  in  Kilkenny,  with  great  diligence;  for  it  was  the  policy  of 
Tyrconnell  to  erect  schools  of  Jesuits,  as  was  done  through  England, 
in  opposition  to  the  Protestant  legal  schoolmasters  whom  by  affronts 
and  ill-usage,  and  under  the  countenance  of  a  cruel  administration, 
they  soon  drove  away.  And  this  was  the  cause  of  Dr.  Hinton's 
abdication,  which  King  James  now  laid  hold  on  to  erect  his  royal 
college ;  and  it  was  done  as  the  said  Charter  alleges,  at  the  petition 
of  the  said  Daton  and  his  fellow  labourers,  of  the  Catholic  Bishop  of 
Ossory,  and  all  the  clergy  of  that  Diocese,  as  well  as  of  the  mayor, 
alderman,  and  burgesses  of  the  said  city."  The  names  of  the 
professors  who,  with  Dr.  Daton,  formed  the  staff  of  the  new  College 
were  Edward  Thonnery,  professor  of  Philosophy;  James  Cleary, 
professor  of  Ehetorick  ;  William  Phelan,  professor  of  third  class  ; 
John  Meagher,  professor  of  fourth  class. 

From  the  Belatio  presented  by  Dr.  O'Phelan  to  Propaganda  in 
1678,  we  learn  that  a  few  Jesuits  continued  to  reside  in  the  city,  and 
had  their  oratory  in  which  the  Sacraments  were  privately  administered 
to  the  faithful.  On  the  restoration  of  peace  under  James  the  Second, 
they  applied  to  the  Corporation  of  Kilkenny  to  have  the  Church  and 
Priory  of  St.  John's  restored  to  them.  The  Nuncio  Rinucciui  had  made 
a  grant  to  them  of  this  venerable  site  soon  after  his  arrival  in  the 
Kingdom,  and  the  Corporation  of  the  city  now  declared  their  readinesss 
to  ratify  his  grant.  Difficulties,  however,  were  soon  advanced  against  the 
concession.  A  barren  plot  of  the  ground  had  been  secured  by  the 
Capuchins  who  opened  their  oratory  there,  and  by  their  industry 
brought  the  desert  spot  to  smiling  cultivation.  Some  of  the  other 
tenants,  too,  were  unwilling  to  be  dispossessed,  and  hence  the^Corpo- 
ration  in  1690  adopted  the  following  Resolution  : 
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"  Whereas,  we  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Burgesses  of  the  City 
of  Kilkenny,  have  of  late  granted  our  certificate  to  the  Rev.  Fathers 
the  Jesuits,  confirming  unto  them,  as  much  as  in  us  and  as  law  per- 
mits, a  certain  grant  or  donation  passed  unto  them  in  the  year  1615, 
of  the  monastery  of  St.  John  the  Evangelist  in  this  city,  by  the  Rev. 
Father  Thomas  Roth,  prior  in  commendam  thereof ;  and  having  since 
considered  the  manifest  inconveniences  the  said  city,  and  the  several 
tenants  deriving  under  a  late  lease  from  our  predecessors  are  like  to 
lie  under,  have  for  that  reason  entered  into  a  further  scrutiny  of  the 
said  Jesuits'  title,  and  we  find  that  they  can  produce  neither  grant, 
lease,  or  anything  like  from  us  or  our  predecessors  of  the  said 
monastery,  either  in  1641,  or  since,  but  the  said  grant  from  the  said 
Father  Roth,  confirmed  by  the  Pope's  Nuncio,  then  residing  in  this  city. 
We  therefore,  considering  the  invalidity  of  the  said  grant,  so  as  to 
divest  us  of  our  right,  and  the  obligation  on  us  to  maintain  the  lease 
made  by  our  predecessors,  do  hereby  revoke  and  annul  the  said 
certificate  until  the  said  Jesuits  do  produce  a  legal  title  from  us  or 
our  predecessors ;  on  sight  whereof  we  will  freely  and  unanimously 
join  in  the  chapel  and  garden  of  the  poor  Capuchins,  which  they  have 
improved  on  the  meanest  and  craggiest  spot  about  this  city,  to  our 
admiration  and  edification.  Besides  which  spot  we  humbly  conceive 
that  there  are  sufficient  room  and  apartments  for  the  Jesuits.  In 
witness  that  this  is  our  last  resolution  and  pleasure,  we  have  here- 
unto subscribed  our  names  this  18th  day  of  March,  1689  (old  style)." 

A  letter  addressed  by  the  Rev.  John  Magher,  Abbot  of  Duiske, 
to  Propaganda,  on  the  27th  of  August,  1686,  also  throws  not  a  little 
light  on  the  difficulties  which  beset  the  old  religious  orders  at  this 
period.  The  Abbey  of  Duiske  or  Graiguenamana  was  in  olden  times 
one  of  the  noblest  Cistercian  foundations  in  the  Kingdom.  Even  in 
its  ruins  at  the  close  of  the  17th  century  it  retained  the  traces  of  its 
former  imposing  grandeur.  The  Religious  of  the  Cistercian  order  in 
the  hope  to  see  the  Abbey  restored  one  day  to  its  pristine  glory,  clung 
to  the  old  site,  and  continued  to  appoint  titular  Abbots,  who  claimed 
the  right  to  exercise  their  jurisdiction  throughout  the  territory  apper- 
taining of  old  to  the  Abbey.  About  the  year  1680  the  Rev.  Abbot, 
John  Magher  (or  Meagher),  received  from  Pope  Innocent  the  Eleventh 
a  Brief,  appointing  him  to  this  titular  Abbacy.  It  was  addressed  to 
the  Bishop  of  Ossory,  and  commissioned  him  to  institute  and  give 
possession  to  this  worthy  Abbot,  as  far  as  the  times  would  permit,  of 
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the  ancient  privileges  and  rights  attached  to  the  dignity  now  con- 
ferred on  him.  Father  Magher  landed  in  due  course  m  Cork,  and 
almost  immediately  on  his  arrival  was  discovered  and  seized  by  some 
Government  spies,  and  thrown  into  "  a  dark  and  filthy  prison,  with 
manicles  on  his  hands  and  chains  on  his  legs,"  and  there,  despoiled  of 
everything  he  had,  he  for  two  years  awaited  every  hour  to  be  led  out 
to  the  scaffold.  At  length  the  storm  of  persecution  began  to  subside, 
and  being  set  at  liberty  he  proceeded  to  the  Bishop  of  Ossory,  whom 
he  describes  as  "  virum  zelo  Dei  et  pietate  prseditum,'*  who  accom- 
panied him  to  Graiguenamana  to  instal  him  there  in  all  his  Abbatial 
rights  and  privileges,  prout  illorum  temporum  iniquitas  pati 
poterat."  He  continued  to  labour  in  that  spiritual  field,  struggling 
as  best  he  could  against  the  poverty  and  misery  that  everywhere 
beset  him,  till  Dr.  Edward  Wesley  was  appointed  Bishop  of  Kildare, 
and  Administrator  of  the  Leighlin  Diocese.  In  1685,  after  the  Pro- 
vincial Synod  in  Dublin,  this  Prelate  deprived  the  Abbot  of  all  juris- 
diction, and  appointed  some  of  the  secular  clergy  to  that  parochial  charge, 
in  the  same  way  as  to  the  other  parishes  of  the  Diocese.  This  treat- 
ment seemed  to  the  suffering,  but  zealous  Abbot  to  be  more  harsh  than 
any  he  had  experienced  even  at  the  hands  of  the  heretical  persecutors, 
whereupon  he  petitioned  the  S.  Congregation  of  Propaganda  to  set 
matters  right  in  his  favour  by  restoring  to  him  the  jurisdiction  of 
which  he  had  been  so  unjustly  despoiled,  and  by  forwarding  their 
commission,  either  to  one  of  the  Archbishops  of  Armagh,  Dublin,  or 
Cashel,  or  to  the  Bishop  of  Ossory.  (Spicilegium  Ossoriense  vol. 
2,  page  281.) 

In  the  month  of  August,  1687,  the  Eev.  James  Cody,  a  Franciscan 
student  in  Louvain,  dedicated  to  Dr.  John  Brennan,  Archbishop  of 
Cashel  and  Dr.  O'Phelan,  Bishop  of  Ossory,  the  public  theses  which 
he  was  appointed  to  defend.  It  was  usual  in  the  17th  century  to  dedicate 
these  scholastic  exercises  to  some  exalted  personage  whose  patronage 
and  material  aid  would  alleviate  for  the  disputant  the  heavy  burden  of 
the  expense  necessarily  attendant  on  such  exhibitions.  On  the 
present  occasion  the  defendant  and  the  Professor  who  presided  at  the 
defence  were  natives  of  Ossory,  and  the  two  distinguished  patrons  to 
whom  the  theses  were  dedicated  were  likewise  from  Ossory,  The 
prefatory  address  prefixed  to  the  printed  theses  makes  known  to  us 
the  fact  that  the  Archbishop  of  Cashel  was  one  of  the  Kilkenny 
O'Brennans,  and  the  defendant  declares  than  he  had  linked  them 
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together  as  his  Patrons,  because  they  had  themselves  been  from  child- 
hood united  in  the  closest  bonds  of  friendship,  and  were  both  alike, 
ornaments  of  his  native  Diocese  and  of  the  Irish  Church.  After 
some  words  of  eulogy,  setting  forth  the  merits  of  the  Archbishop  of 
Cashel,  he  thus  apostrophizes  the  Prelate  of  Ossory  :  "  To  you,  most 
Eeverend  and  most  illustrious  Bishop,  I  now  direct  my  discourse. 
From  your  youth  you  have  been  linked  in  friendship  with  the 
Archbishop  of  Cashel,  you  have  been  his  rival  by  the  ardour  of  your 
piety  and  your  zeal  for  spreading  the  faith.  Who  but  the  very  blind 
can  fail  to  recognize  your  affection  and  your  vigilance  for  the  flock 
intrusted  to  you,  since  by  a  remarkable  instance  of  contempt  for 
higher  honours  you  declined  the  proffered  dignity  of  the  Archbishop - 
rick  of  Dublin  ?  To  both  of  you  then  I  dedicate  these  Philosophical 
Theses,  since  the  same  birthplace,  and  friendship,  and  faith,  and  dignity 
have  made  you  true  brothers ;  your  well-known  love  for  those  who 
pursue  the  paths  of  study  will  insure  to  me  your  patronage,  which, 
moreover,  is  guaranteed  to  me  by  being  your  fellow-citiaen  and  a 
member  of  the  Franciscan  order,  which  both  of  you  have  cherished 
with  affection  from  your  earliest  years."    (Ibid.,  page  290.) 

The  short  interval  of  sunshine  which  gave  promise  of  peace  and 
prosperity  to  Ireland  was  brought  abruptly  to  a  close  by  the  dark 
clouds- that  gathered  around  the  throne  of  England's  last  Catholic 
King.  The  Earl  of  Tyrconnel  has  been  censured  in  no  measured 
terms  by  writers  of  English  history  for  endeavouring  to  organize  in 
Ireland  an  exclusive  Catholic  army,  and  yet  the  facts  appear  to  com- 
mend his  foresight  and  to  justify  the  course  which  he  pursued.  The 
Protestant  gentry  in  Ireland,  and  foremost  amongst  them,  the  Duke 
of  Ormonde;  (grandson  of  the  first  Duke),  and,  almost  without  ex- 
ception, the  Protestant  officers,  with  the  regiments  under  their 
command,  flung  aside  their  allegiance  to  James  the  Second,  and 
ranged  themselves  under  the  banner  of  the  Prince  of  Orange,  Tyr- 
connel knew  too  well  the  instincts  of  the  Protestants  of  Ireland,  he 
had  felt  their  enmity,  and  had  gauged  for  full  thirty  years  their 
selfishness  and  the  diabolical  hatred  which  they  bore  to  the  Irish 
Catholics.  It  was  therefore  loyalty  to  his  Sovereign  and  a  desire  to 
prop  up  his  tottering  throne,  that  prompted  the  course  which  he 
pursued.  But  the  crisis  came  too  soon,  and  it  was  precipitated  by 
the  folly  of  the  monarch  himself. 

King  James,  after  many  delays,  set  sail  from  France  on  the  17th 
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of  March,  1689,  accompanied  by  several  French  ofScers,  and  land 
at  Kinsale  on  the  22nd  of  the  same  month.  He  proceeded  thence  to 
Cork,  and  having  conferred  the  Dukedom  on  Tyrconnel,  set  out  for 
Dublin.  At  Kilkenny  he  was  met  in  joyous  procession  by  the  clergy, 
secular  and  regular,  with  the  Bishop,  Dr.  O'Phelan,  at  their  head. 
The  whole  city  indeed,  with  the  Mayor  and  other  civic  dignitaries 
and  the  officers  and  army  went  out  to  welcome  him,  and  by  the 
triumphal  arches  and  gay  festoons  and  a  thousand  artificial  devices, 
gave  proof  of  the  exuberance  of  their  joy  in  the  advent  of  their 
Sovereign.  From  Kilkenny,  after  a  short  stay,  the  King  proceeded 
to  Dublin,  and  there  convened  the  Irish  Parhament  to  meet  at  St. 
Mary^s  Abbey,  on  the  7th  of  May,  1689.  The  following  were  the 
representatives  of  the  county  and  boroughs  of  Kilkenny  at  this 
ISTational  Parliament : — 

County  of  Kilkenny— James  Grace,  of  Courtstowne  ;  Eobert 
Walsh,  of  Clonencassy. 

Borough  of  Callan— Walter  Butler,  Thady  Meagher. 

Borough  of  Thomastown— Eobert  Grace,  senior ;  Robert  Grace, 
junior. 

Borough  of  Gowran— Colonel  Robert  Fielding  ;  Walter  Kellv 
M.D. 

Borough  of  Inistioge— Edward  Fitzgerald,  James  Fitzgerald. 
Borough  of  Knocktopher— Harvey  Morres,  Henry  Meagh. 
City    of  Kilkenny  —  John   Eooth,  mayor  ;    James  Bryan, 
alderman. 

It  soon  became  apparent  how  unwisely  the  repeated  petitions  of 
Tyrconnel  for  arms  and  for  money  had  been  overlooked. 

There  were  several  nominal  troops  of  militia  in  Ireland,  but  they 
were  almost  all  without  muskets  and  without  military  supplies.  So 
defenceless  indeed  was  the  Kingdom  that  in  the  Autumn  of  1689,  when 
the  relations  of  Great  Britain  with  the  Continent  made  the  speedy 
settlement  of  Ireland  a  matter  of  imperative  necessity  for  the  Prince 
of  Orange,  six  thousand  foreign  soldiers,  under  Marshal  Schomberg, 
were  deemed  a  sufficient  force  to  reduce  the  whole  island  to  sub- 
mission. They  landed  at  Bangor,  and  after  a  few  days  Carrickfergus 
fell  into  their  hands.  King  James  had  at  the  time  only  one  small 
troop  of  200  horse  at  his  disposal,  but  no  sooner  was  the  Royal 
banner  unfurled  from  the  tower  at  Drogheda,  than  20,000  men 
gathered  around  it.    A  cargo  from  France  gave  them  the  'arms  and 
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ammunition  whicli  they  required,  and  raw  recruits  that  they  were, 
they  marched  boldly  towards  Dundalk,  whither  Schomberg  had 
advanced  and  compelled  him  to  remain  there  for  months  shut  up  in 
his  camp,  while  three  thousand  of  his  men  succumbed  to  epidemic 
sickness.  Macaulay,  in  his  History  of  England,  attests  that  nothing 
could  exceed  the  wickedness  of  these  mercenary  troops  :  "  The  moans 
of  the  sick  were  drowned  by  the  blasphemy  and  ribaldry  of  their 
companions.  Sometimes,  seated  on  the  body  of  a  wr«tch  who  had 
died  in  the  morning,  might  be  seen  a  wretch  destined  to  die  before 
night,  cursing,  singing  loose  songs,  and  swallowing  usquebaugh  to  the 
health  of  the  devil.  When  the  corpses  were  taken  away,  the  survivors 
grumbled.  A  dead  man  they  said  was  a  good  screen  and  a  good 
stool.  Why  when  there  was  so  abundant  a  supply  of  such  useful 
articles  of  furniture  were  people  to  be  exposed  to  the  cold  air  and  forced 
to  crouch  on  the  moist  ground  ?"  So  wonderful  and  so  unexpected 
was  the  vitality  and  energy  displayed  by  the  Catholics  of  Ire- 
land, that  in  June,  1690,  it  was  found  necessary  for  William  the 
Third  to  stake  his  throne  and  his  life  on  the  issue  of  an  Irish  cam- 
paign. The  army  of  veteran  troops  that  accompanied  King  William  to 
Ireland,  was  the  finest  that  for  seven  centuries  had  landed  on  the  Irish 
coasts.  Cromwell  brought  but  an  army  of  12,000  men  to  reconquer 
Ireland :  the  Prince  of  Orange  was  accompanied  by  36,000.  There 
were  Dutch  and  German  and  English  regiments,  and  there  was  a 
large  body  of  Danes  under  the  command  of  Prince  Ferdinand  William 
of  Wirtenberg.  The  Irish  army  numbered  no  more  than  23,000,  in- 
eluding  a  detachment  of  6,000  French  soldiers,  who  had  charge  of  the 
artillery,  and  displayed  unrivalled  skill.  So  much  has  been  said 
about  the  Battle  of  the  Boyne  that  some  have  begun  to  regard  it  as 
one  of  the  great  decisive  battles  of  history.  But  at  the  present  day 
since  the  contemporary  documents  connected  with  the  contending 
armies  have  begun  to  be  seriously  examined,  few  writers  deserving 
the  name  of  historians  will  allow  us  to  regard  it  as  a  momentous 
battle.  The  Irish  army  was  quite  unequal  to  cope  with  the  enemy  in 
the  open  field.  The  military  leaders  had  ordered  a  general  retreat, 
and  it  was  resolved  not  to  risk  a  pitched  battle,  but  to  fall  back  upon 
Limerick,  and  to  make  the  Shannon  their  line  of  defence.  Through 
the  stubborness  of  King  James  the  retreat  was  delayed,  and  it  became 
necessary  to  make  a  stand  at  the  Boyne  to  check  the  rapid  advance  of 
the  Williamite  troops,  and  thus  prevent  them  from  blocking  the  road 
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towards  the  South,  and  intercepting  the  retreat.  Whilst  on  the  30th 
of  June,  King  William,  attended  bj  some  officers,  rode  along  the 
line  to  reconnoitre  the  position  of  the  Irish  army,^a  cannon  ball  from 
a  small  battery,  planted  on  a  neighbouring  height,  grazed  his  left 
shoulder.  It  came  quite  near  enough,  was  his  only  remark,  and  he 
continued  to  give  his  orders,  and  to  make  the  arrangements  for 
crossing  the  river.  The  post  of  honour  was  assigned  to  the  Danish 
contingent,  and  to  inspirit  them  the  more,  a  prophecy  was  circulated 
to  the  effect  that  the  Danes  had  subdued  Ireland  before,  and  it  was 
reserved  for  the  Danes  to  subdue  it  again.  They  bravely  threw 
themselves  into  the  river,  and  as  they  sank  up  to  their  shoulders  in 
the  water,  they  held  their  muskets  high  over  their  heads.  In  this 
condition  they  were  not  a  match  for  the  Irish  regiment  that  opposed 
them,  aud  they  were  driven  back  with  such  slaughter  that  they  did 
not  make  a  second  attempt  to  cross  the  river.  At  Oldbridge  three 
battalions  of  the  Dutch  guards  and  two  divisions  of  the  French 
Huguenot  refueees  endeavoured  to  secure  the  ford.  An  Irish 
battalion  posted  behind  walls  and  fences  poured  out  such  an  effective 
fire  upon  them  that  they  were  twice  driven  back,  but  at  length  the 
Dutch  guards  were  enabled  to  gain  a  firm  footing  and  held  their 
ground.  It  was  whilst  endeavouring  to  rally  the  French  Huguenots 
that  Marshal  Schomberg  met  his  death.  Two  Irish  dragoons  who,  on 
account  of  his  brilliant  uniform,  took  him  for  King  William,  rode 
down  upon  him  and  simultaneously  sabred  him  upon  the  head.  Such 
is  the  narrative  of  the  German  officers,  whilst  they  forwarded  to  the 
Continent  an  account  of  the  death  of  their  distinguished  countryman. 
Meanwhile  other  detachments  from  the  left  wing  of  the  enemy  had 
crossed  the  river  lower  down,  so  that  further  opposition  became  use- 
less. So  determined  however  had  been  the  resistance  offered  to  the 
main  body  of  King  William's  army,  and  so  terrible  the  slaughter  of 
those  who  had  attempted  to  pass  the  river  in  the  face  of  the  Irish 
troops  that  no  pursuit  was  attempted,  not  a  single  piece  of  artillery 
was  captured,  and  very  few  of  the  Irish  were  slain.  Strange  to  say, 
some  of  those  who  distinguished  themselves  most  on  the  side  of 
King  William  were  the  Catholic  auxiliaries  from  Grermany  who,  after 
the  battle,  were  complimented  for  their  bravery.  Eanke,  who  through- 
out his  narrative  can  find  words  of  praise  only  for  the  Prince  of 
Orange,  from  a  minute  examination  of  all  the  documents  connected 
with  the  eugagement,  is  forced  to  conclude :  "  This  action  can  hardly 
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be  called  a  battle ;  it  was  the  passage  of  a  river,  with  some  skirmishes 
on  the  other  bank,  against  an  enemy  who  was  just  then  engaged  in 
shifting  his  position,  and  was  thinking  of  retreat  more  than  of 
serious  resistance." 

On  the  19th  of  July,  1690,  King  William  entered  Kilkenny  and  was 
entertained  with  great  splendour  by  the  Duke  of  Ormonde  at  the  Caatle 
which  had  been  left  intact  by  the  Irish  troops.  A  few  days  before, 
Tyrconnel  and  a  considerable  portion  of  the  Irish  army  had  passed 
through  the  city,  but  had  maintained  strict  discipline  and  had 
interdicted  every  attempt  at  plunder  under  the  severest  penalties. 
John  Archdekin  was  at  this  time  Mayor  of  the  city.  He  and  the 
whole  Catholic  Corporation  were  at  once  set  aside  by  King  William 
and  a  number  of  Protestant  Justices  were  appointed  in  their  stead. 
A  bill  of  expenses  which  he  had  incurred,  presented  by  the  Mayor, 
Archdekin,  gives  some  curious  details : 

£  8.  d. 

"For  salt  to  the  militia  of  Dublin  ...    0    3  0 

For  candles  to  Lord  Tyrconnel  after  the  route 

of  the  Boyne  ...    0    8  0 

To  Patrick  MacMoran  for  shoeing  Colonel 
Sheldon's  horses,  he  helping  to  keep  the 
city  from  plunder  after  the  route  ...    0    5  0 

For  iron  for  shoeing  Lord  Tyrconnel' s  horses     ...    IK  0 

Paid  men  and  women  for  carrying  corn  to  the  mill 

for  want  of  horses,  to  make  bread  for  the  army    0    3  0 

Paid  Nicholas  Murphy  for  seven  carcases  of  mutton 
given  to  the  guards  that  came  with  Lord 
Tyrconnel    ...    3    0  1 

For  iron  delivered  to  Thomas  Barry  for  mending 
the  locks  of  the  city  gate  after  the  route  of 
the  Boyne  ...  1  16  0 

For  mounting  seven  iron  sakers,  the  diameter  of 
each  three  inches  and  a  half,  their  length 
from  the  base  ring  to  the  muzzle  seven  feet 
and  a  half ;  three  of  them  mounted  on  field- 
carriages,  and  four  on  truckles  ;  four  being 
placed  on  the  half  moons  of  the  city  walls 
and  three  about  the  Castle  of  Kilkenny  ».  25  14  3 

With  the  defeat  at  Aughrim  in  July,  1691,  and  the  capitulation  of 


448         OssoRY  Arch^sological  Society. 


Limerick  a  few  weeks  later  the  struggle  was  brought  to  a  close. 
King  Williatn  wished  to  conciliate  the  Irish  Catholics,  and  was  anxious 
that  the  terms  of  the  Limerick  treaty  would  be  faithfully  kept,  but 
the  Irish  Protestants  would  have  none  of  that.  They  had  heretofore 
at  their  pleasure  maligned  and  oppressed  and  persecuted  the  Catholics 
of  Ireland  and  why  should  this  pastime  be  now  denied  them.  And 
thus  at  once  began  the  long  series  of  persecuting  statutes,  known  as 
the  Penal  Laws  which  extended  throughout  the  whole  of  the  18th 
century  and  continued  to  our  own  time.  The  dethroned  monarch 
writes  from  St.  Germain  to  the  Pope  on  the  3 1st  of  January,  1692: 
"Tandem  Hibernise  regnum  capitalium  hostium  nostrorum  longe 
superiori  potestate  et  viribus  integrum  nobis  periit,  qui  non  modo 
nobiles  et  illustriores  familias  penitus  delerunt,  ssd  rabie  plane 
diaboliea  in  religionem  Catholicam  impulsi  impiis  mirisque  artibus 
juramenta  excogitarunt  quibus  reliquos  subditos  nostros  Catholicos 
aut  sacram  fidem  debitamque  Sedi  Apostolicsa  obedientiam  ejurare 
aut  extrema  quaeque  pati  summaque  adire  discrimina  coegerunt. 
lamque  illorum  fere  innumeri  patriam,  affines,  et  amicos  bonaque  sua 
omnia,  misero  egentes  et  in  terra  aliena  exules  reliquerunt  potius 
quam  ut  tanta  eorum  in  Deum  Eeligioni  aut  in  nos  fidelitati  labes 
inureretur."    (Vatican  Archives.) 

In  Kilkenny  the  Catholic  schools  were  closed,  the  College  broken 
up,  and  the  clergy  scattered.  The  Bishop,  though  obliged  to  conceal 
himself  from  public  pursuit,  did  not  quit  his  flock.  The  Archbishop 
of  Cashel  writing  from  Eehil  to  the  Internuncio  at  Brussels,  the  20th 
of  September,  1692,  gives  the  following  interesting  particulars: 
There  are  at  present  in  this  Kingdom  only  two  Bishops.  For,  last 
year  two  Archbishops  and  two  Bishops  fled  to  Prance,  leaving  their 
Dioceses  in  sad  affliction ;  and  since  then  three  other  Bishops  have  died 
here,  so  that  at  present  there  are  only  two  Prelates  alive  and  minister- 
ing to  their  flocks,  the  Archbishop  of  Cashel  and  the  Bishop  of  Ossory. 
There  are  many  who  will  be  proposed  for  the  vacant  Sees,  but  it  is 
necessary  for  the  S.  Congregation  to  proceed  with  great  caution  in 
these  calamitous  times.  Perhaps  some  one  will  solicit  the  appointment 
of  the  Eev.  Edmund  DuUany  to  the  See  of  Emly,  and  should  such  be 
the  case  I  conscientiously  declare  that  there  is  not  a  man  in  this 
Kingdom  better  suited  or  more  deserving  of  that  dignity,  on  account 
of  his  learning,  zeal,  and  prudence  in  administration,  and  I  am  able  in 
all  sincerity  to  attest  this,  because  I  have  known  him  for  many  years, 
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and  I  believe  hiui  to  be  deserving  of  the  highest  ecclesiastical  dignity 
in  this  Kingdom."    (Propaganda  Archives.) 

The  three  deceased  Bishops  to  whom  reference  is  here  made  were 
the  Bishops  of  Meath  and  Kildare,  and  the  Archbishop  of  Dublin. 
There  is  in  the  Propaganda  Archives,  Eome,  a  letter  from  the  Rev. 
James  Eustace,  nephew  of  Dr.  Patrick  Russell,  Archbishop  of  Dublin, 
who,  writing  from  Paris  on  the  10th  of  November,  1692,  states  that 
the  Archbishop,  his  uncle,  had  not  quitted  his  flock  all  the  time  of 
the  siege  of  Limerick,  but  had  remained  concealed  out  in  the  woods 
or  on  the  Dublin  and  Wicklow  mouutains,  and  after  enduring  incredible 
hardships  was  three  times  arrested  and  thrown  into  a  dark  dungeon 
where  he  at  length  expired.  And  he  adds  :  "  At  present  there  are  in 
all  Ireland  only  two  Bishops,  viz.,  the  Archbishop  of  Cashel,  who, 
notwithstanding  the  many  rumours  of  his  death,  is,  thanks  to  God, 
still  alive  and  in  good  health,  and  the  Bishop  of  Ossory.  Both  are 
now  old,  but  I  hope  that  God  in  his  paternal  love  will  preserve  them 
for  our  unfortunate  people.  The  persecution  continues  to  rage  in 
Ireland,  though  the  English  circulate  reports  to  the  contrary. 
Thousands  and  thousands  are  every  day  dying  of  starvation.  There 
never  was  a  country  reduced  to  such  misery." 

The  famine  to  which  reference  is  here  made,  was  occasioned  by 
the  destruction  of  the  crops  and  the  devastation  of  the  country  by 
the  Williamite  troops.  King  William  himself  maintained  strict 
discipline  in  the  troops  under  his  immediate  command.  Coming  un- 
expectedly on  a  company  of  his  soldiers  in  the  act  of  plundering  a 
poor  woman  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Kilkenny,  he  ordered  the  whole 
company  to  be  hanged.  But  it  was  far  otherwise  with  the  other 
divisions  of  his  army.  Of  the  troops  under  Douglas's  command, 
Leland  writes  :  "  He  marched  as  through  an  enemy's  country  ;  his 
men  plundering,  and  even  murdering  with  impunity,  in  defiance  of 
the  royal  proclamation,  or  the  formal  orders  of  their  general.  As  he 
advaneed,  the  Irish  peasantry  appeared  successively  in  consideni,ble 
bodies  to  claim  the  benefit  of  King  William's  declaration ;  and  were 
successively  ensnared  by  assurances  of  protection,  and  exposed  to  all 
the  violences  of  the  soldiers."  Rev.  Mr.  Gorge,  who  was  secretary 
to  General  Schomberg,  and  eye-witness  of  what  he  relates,  writing  to 
Colonel  Hamilton  in  London,  describes  "  the  robbing  and  plundering 
at  pleasure,  denying  the  people  bread  or  seed  of  their  own  corn, 
though  the  General,  by  his  public  proclamation,  requires  both,  and 
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some  openly  and  publicly  contemning  and  scorning  tlie  said  procla- 
mation, whereby  multitudes  of  families  are  already  reduced  to  want 
of  bread,  and  left  only  to  beg,  or  steal,  or  starve and  he  adds : 
"  The  truth  is,  too  many  of  the  English,  as  well  as  Danes  and  French 
(Huguenots)  are  highly  oppressive  to  the  poor  country."  We  must 
bear  in  mind  that  the  secretary  of  Schomberg  was  not  moved  by  any 
sympathy  for  the  Irish  Catholics  to  write  these  doleful  words.  But 
the  English  and  mercenary  troops  of  King  William  were  fired  with 
hatred  against  everything  Irish,  and  in  their  devastating  career  the 
Protestants  and  Catholics  were  alike  involved  in  the  common  ruin. 
Hinc  illae  lachrymse ! 

In  the  list  of  the  clergy  of  Ireland,  registered  in  the  year  1704, 
we  meet  with  no  fewer  than  98  Priests  who  were  promoted  to  the 
Holy  Order  of  Priesthood  by  Dr.  O'Phelan,  Bishop  of  Ossory.  It  is 
curious  and  instructive  to  observe  where  the  ordinations  were  held. 
Thus  in  1669  they  were  held  in  Kilkenny;  in  April,  1670,  at  Kilcash; 
in  1671,  at  Kilcash;  in  1674,  in  Kilkenny  and  at  Thomastown ; 
in  September,  1675,  in  Kilkenny  and  at  Garryricken ;  in 
1677,  at  Coolagh;  in  1678,  in  Kilkenny;  in  1679,  in  Kilkenny; 
in  1680,  in  Kilkenny  and  at  Garryricken ;  in  1681,  in  Kil- 
kenny, at  Garryricken,  and  at  Corstown  (the  residence  of  the 
Grace  family  at  Courtstown) ;  in  1682,  in  Kilkenny,  the  Eev. 
Cornelius  Xeary,  who  was  afterwards  so  remarkable  in  the  ecclesiastical 
history  of  Dublm,  being  on  that  occasion  promoted  to  the  Priesthood  ; 
in  1684,  in  Kilkenny  and  at  Garryricken  ;  in  1685,  in  Kilkenny  and 
at  Garryricken ;  in  1686,  in  Kilkenny  and  at  Garryricken  ;  in  1687,  in 
Kilkenny,  at  Garryricken  and  at  Callan  ;  in  1688,  in  Kilkenny  and  at 
Garryricken ;  in  1689,  in  Kilkenny  :  in  1690,  in  Kilkenny,  at  Callan, 
at  Whitescourt,  at  Ennis,  and  at  Gortnatubrid,  County  of  Limerick ;  in 
1691,  in  Kilkenny ;  in  1692,  in  Kilkenny  and  at  Carrick-on-Suir ;  in 
September,  1693,  in  Kilkenny  ;  in  1694,  in  Kilkenny,  and  on  the  5th 
of  December,  1694,  at  Garryricken.  This  is  the  latest  date  assigned 
to  the  ordinations  held  by  Dr.  O'Phelan.  Prom  a  Propaganda  entry 
we  learn  that  he  died  in  the  month  of  January,  1695.  The  place  of 
his  demise  is  not  recorded,  but  as  we  meet  with  him  in  the  preceding 
month  concealed  at  Garryricken  to  evade  the  pursuit  of  the  priest- 
catchers,  it  is  not  improbable  that  it  was  there  he  departed  this  life 
and  that  he  was  interred  in  the  neighbouring  burial-place  at  Killamery. 

Some  valuable  sacred  vessels  are  still  preserved  dating  from  this 
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period.  In  the  parochial  Church  of  Borris,  County  of  Carlow,  there 
is  a  silver  chalice,  the  base  of  which  is  embossed  with  angels,  and 
underneath  it  has  the  inscription :  "  D.  Bernardus  Cavanagh  de 
Borris  me  fieri  fecit.  Orate  pro  D.  Jacobo  Phelan  Episcopo  Ossoriensi." 
At  St.  Canice's,  in  the  City  of  Kilkenny,  a  silver  chalice,  beautifully 
ornamented,  bears  the  inscription :  "  Ja.  Phelan.  Ep.  Ossorien. 
me  fieri  curavit.    Anno  Domini,  1669." 
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WILLIAM  BATON,  1696-1712. 

William  Daton,  or  Dalton,  was  born  when  the  Confederate  cause 
had  attained  the  zenith  of  its  success,  in  the  year  1644.  He  was  of 
the  Daton  (pronounced  Dawton)  family  of  Kildalton,  and  he  was  as  yet 
a  child  when  his  father,  Eedmond  Dalton,  was  driven  from  the 
paternal  estate,  and  his  rich  lands,  comprising  the  greater  part  of  the 
present  Bessborough  property  at  Piltown,  were  handed  over  to  some 
Cromwellian  adventurer.  From  a  paper  contributed  to  our  Society 
by  Very  Eev.  Canon  Moore,  we  learn  that  the  old  Church  of  Kildalton 
stood  a  little  to  the  front  of  the  present  Bessborough  mansion,  and 
that  one  fine  monument  having  a  beautiful  floriated  cross  carved  in 
relief  upon  it,  still  remains,  being,  as  appears  from  the  portion  of  the 
inscription  still  legible,  the  tomb  of  Eedmond  Dalton,  father  of  our 
Bishop.  Canon  Moore  further  informs  us  that  the  sister  of  Dr.  Daton 
became  in  after  years  Abbess  of  the  Eoyal  Convent  of  St.  Denis,  near 
Paris,  that  he  had  relations  in  the  French  military  service,  and  that 
his  niece  (or  grandniece),  Anne  Dalton,  who  died  in  Thomastown  in 
1806,  in  her  80th  year,  and  is  buried  with  her  father,  Eedmond 
Dalton,  in  the  old  churchyard  of  Thomastown,  often  complained  of 
the  harsh  treatment  experienced  by  her  grandfather,  or  great  grand- 
father, at  the  hands  of  those  to  whom  the  paternal  estates  had  been 
transferred. 

The  Catholic  schools  being  closed  at  home  under  the  Puritan 
tyranny,  young  Daton  proceeded  to  the  Continent  to  pursue  his 
studies,  and  read  the  preparatory  course  at  Eennes,  and  attended 
lectures  in  the  higher  classes  at  the  Sorbonne  in  Paris.  Being  pro- 
moted to  the  Priesthood  about  the  year  1670,  he  was  soon  after 
appointed  by  Dr.  O'Phelan  Chancellor  of  the  Diocesan  Chapter  of 
Ossory,  but  he  continued  to  reside  in  Paris,  as  well  to 
complete  the  higher  course  of  Theology  and  Canon  Law,  as 
to  discharge  the  duties  of  Eepresentative  of  the  Irish  Bishops  and 
Clergy  in  that  Catholic  capital.  It  was  during  his  stay  in  Paris  that 
a  report  was  industriously  circulated  throughout  the  Continent  to  the 
effect  that  the  Irish  Priests,  particularly  those  resident  in  Paris,  were 
infected  with  Jansenism,  and  that  they  were  strenuous  upholders  of 
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the  Gallican  propositions.  lu  all  this  there  was  not  a  particle  of 
truth,  and  to  remove  so  foul  a  stigma  from  the  fair  fame  of  the  Irish 
Priesthood,  all  the  Irish  Priests  of  the  French  capital,  on  the  26th  of 
August,  1676,  signed  a  declaration  addressed  to  the  S.  Congregation 
of  Propaganda,  expressive  of  their  devoted  loyalty  to  holy  Church 
and  reprobating  all  the  condemned  propositions  of  Jansenius  and 
every  other  tenet  not  conformable  to  the  teaching  of  the  Apostolic 
See.  They  moreover  pray  the  S.  Congregation  to  extend  to  them- 
selves and  all  their  countrymen  its  favour  and  patronage,  for  "  they 
were  driven  from  their  homes  and  despoiled  of  their  temporal  goods 
on  account  of  their  devotedness  to  the  faith  of  Christ,  and  their 
obedience  to  the  holy  Apostolic  See,  and  they  were  now  in  foreign 
parts,  as  well  in  the  Sacred  Faculty  of  Paris,  as  in  the  other  Catholic 
Universities,  applying  themselves  with  all  their  energy,  though  at 
great  labour  and  in  great  poverty,  to  acquire  learning  and  virtue." 
They  add  that  "  under  the  protection  of  the  S.  Congregation  they 
hope  to  be  able  to  pursue  their  studies  in  peace  and  tranquility,  and 
these  studies  being  ended,  to  return  home  that  by  word  and  by  example 
they  may  procure  merit  for  themselves  and  advantage  for  the  children  of 
Christ.'*  ,  Among  the  signatories  to  this  important  document  we  meet 
"  Guillelmus  Daton,  presbyter  Ossoriensis,  Ecclesiee  Cathedralis  Kil- 
keniensis  Cancellarius,  et  S.  Theologise  licentiatus,  necnon  constant- 
issimse  nationis  Procurator."  (Spicilegium  Ossoriense,  vol.  2,  page 
220.)  One  other  Priest  of  Ossory  also  signs  his  name  to  it:  "  Kelatius 
Fitz  Patricius,  presbyter  Ossoriensis,  Theologus." 

Eeturning  to  his  native  Diocese,  Dr.  Daton  applied  himself  with 
zeal  to  the  duties  of  the  sacred  ministry,  and  presided  over  the 
classical  school  organised  in  the  city  of  Kilkenny  by  the  devoted 
Bishop,  Dr.  O'Phelan.  Under  his  care  the  Catholic  school  seems  to 
have  quite  eclipsed  the  Protestant  College.  It  was  at  this  time  that 
Swift,  afterwards  so  well  known  as  Dean  of  St.  Patrick's,  was  a 
student  in  the  latter  institution,  and  in  after  life  he  used  often  to  say 
that  whatever  may  have  been  the  knowledge  he  brought  into  it,  he 
brought  nothing  out  of  it.  A  few  years  later  Dr.  Daton's  name 
appears  as  President  of  the  Royal  College  of  St.  Canice's,  instituted 
by  Eoyal  Charter  of  James  the  Second,  dated  the  21st  of  February, 
1689.  Dr.  Daton  was  also  Dean  of  the  Chapter  of  Ossory,  and,  as  we 
have  already  seen,  was  present  as  Eepresentative  of  the  Chapter  at 
the  Provincial  Synods,  held  at  this  period  by  the  Archbishop  of  Dublin, 
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On  tlie  death  of  Dr.  O'Phelau,  the  exiled  monarch,  James  the 
Second,  presented  the  namefof  Dr.  Daton  for  the  vacant  See,  and  [he  was 
dulj  preconized  in  the  Consistory  of  the  23rd  of  January,  1696.  The 
following  are  the;  Consistorial  entries  which  have  reference  to  his 
appointment : — 

"  Die  23»  Januarii,  1696 ;  in  proximo  Consistorio  ego  Paulutiiis 
Cardinalis  de  Alteriis  prseconium  faciam  Ecclesise  Ossoriensis  vacantis 
per  ohitum  Jacobi  O'Phelan,  illius  nltimi  Episcopi,  extra  E.  Curiam 
def uncti,  et  in  sequenti  referam  illius  statum,  et  qualitates  VenerabiUs 
Viri  Grulielmi  Dalton,  presbyteri,  a  Jacobo,  Anglise  Scotise  et  Hibernise 
rege,  nominati.  Dicta  Ecclesia  ab  haereticis  occupatur  et  ideo  illius 
status  potius  est  deplorandus  quani  recensendus.  Promovendus  ex 
legitimo  matrimonio  est,  Catholicis  et  honestis  parentibus  natus  in  50 
vel  circiter  suae  setatis  anno  coastitutus,  a  pluribus  annis  presbyter,  in 
S.  Theologia  licentiatus,  qui  per  plures  annos  curam  animarum  in  dicta 
Dioecesi,  et  Vicarii  Generalis  munus  exercuit. 

Die  209  Pebruarii,  refereuto  Palutio  Cardinale  de  Alteriis,  ad 
nominationem  Jacobi,  &c.,  Sua  Sanctitas  providit  Ecclesise  Ossoriensi 
de  persona  Gulielmi  Dalton,  &c.,  cum  retentione  compatabilium,  ac 
indulto  suscipiendi  munus  consecrationis  ab  uno  Episcopo  assiistenti- 
bus  sibi  duabus  Dignitatibus,  &c." 

For  two  years  after  his  consecration,  Dr.  Daton  laboured  in 
season  and  out  of  season  to  instruct  his  flock  and  to  administer  the 
Holy  Sacraments  to  them.  He  was  repeatedly  exposed  to  imminent 
peril  of  his  life  ;  more  than  once  he  was  arrested  and  thrown  into  prison, 
and  it  was  only  through  the  patronage  of  powerful  friends  that  he 
was  enabled  to  regain  his  liberty.  The  dominant  Protestant  faction 
allowed  no  time  to  be  lost  that  they  might  complete  their  triumph, 
and  trample  upon  the  plighted  treaty  of  Limerick,  and  forge  new 
fetters  for  the  defenceless  Catholics  of  Ireland.  The  Irish  Parliament 
in  1689  had  cancelled  the  Act  of  Settlement  of  Charles  the  Second  : 
thus  the  estates  unjustly  confiscated  by  the  Puritans  were  restored  to 
their  real  owners,  and  it  is  not  improbable  that  Eedmond  Dalton  was 
enabled  to  re-enter  for  a  time  into  possession  of  his  ancestral  domain. 
In  the  very  first  session  of  Parliament  in  Dublin  under  William  the 
Third,  all  the  laws  passed  by  the  Parliament  of  1689  were  cancelled,  and 
the  Acts  themselves  were  ordered  to  be  publicly  burned.  In  addition  to 
this  everything  that  remained  to  the  Catholics  of  their  estates  was 
confiscated  and  large  endowments  were  granted  to  the  foreign  officers 
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and  other  friends  of  the  Court.  All  this  however  did  not  suffice  for 
the  enemies  of  the  Catholics  in  England,  and  as  the  English  Par- 
liament now  claimed  the  right  to  legislate  for  Ireland,  they  framed  a 
Bill  and  passed  it  without  a  protest,  and  directed  that  it  should  be 
strictly  enforced  that  "  no  Papist  be  allowed  to  purchase  any  part  of 
the  confiscated  estates  in  Ireland  ;  but  that  they  be  permitted  to 
labour  thereon,  and  to  dwell  in  a  cabin,  provided  their  tenement  did 
not  exceed  in  value  the  rent  of  thirty  shillings  a  year." 

The  Irish  Protestants  however  when  there  was  a  question  of 
pursuing  Catholics  with  enmity,  stood  but  little  in  need  of  stimulus 
from  their  English  brethern.  In  1697  they  passed  two  stringent 
laws,  which  were  a  fitting  commencement  of  the  long  series  of  the 
Penal  Laws  enacted  in  the  following  reigns.  The  first  decreed  (9ih 
of  William  the  Third,  chap.  1)  that  all  Popish  Archbishops,  Bishops, 
Vicars -general,  deans,  Jesuits,  monks,  friars,  and  all  other  regular 
Popish  clergy,  and  all  Papists  exercising  any  ecclesiastical  jurisdic- 
tion should  depart  from  the  Kingdom  before  the  1st  of  May,  1698,  on 
pain  of  imprisonment  till  transportation ;  and  that,  returning  from 
transportation,  they  would  be  guilty  of  high-treason.  The  second 
Act  prohibited  all  Catholic  Priests  from  entering  the  Kingdom,  under 
penalty  of  twelve  months'  imprisonment,  to  be  followed  by  trans- 
portation, and  of  high- treason,  should  they  return  after  having  been 
transported.  Matthew  O'Connor,  describing  the  action  of  these  laws, 
writes :  "  The  Catholic  Clergy  submitted  to  their  hard  destiny  with 
Christian  resignation.  They  repaired  to  the  seaport  towns  fixed  for 
their  embarkation,  and  took  an  everlasting  farewell  of  their  country 
and  friends,  of  everything  dear  and  valuable  in  this  world.  Many  of 
them  were  descending  in  the  vale  of  tears,  and  must  have  been  anxious 
to  deposit  their  bones  with  the  ashes  of  their  ancestors ;  they  were 
now  transported  to  foreign  lands,  where  they  would  find  no  fond 
breast  to  rely  upon,  no  pious  tear  to  attend  their  obsequies.  Yet 
their  enemies  could  not  deprive  them  of  the  consolations  of  religion  : 
that  first-born  offspring  of  heaven  still  cheered  them  in  adversity  and 
exile,  smoothed  the  rugged  path  of  death,  and  closed  their  last  falter- 
ing accents  with  benedictions  on  their  country,  and  prayers  for  their 
persecutors.  Such  as  were  apprehended  after  the  time  limited  for 
deportation,  werf>  loaded  with  irons  and  imprisoned  until  transported, 
to  attestj  on  some  foreign  shore,  the  weakness  of  the  G-overnment  and 
the  cruelty  of  their  (Protestant)  countrymen,"  In  connection  with  this 
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transportation  scheme  an  official  list  was  made  out  of  the  number  of 
the  Clergy  in  Ireland,  as  far  as  they  could  he  discovered  by  the 
agents  of  the  Government.  They  are  not  assigned  to  their  respective 
Dioceses  but  to  the  various  military  districts.  A  copy  of  this  curious 
document  is  preserved  as  follows  in  the  British  Museum  Additional 
MSS.,  18,022:— 


E.  C.  CLEEGY  OF  IRELAND,  A.D.  1697. 


Diatricts. 

Secular 

1 

Regular 

Observations, 

Armagh 

30 

5 

Whereof  1  Dean  Bar.  Cremone.  14  or 
15  friars. 

Athlone 

49 

5 

Baltimore 

9 

3 

Cavan 

30 

8 

Whereof  1  Dean  and  Vicar-General. 

Clonmell 

37 

15 

Whereof  1  Vicar-General. 

Coleraine  ... 

14 

2 

Cork  Port 

8 

4 

Cork  Excise  ... 

18 

5 

Whereof  one  Bishop. 

Dingle 

42 

12 

Whereof  1  Vicar-General. 

Donoghedee  ... 

— 

— 

No  Eoll. 

Drogheda 

4 

6 

One  Lord  Abbot. 

Dublin  Port  ... 

5 

27 

Dublin  County 

17 

17 

Dnndalk 

11 

6 

Ennis 

42 

14 

Foxford 

49 

42 

Gallway  Port 

19 

13 

Gallway  Excise 

68 

60 

1  Bishop,  2  Vicars-Gen.,  2 Provincials, 
9  Priors  and  Guardians. 

Kilkenny 

26 

13 

Killibegs 

14 

12 

Emmiisary. 

Kinsale 

7 

2 

Limerick 

Q 
V 

9 

Lisburn 

15 

No  distinction  whether  Secular  or 

Regular, 

Londonderry  ... 

1 

Maryburrow  .., 

32 

5 

Mallow 

52 

6 

Naas 

24 

16 

One  Vicar-General. 

Sligoe 

33 

29 

Strubane 

17 

1 

Strangford 

27 

6 

Trim 

66 

32 

1   Archdeacon,,  1  VicapGeneral,  1 
Bishop. 

Waterford  ... 

21 

8 

1  Bishop. 

Wexford 

24 

8 

Wicklow 

12 

5 

Youghall 

6 

3 

833 

389 

Total,  1,227. 

Dr.  Daton  openly  set  this  transportation  law  at  defiance,  and  when 
brought  before  the  Court,  avowed  his  determination,  if  transported,  to 
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return  immediately  to  the  Kingdom  and  to  spend  his  life  for  his  suffering 
flock.  This  was  construed  to  be  a  defiance  of  the  laws  of  the  land,  and 
treason  against  the  State,  and  sentence  of  death  was  registered  against 
him.  By  the  interposition  however  of  powerful  friends,  probably  the 
Butlers  of  Kilcash  and  Garryricken,  who  had  often  sheltered  him  in 
time  of  danger,  and  who  now  pledged  their  own  life  as  guarantee  that 
the  Bishop  would  not  return,  his  sentence  was  commuted  to  per- 
petual banishment. 

Thus  become  a  Confessor  for  the  Catholic  Faith,  the  heroic 
Prelate  was  sent  into  exile  in  the  month  of  April,  1698,  and  with 
several  of  the  Clergy,  wholly  unprovided  with  even  the  necessaries  of  life, 
landed  on  the  French  coast.  Before  taking  his  departure  from  Kil- 
kenny he  deposited  his  books  in  a  large  case  and  trunk  "  at  Mr.  John 
Cody's  house."  He  also  consigned  to  safe  hands  the  sacred  vestments 
and  other  reHgious  ornaments,  of  which  the  following  list  in  his  own 
handwriting  has  happily  been  preserved  to  us  :— - 

"  A  green  casula,  maniple,  velum,  stole. 

"  A  green  antipendium  with  five  crosses  of  cramsin  sattin. 

"  A  cramsin  sattin  casula,  stole,  maniple  &  velum  edged  with 
greene  &  edged  with  silver  lace  &  a  silver  crosse  in  the  middle. 

A  red  silke  casula  flowered  with  white  &  green,  the  stole 
maniple  velum  of  the  same,  laced  all  with  gold  &  silver  lace. 

"  A  purple  silke  antipendium  with  large  silver  lace  at  the  bottom. 

"  An  ash-coloured  silke  antipendium  flowered. 

"  A  violet-flowered  antipendium,  laced  with  a  large  silver  lace  & 
silver  fringe,  casula,  velum,  maniple  of  the  same, 

"  A  white  silke  cape,  cloath  of  silver  to  the  cape. 

"  A  great  &  sweete  altar  bell. 

•*  A  green  silke  with  siJver  &  red  lines,  as  much  as  will  make  a 
casula,  &c. :  with  yellow  silke  lineing  to  be  fitted  thereunto. 

"  A  red  flowered  silke  casula  with  gold  &  silver  lace,  velum,  stole, 
maniple,  bursa  of  the  same. 

"  A  violet  flowered  silke  antipendium,  casula,  bursa,  stole, 
maniple  of  the  same  laced  with  gold  speckled  with  silver  lace. 

"A  rich  white  embrodered  velum  with  Jestjs  in  gold  in  the 
middle  and  circled  round  with  gold. 

"  A  flowered  browne  sattin  velum  lined  with  red  silke. 

"  Two  violet  sattin  cushins. 

"  A  blacke  silke  cape. 

20 
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"  Two  blacke  sattin  cushins. 

"  A  white  silver  casula,  stole,  maniple,  velum  and  bursa  with  gold 

lace. 

"  A  black  sattin  casula,  stole,  maniple,  velum  &  antipendium  of 
the  same  with  silver  lace. 

Three  albes.    An  altar  carde.    A  hoUand  altar  cloath. 

"All  the  above  vestments  &  ornaments  are  in  a  trunk,  which  I 
ordered  to  be  left  at  Mathew  Keally's  house,  as  witnesse  my  hand 
this  11th  of  Aprill,  1698." 

To  this  list,  and  to  the  list  of  his  books,  Dr.  Daton  adds  a 
testamentary  disposal  of  all  his  goods,  as  follows  : — 

"  Whereas,  I  am  banished  by  order  of  the  Government,  in  case  I 
should  dye  in  my  banishment,  I  order  all  my  bookes  to  be  put  into 
my  predecessor's  liberary  at  G-arririckin,  if  there  be  any  prospect 
that  the  Church  should  flourish,  I  mean  those  above  specified  bookes, 
as  alsoe  the  trunkefull  I  leave  at  Mr.  Lee's.  If  there  be  no  prospect 
(of  religion  being  restored)  I  leave  them  to  my  nephew  to  be  dis- 
tributed amongst  the  clergy  for  my  soule.  And  as  to  the  above 
ornaments  and  church  stu:ffe,  I  order  they  should  be  divided  betwixt 
our  Lady's  parish  and  the  Cathedrall.  Item,  I  order  that  of  my 
church  plate,  the  challice  that  beares  the  name  of  James  Phelan, 
Bishop  of  Ossorie,  may  be  given  to  St.  Kenny's  church,  if  in 
Catholicke  hands ;  if  not,  to  the  Catholicke  pastor  of  St.  Kenny's.  It 
weighs  sixteen  ounces.  And  my  chalice,  weighing  24  ounces  and  a- 
half,  I  order  it  for  our  Lady's.  Item,  I  leave  to  St.  Kenny's  the 
sylver  crucifix,  weighing  15  ounces,  and  the  small  sylver  bottle  weigh- 
ing two  ounces  &  a-halfe  to  St.  Kenny's.  The  rest  of  my  challices  & 
plate  I  order  may  be  given  to  my  nephew  Richard  Daton,  along  with 
the  cheste  wherein  they  are  contained,  and  which  layes  at  Mr.  John 
Cody's  house,  as  may  appeare  by  the  annexed  note  of  his.  But  in 
case  I  should  returne  backe  to  this  Kingdom  again,  I  intend  that  the 
aforesaid  things  should  remaine  to  my  owne  use  &  disposition.  All 
which  I  declare  to  be  my  will,  as  witnesse  my  hand  this  11th  of 
Aprill,  1698.    William  Daton,  Bishop  of  Ossorie." 

The  invaluable  document  which  has  handed  down  to  us  these 
interesting  details  preserves  also,  written  underneath  the  Bishop's  will, 
the  original  receipt  given  by  Dr.  Daton's  immediate  successor  in  the 
See  of  Ossory,  attesting  that  the  sacred  bequest  intended  for  St. 
Canice's  Church  had  been  duly  consigned  to  him  : 
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"  I  doe  acknowledge  to  have  received  from  Mr.  Eichard  Daton, 
Executor  of  Dr.  William  Daton,  Bishop  of  Ossory,  the  Challice, 
Crucifix,  Silver  bottle  above  mencened  for  the  use  of  St.  Canice's 
Parish,  witnesse  my  hand  this  2nd  day  of  May,  1713.  Malach 
Dulany,  Catholick  Pastor  of  St.  Canice." 

At  the  risk  of  being  irksome  to  the  reader  I  wish  to  add  the  list 
of  the  Bishop's  books,  written  by  his  own  hand  ;  it  has  at  least  this 
merit  that  as  far  as  I  know,  it  is  the  only  list  that  has  come  down  to 
us  of  an  Irish  Bishop's  Library  in  those  days  of  persecution.  It  is 
as  follows: 

Controversise  Bellarmini,  in  3  tom. 

Bonacina,  2  vol.  in  fol. 

Baeza  in  Evangelia  1  tom,  in  fol. 

Philosophia  de  Ehodes,  in  fol. 

Theologia  Moralis  Candidi,  fob,  tom.  1 

Summa  ConciHorum  P.  Francisci  Longi  Capucini,  tom  1  = 

Missale  Eomanum  in  fol. 

Cornelius  a  Lapide  in  Evang.  tom.  1, 

A  Lapide  inEpistolas  S.  Pauli,  tom.  1. 

Maldonatus  in  Evangelia,  tom.  1. 

Genebrardi  Chronologia,  tom.  1. 

Joannes  Chrysostomus,  tom.  5  in  fol. 

Commentarii  in  Psalmos,  Michaelis  Aguani,  tom.  1. 

Theologia  Moralis,  Piliucii,  tom.  1,  in  fol. 

Suarez,  Contra  Eegem  Anglise,  tom.  1. 

Opera  D.  Basilii,  in  fob,  tom.  1. 

Lessius,  in  fob,  tom.  1. 

Estii,  Annotationes  in  Sac.  Scripturam,  tom.  1,  in  fol. 

Missale  Eomanum,  in  fol. 

Summa  Becani,  in  fol. 

Summa  S.  Thomse,  in  fob,  tom.  1. 

Ehodes  Theologia,  tom.  1. 

P.  Gonnet  Theologia,  in  fob,  tom.  5. 

Praxis  Fori  poenitentialis,  Eeginaldi. 

Concordantia  S.  Augustini. 

Summa  Hist.  Ecclesiasticte  Baronii  et  Continuatio  Spondani, 

in  4  vol.  in  fol. 
Summa  Conciliorum  Bail,  in  fob,  tom.  2. 
Corpus  Juris,  vol.  3. 
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Oeuvres  de  Granad,  in  fol.,  torn.  1. 

Scrip tura  Sacra,  in  fol.,  torn.  1. 

Dictionaruim  Historicum. 

Marcantius  in  Dominicas. 

Marcantius  in  festos. 

L'annee  pastorale  de  Caignet,  vol.  2. 

Concordantia  Bibliorum. 

Descarte  Philosophia. 

Barbosa  in  Concil.  Trident. 

Sermones  Calamati,  torn.  i. 

Missale  Eomanum. 

Pere  le  Jeun,  tom.  8. 

Les  Prones  Evangeliques,  torn.  1, 

Les  Sermons  de  Fixier,  vols.  10. 

Cseremoniale  Episeoporum. 

Missale  Eomanum  parvum. 

Conference  theologique  du  Chretien  interieur. 

Busambaum. 

Bonal,  torn.  2. 

Introduction  a  Thistoire. 

Introduction  aux  exercises  des  dix  jours. 

Philosophia  Barbaei,  vols.  5. 

La  vie  de  I'Eveque  de  Munster. 

Le  Chretien  interieur, 

L'histoire  du  Lutheranisme,  premier  tome. 

L'histoire  du  Vieux  et  nouveaux  Testament. 

Pontificale  Eomanum. 

Defence  invincible  de  la  verite  orthodoxe. 

Summa  Bonacinse. 

Eoyalle  prestrise  de  Pretre. 

Philosophie  de  Meiles. 

Conferences  ecclesiastiques  du  Diocese  de  Langres,  tom. 

Maauelle  des  Ceremonies  Eomaines. 

Le  Missionaire  paroissal. 

:M:edulla  Theologize,  Abelli,  vol.  2. 

Annales  Galantes. 

Virgile,  en  francais. 

Minucius  Felix,  en  francais. 

ExplicatioAs  des  Ceremomes  Eomaines. 
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Pensees  Chretiennes. 
Biblia  Sacra. 

La  prudence  des  Confesseurs. 

Le  banquet  sacre  de  TEucharistie. 

Dell'ouvrage  des  moines. 

Les  controverses  de  Forgemont. 

Conceptions  Theologiques. 

De  officio  et  potestate  Vicarii. 

An  English  Dictionary. 

De  laudibus  B.  Marise  Virginis. 

Style  des  Notaires  Ap. 

Elenchus  bsereticorum, 

Biblia  Sacra. 

Joannes  Eckius. 

Sermones  Eellarmini. 

Traite  de  Cbiromence. 

Eationale  Durandi. 

Historia  Sirmundi  de  pcenitentia  publica. 
Oenius. 

Mundi  tribulatio  ejusque  remedia. 

Sermons  de  Boucber. 

Considerations  sur  les  festes  de  la  vierge. 

Toletus. 

Archdeckin. 

Catecbismus  concilii  Tridentini. 
Arnoldi  Corvini  Synopsis  de  jure  can. 
Les  Vies  de  Plutarke. 
All  the  above  bookes  in  a  chest  at  Mr.  John  Cody's  house  as 
wittnesse  my  hand,  this  11th  day  of  Aprill,  98.    William  Datou. 
Pelletier  centre  Calvin. 
Homilise  Catholics  de  sacris  arcanis  Deiparse. 
Conciones  Voraginis. 

Historical  collections  of  Henry  the  2nd,  Francis  the  2nd, 
Charles  the  9th,  Henry  the  3rd,  and  Henry  the  4tb, 
written  by  a  Huguenot  pen. 

One  tome  of  Bellarmine's  Controversies  in  fol. 

Layman's  Morales, 

Concilium  Tridentinum, 

Joannes  Gagnaeus  in  Evangelia, 
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Historia  Ecclesiastica  Petri  Comestoris. 

La  condemDation  du  monde  par  le  mystere  de  1*  incarnation, 

par  Pere  Biroat. 
Manuale  Martini  Navarri. 
Institutiones  Cleonardi. 
Eituale  Eomanum  in  4to 
Becanus  de  Eepub.  Ecclesiastica,  in  4to. 
Sermons  pour  tons  les  diamanclies  de  I'annee. 
Smetius,  in  ^to. 
CalligrapHa,  in  4to. 
Processionale. 

An  end  of  controversie,  in  4to. 

Compendium  Bonacinse,  in  S^?. 

Conciliatio  locorum  Scripturae. 

Summa  Philosopliise  authore  Malhat,  in  80. 

Epistolse  S.  Hieronimi,  in  8q. 

Le  Secretaire  des  Secretaires,  in  8^. 

De  persecutione  Anglicana. 

Vita  et  doctrina  Christi  in  80. 

Lexicon  Juris  Civilis. 

Officium  Hebdomadse  Sacrse. 

La  couronne  de  la  Vierge. 

Consolation  pour  les  malades  et  affliges. 

Instruction  a  Tame  devote. 

Tribunal  Christi. 

Bellarminus  de  Scriptoribus  Ecclesiasticis. 

Introduction,  de  St.  Francois  de  Sales. 

Sermons  pour  les  festes  principles  de  I'annee  de  la  Noue. 

Tomus  primus  Arclideckin. 

Dictionarium  latinum  Graecogallicum. 

Eecueil  de  I'histoire  universelle. 

Archdeckin. 

Instructions  de  Bevelet. 
Vit9e  Sanctorum,  Mariani. 
Paradoxes,  ou  opinions  renversees. 
Methode  pour  assister  les  mourants. 
La  pbjsicke  f rancoise. 
Exemplorum  memorabilium  collectio. 
The  interpreter  of  hard  English  wordis. 
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Meditations  de  Busee. 
Epitres  dorees  de  Gevarre. 
CompeDdium  de  Layman. 
Le  Secretaire  de  la  Cour. 
Schola  Salerni. 

Petrus  a  S.  Joseph  de  uni versa  theologia. 

Concilium  Tridentinum. 

Idea  Theologiae  Moralis,  Petri  a  S.  Joseph. 

Busembaum. 

Controversie  of  William  Enos. 

Ordo  perpetuus  recitandi  divini  officii. 

Flores  exemplorum. 

Cluverius. 

Historia  Ecclesiastica  Eusebii. 

Philosophia  de  Charbon. 

MS.  de  divinis  attributis. 

The  right  course  of  preserving  health. 

Les  Souverains  Pontifes  of  Lessius. 

Bingfeldius. 

Drexellius  de  eleemosjna. 

Joannes  Ecliius,  de  controversiis. 

Traite  du  Jubilee. 

Le  theatre  du  monde. 

Virtutum  vitiorumque  exempla. 

Grammatica  Grssca. 

Pensees  Chretiennes. 

Soliloquia  Augustini. 

Ethimologicum  trilingue. 

Obligatio  audiendi  verbum  Dei  in  parochia. 

The  unkinde  Deserter. 
All  these  bookes  are  in  a  trunke  at  Mr.  John  Cody's  house,  as 
wittesse  my  hand  this  11th  of  Aprill,  98.    William  Daton." 

For  some  weeks  after  landing  on  the  French  coast  Dr.  Daton 
devoted  himself  to  visit  and  console  his  exiled  countrymen,  who  were 
then  to  be  found  in  every  seaport  town  of  France.  About  the  end  of 
June  he  proceeded  to  Paris.  A  letter  of  the  Papal  Nuncio  in  Paris, 
published  in  the  Spicilegium  OssotHense  (vol.  2,  page  334r),  conveys  to 
the  Cardinal  Secretary  of  State  in  Eome  the  intelligence  that  on  the 
2nd  of  July  he  had  been  visited  by  the  Primate  of  Ireland,  who  was 
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accompanied  by  the  Bishop  of  Ossorj,  "  very  recently  arrived  in  this  ' 
city  the  Nuncio  had  consigned  to  them  the  Papal  Brief  addressed 
to  all  the  suffering  faithful  clergy  and  people  of  Ireland,  comforting 
them  in  their  present  affliction,  and  encouraging  them  to  per- 
severe in  their  heroic  devotedness  to  the  true  Faith.  The  Nuncio 
adds,  that  on  this  occasion,  at  his  request,  the  Bishop  of  Ossory  drew 
up  and  presented  to  him  a  list  of  the  Irish  Prelates  who  still  survived; 
some  in  exile,  others  bravely  doing  battle  for  religion  at  home.  The  i 
following  is  this  short,  but  interesting  list : — 

"  The  Primate,  who  resides  with  the  Court  at  St.  Germain. 

The  Archbishop  of  Dublin,  in  exile  at  Strasburg. 

The  Archbishop  of  Tuam,   at  the  Abbey  of  St.  Amand,  in 
Belgium,  in  the  Diocese  of  Tournay. 

The  Archbishop  of  Cashel,  in  Ireland. 

The  Bishop  of  Elphin,  at  Louvain  in  Belgium. 

The  Bishop  of  Limerick,  at  Issy,  near  Paris. 

The  Bishop  of  Ossory,  lately  arrived  from  Ireland,  at  present  in 
Paris. 

The  Bishop  of  Cork,  who  is  said  to  have  sailed  for  Spain. 
The  Bishop  of  Waterford,  who  is  said  to  be  in  Spain. 
The  Bishop  of  Ferns,  in  Ireland. 
The  Bishop  of  Kildare,  in  Ireland. 
The  Bishop  of  Clonfert,  in  Ireland." 

Before  the  close  of  July,.  1698,  a  letter  signed  conjointly  by  the 
Primate,  the  Bishop  of  Ossory,  and  Dr.  Maginn,  the  exiled  Vicar- 
General  of  Dromore,  was  addressed  to  the  Sovereign  Pontiff  thanking 
him  in  the  name  of  their  brother  Prelates  and  of  their  devoted  flocks 
for  his  untiring  beneficence  towards  them,  and  in  particular  for  the 
cheering  and  consoling  Letter  with  which  he  had  so  lately  comforted 
them :  "  Gravati  hactenus  supra  modum  et  cibati  pane  lachrymarum 
prope  defecimus,  at  Deus  totius  consolationis  cousolatus  est  nos  in 
omni  tribulatione  nostra  per  litteras  quas  ad  nos  per  Nuncium  Sane-  ^ 
titatis  Yestrss  Parisiis  commorantem  mittendas  curasti  ut  possimus  et 
ipsi  per  easdem  litteras  fratres  nostros  qui  in  omA  nobiscnm  pressura 
sunt  consolari  ut  per  exhortationes  vestras  vere  Apostolicas  perinde  ac 
nos  erecti,  Deo  gratias  habeant  qaoniam  sicut  abundant  passiones 
nostrse  ita  et  consolatio  nostra,  ac  si  persecutionem  patimur  non 
tamen  derelinquimur."  (Seethe  letter  in  full  in  S^icile^imn  Ossoriense, 
vol.  2,  342-4.) 
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For  some  montlis  Dr.  Daton  continued  to  reside  in  Paris,  assist- 
ing the  Primate  in  distributing  among  the  exiled  Ecclesiastics  from 
Ireland  the  charitable  aid  allotted  hj  His  Holiness  for  their  support. 
One  list  of  sums  thus  distributed,  and  bearing  the  conjoint  names  of 
the  Primate  and  our  Bishop,  dated  Paris  the  17th  of  January,  1699, 
amounts  to  more  than  27,000  francs,  and  on  it  appears  the  sum  of 
750  francs  (<£30),  assigned  for  the  maintenance  of  Dr,  Daton  himself* 
(Ibid.  2.348).  A  subsequent  list  on  the  24th  of  February,  1692 
presents  the  entry  :  "  To  the  Bishop  of  Ossory  to  defray  the  expenses 
of  his  journey  to  where  he  will  be  duly  provided  for,  300  francs.'* 
(lb.  2.350). 

It  was  in  Le  Mans  that  this  provision  was  about  to  be  made  for 
Dr.  Daton,  and  in  that  city  he  was  destined  to  spend  the  remaining 
years  of  his  life.  Thither  we  may  now^  follow  him,  and  it  appears  to 
me  that  to  illustrate  his  life  at  this  period  I  can  do  no  better  than 
present  a  translation  of  some  documents  which  in  the  original  French 
have  been  kindly  forwarded  to  me  from  that  city. 

The  first  is  an  extract  from  the  Historical  Essay  on  the  Abbey  of 
Solesmes,  published  without  the  writer's  name  in  1846  :  "  About  this 
time  the  Benedictine  monks  of  La  Couture  (called  in  Latin,  Cultural 
and  sometimes  CuUura  Dei)  ^in.  Mans  welcomed  to  their  Abbey  William 
Dalton,  Bishop  of  Ossory  in  Ireland.  This  Prelate,  exiled  for  the 
faith,  died  at  the  Abbey  in  the  odour  of  sanctity,  on  the  26th  of 
January,  1712,  the  same  day  on  which  in  the  same  city  the  Bishop 
Louis  de  la  Vergne  Montenart  de  Tressan  departed  this  life.  The 
Irish  Prelate  was  interred  in  the  choir  of  the  Abbey,  in  front  of  the 
altar,  and  on  his  tomb  was  inscribed  an  expressive  epitaph  which 
could  be  read  there  till  a  few  years  ago,  when  it  was  removed  and 
placed  in  the  .crypt  of  the  church.  It  would  seem  nevertheless  that  a 
monument  attesting  the  charity  of  the  church  of  Mans  for  the  Irish 
Church  should  retain  the  place  assigned  to  it  by  those  who  erected  it, 
and  that  our  political  commotions  should  not  affect  it.  The  Library  of 
the  Seminary  of  Mans  preserves  with  religious  care  the  Breviary  used 
by  Dr.  William  Dalton :  his  name  written  by  his  own  hand  is  inserted 
in  each  of  the  four  volumes." 

A  more  detailed  record  is  given  in  the  "  History  of  the  Church  of 
Mans  by  Eev.  D.  Paul  Piolin,  O.S.B,"  published  in  Paris  in  1863 
(tom.  6,  pag.  397.)  This  learned  Benedictine  thus  writes :  "  Divine 
Providence  conducted  to  Mans  a  Confessor  of  the  Faith,  who,  during 
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13  years,  was  a  cherished  model  of  edification  to  our  province. 
William  Dalton,  Bishop  of  Ossory,  iu  Ireland,  had  incurred  the 
sentence  of  capital  punishment  for  having  preached  and  administered 
the  Sacraments  despite  the  tyrannical  prohibitions  of  the'  English . 
law.  He  was  enabled,  nevertheless,  to  pass  into  France,  thanks  to 
the  mediation  of  one  of  his  friends,  who  pledged  his  own  life  that  the 
Bishop  would  quit  the  English  territory.  Dr.  Dalton,  however 
would  not  have  quitted  his  Diocese  were  he  not  forced  to  do  so  in  ^ 
order  to  secure  the  safety  of  his  friend  who  had  thus  become  security 
for  him.  Having  landed  in  France  he  for  a  time  wandered  to  and 
fro  between  the  coast  and  the  court  at  St.  Germain,  several  times 
exposed  to  danger  from  plots  laid  against  him  by  the  heretics.  Louis 
de  Tressan,  Bishop  of  Mans,  invited  him  to  reside  in  Mans,  and  the 
Confessor  of  the  Faith  joyfully  accepted  the  invitation.  However 
the  Bishop  of  Mans  could  not  offer  him  a  residence  in  his  palace, 
which  was  required  for  his  household.  Several  communities  excused 
themselves  in  like  manner :  but  the  Benedictines  of  Couture,  at  the 
request  of  Dom  Louis  Trochon,  Prior  of  the  Abbey,  joyfully  placed 
at  his  disposal  the  residence  of  the  Provost,  which  was  m  the  outer 
cloister  of  the  monastery.  The  illustrious  exile  took  possession  of 
that  residence  on  the  11th  of  March,  1699,  and  continued  to  reside 
there  till  his  death.  He  received  every  year  12,000  franks  (^480) 
from  the  French  clergy,  and  1,000  francs  (£40)  from  the  royal 
treasury.  He  kept  no  state,  and  he  spared  a  considerable  sum  from 
his  revenue,  which  he  transmitted  to  the  faithful  of  his  Diocese, 
accompanying  such  remittances  with  words  of  pastoral  encouragement 
and  exhortation.  The  Bishop  of  Mans  had  requested  the  Prelate  to 
make  use  of  his  Episcopal  Faculties  throughout  the  Diocese,  and  we 
find  him  accordingly  giving  Confirmation  in  the  Churches  of  Couree- 
boeufs,  and  Beaufay,  and  Domfront-en-Champagne  and  elsewhere. 
Sometimes,  too,  he  accompanied  the  Bishop  in  his  episcopal  visitations. 
William  Dalton  was  a  man  of  learning,  and  took  delight  in  the  i 
academic  exercises.  He  assisted  with  pleasure  at  the  public  Theses 
which  were  held  in  the  various  Abbeys  and  Monasteries  and  at  the 
Oratory.  The  Jansenists  sought  to  represent  him  as  one  of  their 
sect,  because  he  showed  some  regard  for  Fere  de  Grennes,  an  oratorian 
of  Mans  :  but  this  is  a  mere  calumny,  and  the  pious  Bishop  on  many 
occasions  testified  his  submission  to  the  decrees  of  the  Holy  See, 
Having  as  it  were  adopted  as  his  own  the  Church  of  the  Visitation, 
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the  Bishop  of  Ossoiy  was  acnustomed  to  officiate  there  on  all  the 
principal  festivals,  and  he  celebrated  Mass  there  every  Sunday  for  the 
Nuns.  He  always  carried  about  with  him  the  sentence  of  death  which 
was  passed  upon  him,  and  on  every  occasion  he  expressed  his  regret 
at  not  being  permitted  to  shed  his  blood  in  defence  of  the  faith. 
He  was  making  preparations  to  return  after  a  few  months  to  Ireland 
when  he  was  carried  off  by  an  apopleptic  attack  on  the  26th  January, 
1712,    He  received  all  the  last  Sacraments  with  great  piety,  attesting 
even  to  his  last  moments  his  regret  at  not  laying  down  his  life  for 
the  Catholic  Church.    He  died  at  11  o'clock,  a.m.,  only  a  few  hours 
before  the  Bishop  of  Mans  was  also  carried  off  by  a  sudden  illness. 
The  Benedictine  monks  of  Couture  spared  no  expense  in  carrying  out 
the  ceremonies  and  all  the  details  of  his  funeral  with  solemn  pomp. 
The  Prior  officiated  on  the  occasion  and  pronounced  the  funeral 
oration,  at  which  all  the  chief  families  of  the  city  of  Mans  were 
present.    The  Nuns  of  the  Visitation  sent  their  chapelets  to  touch 
the  body  of  the  deceased   Confessor  for  the   faith.     They  also 
obtained  from  his  nephew  the  camail  which   he  wore,  and  they 
preserved  it  as  a  precious  relic.    They  moreover  paid  the  same 
religious  tribute  to  bis  memory  as  to  the  Bishop  of  Mans." 

The  present  Nuns  of  the  Visitation  in  Le  Mans  are  not  the  same 
community  that  paid  these  tributes  of  their  veneration  to  our  heroic 
Prelate.  They  have  only  been  stationed  here  since  the  year  1822, 
The  former  community  was  suppressed  at  the  time  of  the  Eevolutiou, 
and  the  relics  of  the  holy  Bishop  which  they  possessed  were  scattered 
or  destroyed.  A  fragment,  however,  of  the  Annals  of  the  former 
monastery  has  been  preserved,  in  which  the  following  reference  is 
made  to  the  deceased  Prelate:  "It  was  on  the  26th  January  17H 
that  two  illustrious  Bishops  were  on  the  one  day  lost  to  us,  viz., 
Monseigneur  de  Tressan,  our  Prelate,  and  Monsignor  William  Dalton, 
Bishop  of  Ossory  in  Ireland,  who  for  about  14  years  had  lived  in  this 
city  discharging  the  duties  of  a  coadjutor  of  our  Diocesan  Prelate. 
This  exiled  Bishop  had  borne  the  brunt  of  the  persecution  under  King 
William,  and  had  left  England  solely  because  one  of  his  friends  had 
pledged  his  own  life  as  surety  that  he  would  proceed  to  France,  for 
he  was  ready  to  brave  death  again,  as  he  had  already  done,  considering 
it  an  honour  to  sufiEer  for  the  cause  of  God  and  our  holy  faith.  He 
carried  about  with  him  a  copy  of  the  edict  published  by  the  King 
against  the  Bishops  and  Priests  who  exercised  the  ecclesiastical 
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ministry,  and  he  had  incurred  its  worst  penalties  for  having,  despite 
the  prohibition,  instructed  his  people  and  administered  the  Sacra- 
ments to  them :  had  he  been  caught  in  the  act  he  would  have  been 
murdered  without  mercy.  The  holy  prelate  continued  to  address  ex- 
hortations to  his  flock  from  this  city,  sending  to  them  also  a  con- 
siderable part  of  the  pension  allowed  him  for  his  maintenance,  of 
which  he  reserved  almost  nothing  for  himself,  which  often  gave  us 
the  opportunity  of  making  little  presents  to  him.  We  ourselves  had 
the  consolation  that  during  these  14  years  he  performed  all  the  solemn 
functions  for  us,  and  often,  too,  celebrated  for  us  on  the  Sundays. 
This  confessor  of  Christ  was  seized  with  apoplexy,  but  in  the  intervals 
of  the  attack  he  was  able  to  receive  all  the  Sacraments  with  perfect 
consciousness  and  with  a  piety  worthy  of  such  a  Prelate.  His  only 
regret  was  that  he  could  not  sacrifice  his  life  for  religion,  and  it  was 
to  attain  this  that  he  purposed  returning  to  his  country  in  the  coming 
Spring :  but  the  just  Judge,  satisfied  with  his  past  toil,  awarded  him, 
as  we  trust,  the  crown  of  eternal  reward,  on  the  26th  of  January,  171  J, 
at  eleven  o'clock,  a.m.  The  Benedictine  Fathers  erected  to  his  memory 
a  marble  monument  with  a  Latin  inscription,  which  may  be  regarded 
as  a  compendium  of  his  hfe.  Our  mother  superior  permitted  us  to 
send  our  Chapelets  to  touch  his  holy  body  :  and  from  his  nephew,  to 
whom  she  gave  a  considerable  alms,  she  obtained  the  deceased  Prelate's 
camail,  which  we  preserve  as  a  precious  relic.  It  would  have  been 
our  wish  to  invoke  his  intercession  in  our  behalf:  but  for  the  present 
we  had  to  be  content  to  celebrate  an  office  for  his  repose,  the  same  as 
for  the  deceased  Bishop  of  the  city." 

It  only  remains  to  add  the  beautiful  Latin  inscription  placed 
upon  his  tomb  by  the  Benedictine  Fathers  of  Couture 

D.  0.  M. 

lUustrissimo  et  Keveren^simo  viro 
GuiUelmo  Daltoni  Kildatono  natalibus. 
In  Hibernia  claro 
Qui  Ehedonibus  |Humaniorum 
Et  Pariaiis  Sorbonicorum  studiorum 
Curriculum  emensus 
In  patriam  redux  ad  Ossoriensem 
Quamvis  prae  modestia  renitens 
Episcopatum  promotus  est 
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Quo  in  munere  carcerem  saepe 
Et  vincula  ob  sinceram  religionem  perpessus 

Graviora  f ortiter  perpessurus  erat 
Nisi  suoruin,  praesertim  hospitis,  vitae  veritus 
Hiberniam  post  caeteros  Episcopos  extremus 
Deserere  coactus  fuisset 
XJnde  in  Galliam  reversus,  et  Cenomanum 
A  Ludovico  Tressano  in  pontificalis  oneris 
Partem  vocatus  vicario  apud  eum 
Officio  per  XIII.  annos  digne  obito 
Anno  E.  S.  MDCCXII.  aetat.  LXVIII. 
YII.  Cal.  Febr.  eodem  quo  amicus 
Prsesul  die  mortuus  ad  paratam 
Tot  laboribus  quietem  eyolavit. 
Hospiti  Sanctissimo  Benedictini  Sodales 
Culturam  moerentes  posuere. 

The  last  renewal  of  Faculties  granted  to  Dr.  Daton  from  Pro- 
paganda is  dated  tbe  7th  of  September,  1711.  In  our  Diocesan 
Archives  there  is  preserved  a  Memorandum  by  De  Burgo,  Bishop  of 
Ossory,  regarding  some  Episcopal  ornaments  bequeathed  by  this 
illustrious  Confessor  for  the  Faith  to  his  successors  in  this  See.  This 
doubly  interesting  Memorandum  is  in  De  Burgo's  own  handwriting, 
as  follows:  "Dr.  William  Daton,  Bishop  of  Ossory,  was  banished 
with  the  other  Prelates  of  this  Kingdom  of  Ireland,  A.D.  1698.  He 
went  to  France  and  settled  in  the  episcopal  city  of  Mans,  latine 
Cenomanum,  where  he  ended  his  days  A.D.  1711  (old  style).  He 
left  deposited  in  the  monastery  of  Benedictine  monks  of  the  Con- 
gregation of  St.  Maur  in  that  city,  two  Pectoral  Crosses,  one  of  gold, 
the  other  of  silver,  v/ell  washed  with  geld  ;  and  three  gold  rings,  one 
with  a  perfect  Euby,  another  with  a  Euby  much  flawed  and  damaged, 
and  the  third  with  a  Topaz,  but  of  an  inferior  kind  :  all  to  be  sent  by 
the  monks  to  his  successor.  There  they  lay  unknown  to  his  im- 
mediate successor,  Dr.  Malachy  Delany ;  neither  did  this  deposit 
transpire  to  three  subsequent  Bishops,  Patrick  Shee,  Colman 
O'Shaghnessy,  and  James  Dunne.  But  at  length  Bishop  Burke, 
getting  accidentally  intelligence  thereof,  he  wrote  to  Mans,  and  after 
much  application,  by  means  of  Count  de  Guercier,  the  French  Am- 
bassador in  London,  they  were  sent  to  Dr.  Challoner,  Vicar-Apostolic 
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in  that  metropolis,  by  whom  they  were  transmitted  to  Dr.  Burke,  who 
received  them  in  Dublin,  July  31st,  1767.  Hence  the  mentioned  two 
crosses  and  three  rings  belong  to  the  Bishop  of  Ossory  for  the  time 
being." 

It  was  during  the  episcopate  of  Dr.  Daton  that  the  official 
Eegistry  of  the  Catholic  Clergy  of  Ireland  was  made,  which  had  at 
least  one  happy  result  to  preserve  to  us  the  names'^of  the  Priests  who 
at  this  direful  period  braved  every  peril  that  they  might  labour 
among  our  people.  The  Act  of  Parliament  commanding  this 
registration  of  the  clergy,  was  passed  in  1703,  the  second  Duke  of 
Ormonde  being  Yiceroy.  The  House  of  Commons,  when  con- 
gratulating the  Duke  on  this  high  dignity  being  conferred  on 
him,  expressed  the  hope  that  under  his  administration  an  oppor- 
tunity would  be  afforded  them  to  make  "  such  laws  as  shall  bo 
thought  necessary  for  the  further  establishment  of  the  Protestant 
Eeligion,"  and  such  an  opportunity  was  soon  afforded  them  with  no 
grudging  hand.  The  preamble  of  the  Eegistration  Act  set  forth  its 
purpose  to  be  to  render  more  effectual  the  carrying  out  of  the  two 
Penal  Laws  already  enacted,  the  one  for  banishing  the  clergy  out  of 
the  Kingdom,  the  other  for  preventing  Priests  from  entering  the 
Kingdom.  It  had  been  found  impossible  to  carry  out  these  laws  as 
effectually  as  those  who  framed  them  would  have  wished,  for  despite 
every  enactment  the  Priests  continued  to  minister  to  their  flocks,  and 
as  their  ranks  were  thinned  at  home  by  imprisonment  or  the  sword, 
zealous  men  trained  in  the  continental  schools  were  ready  to  fill  each 
vacant  place  and  under  a  thousand  disguises  evaded  the  lynx-eyed 
agents  of  the  penal  laws.  It  was  now  hoped  that  by  giving  a  sort  of 
toleration  for  a  few  years  to  a  limited  number  of  the  clergy,  whose 
names  were  to  be  published  in  their  respective  districts  at  each 
Quarter  Sessions  every  year,  and  by  exercising  the  severest  penalties 
against  all  others,  the  Irish  clergy  would  be  at  all  times  within  reach 
of  the  law  and  would  very  soon  become  extinct.  According  to  this 
Act  of  Parliament  only  one  Priest  was  to  be  tolerated  in  each 
district,  outside  of  which  he  was  prohibited  to  exercise  his  sacred 
functions,  and  no  matter  how  aged  or  infirm  he  might  be  no  assistant 
was  allowed  him.  Two  solvent  sureties,  each  in  £50,  were  to 
guarantee  that  the  Priest  would  be  peaceable  in  his  demeanour,  and 
would  reside  in  the  district  for  which  he  was  registered.  Should  he 
be  found  in  any  other  part  of  the  Kingdom,  no  matter  under  what 
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plea,  he  -was  to  suffer,  witliout  hope  o£  mercy,  the  severest  penalties 
of  the  law.  In  the  month  of  July,  1  704,  the  registration  was  made 
throughout  the  Diocese  of  Ossory,  the  names  were  published  by  order 
of  the  Government  in  the  following  year ;  and  thus  the  following 
authentic  list  of  our  clergy  at  this  period  has  been  preserved  to  us, 
together  with  the  names  of  their  sureties,  and  many  details  connected 
with  their  ordination  and  their  respective  districts  which  would 
otherwise  have  remained  unknown  to  us  : — 

"  CITY  OF  KILKENNY. 

"  Names  of  the  Parish  Priests  as  registered  at  the  Old  Tholsel, 
Kilkenny,  the  I3th  of  July,  1704. 

"  1.  Edmund  Murphy,  aged  55  years,  resides  in  city  of  Kilkenny  ; 
P.P.  of  St.  Mary's,  Kilkenny  ;  was  ordained  at  Seville  in  Spain,  by  the 
Archbishop  of  Seville,  in  1673.  Sureties — John  Archdekin,  merchant, 
^850,  and  William  Joyce,  merchant,  £50. 

"  2.  Malachias  Dullany,  aged  46  years,  resides  in  city  of  Kilkenny ; 
P.P.  of  St.  Kenni's ;  was  ordained  in  Cork  by  the  Titular  Bishop  of 
Cork,  in  1654.  Sureties— George  Gafney,  merchant,  £50,  and  Nicholas 
Eowan,  merchant,  ^850. 

"  3.  Patrick  Shee,  aged  44  years,  resides  in  city  of  Kilkenny ; 
P.P.  of  St.  Patrick's,  Kilkenny,  Castleinch,  Outraght  and  Kilferagh,  was 
ordained  at  Lisbon,  in  Portugal,  by  the  Cardinal  Primate  of  Portugal, 
in  1690.  Sureties — Patrick  Shee,  merchant,  £50,  Nicholas  Eowan, 
merchant,  ^650. 

"  4.  Thomas  Cant  well,  aged  52  years,  resides  in  city  of  Kilkenny  ; 
P.P.  of  St.  John's,  Kilkenny,  was  ordained  in  Kilkenny,  by  Dr.  James 
Phelan,  Titular  Bishop  of  Ossory,  in  1675.  Sureties —John  Quin, 
saddler,  «£50,  and  William  Joyce,  merchant,  ^850. 

COUNTY  OF  KILKENNY. 

"  Names  of  the  Parish  Priests  as  registered  at  Grace's  Castle 
Kilkenny,  the  11th  of  July,  1704. 

"  5.  Peter  Corkaran,  aged  44  years,  resides  in  Callan ;  P.P.  of 
Callan,  Quologhmore,  Mallardstown,  and  Newtown  ;  was  ordained  in 
Kilkenny,  by  Dr.  James  Phelan,  in  1688.  Sureties  —Jacobus  Duigin, 
Callan,  merchant,  ^50,  and  Thomas  Cooney,  Callan,  merchant,  ^50. 

"  6.  James  Ryan,  aged  55  years,  resides  in  Dromdowney ;  P.P. 
of  Eathpatrick,  Eathkillikin,  Kilcolum,  Kilmekevoge,  Ballygrim  and 
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Kilbrid;  was  ordained  in  Kilkenny,  by  Dr.  James  Phelau,  in  1674 
Sureties— Patrick  St.  Ledger,  City  of  Kilkenny,  merchant,  £50,  and 
Jolin  Nolan,  Kilkenny,  merchant,  £50. 

"  7.  John  Fitzpatrick,  aged  50  years,  resides  at  Daning ;  P.P.  of 
Kilmacow,  Dunkitt,  Kilbeacon,  Killahy,  UUid,  Glanskill,  and  Eosy- 
nane  ;  ordained  in  Kilkenny,  by  Dr.  James  Phelan,  in  1678.  Sureties 
— William  Doyle,  Garinclaragh,  said  county,  gentleman,  ^50,  and 
Eichard  Partridge,  city  of  Kilkenny,  merchant,  £50. 

"  8.  Eobert  Phelan,  aged  50  years,  resides  at  Ballymockshane  ; 
P.P.  of  Enisteoge,  Eoure  and  Cloneamery  ;  ordained  at  Garryricken, 
by  Dr.  James  Phelan,  in  1681.  Sureties— John  Cooper,  of  Cappagh, 
said  county,  ^850,  and  Jacob  Duigan,  of  Callan,  £50. 

"  9.  Thomas  Headen,  aged  52  years,  resides  at  Tulcher ;  P.P.  of 
Eosbercon,  Shanboagh,  Disertmore  and  Listerling ;  ordained  in 
Kilkenny,  by  Dr.  James  Phelan,  in  1679.  Sureties— Patrick  St. 
Ledger,  city  of  Kilkenny,  merchant,  ^50,  and  Patrick  Purcell,  of 
Cloghlea,  county  Kilkenny,  gentleman,  £50. 

"  10.  Eichard  Shortall,  aged  45  years,  resides  at  Kilmanagh ; 
P.P.  of  Kilmanagh,  Killaloe,  Keilballykeeffe  and  Templemichael ; 
ordained  in  Eome,  by  Cardinal  de  Angelo,  in  1685.  Sureties — 
Edmond  Coursey,  of  Dereen,  said  county,  gentleman,  £50,  and  Alexis 
Kelly,  of  Ballyellis,  said  county,  gentleman,  £50. 

"  11.  Patrick  Brophy,  aged  42  years,  resides  at  Ardry,  P.P. 
of  Eathkyran,  Poleruan,  Portneskully,  Clonmore,  Ballytarsney,  Aglish 
and  Tubrid  ;  ordained  at  Garryricken,  by  Dr.  James  Phelan,  in  1685. 
Sureties— John  Drue,  of  Baliinlogh,  county  Kilkenny,  gentleman, 
.£50,  and  Edward  Baker,  of  EathcuUin,  said  county,  £bO. 

"  12.  Michael  Phelan,  aged  38  years,  resides  at  Balliellis  ;  P.P.  of 
Eirke,  Fartagh,  Donoghmore  and  Glashare ;  ordained  in  Kilkenny,  by 
Dr.  James  Phelan,  in  1688.  Sureties — Patrick  St.  Ledger,  city  of 
Kilkenny,  merchant,  £50,  and  Philip  Bowdan,  of  Glashare,  farmer, 
£60. 

*'  13.  Dionysius  Cullenan,  aged  48  years,  resides  at  Damerstown  ; 
P.P.  of  Castlecomer,  Dysart,  Muckilly,  MoUkill,  Kilmadum,  and 
Kilmadomock  ;  ordained  in  Kilkenny,  by  Dr.  James  Phelan,  in  1679^ 
Sureties — Yincent  Nash,  of  Polestown^  said  county,  gentleman,  £50* 
and  Alexis  Kelly,  of  Castle-ElKs,  £30. 

"  14.  Edmond  Buttler,  aged  40  years,  resides  at  Meallughmore  ; 
P.P.  of  Kells,  Killree,  Killmoganny,  Killamery,  Dounemagen  and 
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Beallashtoben ;  ordained  at  Garryricken,  by  Dr.  James  Plielan,  in 
1684.  Sureties — John  Straghan,  of  Eossvan,  said  county,  gentleman, 
£50,  and  Peter  Butler,  city  of  Kilkenny,  gentleman,  =£50. 

"  15.  Peter  Forstall,  aged  55  years,  resides  at  Thomastown  ;  P.P. 
of  Thomastown,  Columkill,  Tulohirmi  and  Jerpoynt;  ordained  at 
Kilcash,  County  of  Tipperary,  by  Dr.  James  Phelan,  in  1671. 
Sureties— Edmond  Tercohit,  Bishopslough,  said  county,  gentleman, 
£50,  and  John  Archdekin,  junior,  Kilkenny,  merchant,  £50^ 

16.  Daniel  Holeghan,  aged  39  years,  resides  at  Uppercourt ; 
P.P.  of  Freshford,  Ballynamara,  Bencanough,  Tullaroan  and 
Clashicroe  ;  ordained  in  Kilkenny,  by  Dr.  James  Phelan,  in  1686. 
Sureties — John  Nolan,  City  of  Kilkenny,  merchant,  £50j  and 
Eichard  Partridge,  City  of  Kilkenny,  merchant,  £50. 

"  17.  Martin  Archer,  aged  34  years,  resides  at  Garranconnell ; 
P.P.  of  Tubrid,  Cloghmantogh,  Killaghy  and  Urliugfordj;  ordained  in 
Kilkenny,  by  Dr.  James  Phelan,  in  1691.  Sureties —Patrick  St, 
Ledger,  City  of  Kilkenny,  merchant,  £50,  and  Alexis  Kelly,  Castle- 
Ellis,  City  of  Kilkenny,  gentleman,  £50. 

"  18.  Marcus  Shee,  aged  45  years,  resides  at  Derrynahensy  ; 
P.P.  of  Knocktopher,  Derrinehensey,  Shuncarty, Sheepstown,  Kilkirrill, 
Aghvillar,  Killkeasy,  Kilkredy,  and  Lismateige  :  ordained  in  Lisbon, 
by  the  Primate  of  Portugal,  in  1683.  Sureties — James  Shee,  of 
Derrinehensey,  gentleman,  £50,  and  Patrick  St.  Ledger,  City  of 
Kilkenny,  merchant,  ^50. 

19.  Denis  Conlean,  aged  B3  years,  resides  at  Balling ;  P.P.  of 
Eidown,  Tybroghny,  Uning  and  Whitechurch,  in  the  barony  of  Iverk, 
and  Muckilly,  in  barony  of  Knocktopher ;  ordained  in  Cork,  by 
Dr.  John  Sleyne,  Bishop  of  Cork,  inl695.  Sureties — Eichard  Keally, 
Higginstown,  gentleman,  £50,  and  Alexis  Keally,  Castle-Ellis,  gentle- 
man, £50. 

"20.  Eichard  Long,  aged  42  years,  resides  at  Gowran  ;  P.P.  of 
Gowran,  Dungarvan,  Claragh,  Blanchvilskill,  Blackragh,  Tiscoffun,  St. 
Martin's,  and  Dunbel ;  ordained  in  Kilkenny,  by  Dr.  James  Phelan, 
in  1685.  Sureties — Eichard  Kealy,  Higginstown,  gentleman,  £50, 
and  Jacobus  Purcell,  Ballysallagh,  gentleman,  £50. 

"21.  William  Dullany,  aged  45  years,  resides  at  Seskin ;  P.P.  of 
Agharney,  Eathbegh,  Skeffin,  Clonetubrid,  and  Coolcashin ;  ordained  at 
Garrvricken  by  Dr.  James  Phelan,  in  1688.    Sureties — Nicholas  Wall, 
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of  Castlegarden,  said  County,  gent.,  .£50,  and  Patrick  Shee,  of  Shan- 
ganagh,  said  County,  gent.,  .£50. 

22.  Simon  Cantweil,  aged  42  years,  resides  in  Colltrelsrash ; 
P.P.  of  Burncliurcli,  Danes  fort,  Coffsgrove,  and  Enisnag  ;  ordained  in 
Kilkenny  by  Dr.  James  Phelan,  in  1G87.  Sureties— Edmund  Coursey, 
of  Dereen,  said  County,  gent.,  .£50,  and  Jacobus  Cowley,  of  Eabard- 
more,  said  County,  gent.,  .£50. 

"  23.  AValter  Mottly,  aged  30  years,  resides  at  Cantwelscourt ;  ^ 
P.P.  of  Eathcoole  and  Kilderry  ;  ordained  in  Kilkenny  by  Dr.  William 
Daton,  Bishop  of  Ossory,  in  1697.    Sureties — James  Archdekin,  City 
of  Kilkenny,  merchant,  .£50,  and  Vincent  Nash,  Paulstown,  said 
County,  £50. 

"  24.  Peter  Power,  aged  48  years,  resides  in  Bally callan ;  P.P.  of 
of  Ballycallan;  ordained  at  Athboy,  County  Meath,  by  Dr.  Tyrrell, 
Bishop  of  Meath,  in  1688.  Sureties —James  Bryan,  City  of  Klilkenny, 
j£50,  and  Philip  Stapleton  of  same,  apothecary,  £50. 

"  25.  John  Cassin,  aged  70  years,  resides  in  Eathinleugh ;  P.P. 
of  Athanagh ;  ordained  in  Kilkenny  by  Dr.  James  Phelan,  in  1669^ 
Sureties— George  Stafford,  City  of  Kilkenny,  merchant,  £50,  and 
and  Patrick  Shee,  of  Shanganagh,  said  County,  gent.,  £50. 

"26.  Peter  Seix,  aged  50  years,  resides  at  Courtneboly;  P  P.  of 
Tullemayn;  ordained  in  Kilkenny  by  Dr.  James  Phelan,  1681, 
Sureties — Jacobus  Bryan,  City  of  Kilkenny,  gent.,  £50,  and  Patrick 
Shee,  of  Shanganah,  said  County,  gentleman,  £50. 

"  27.  Edmund  Fitzgerald,  aged  45  years,  resides  at  Ballyraggett ; 
P.P.  of  Ballyraggett,  Eossconnell,  Moyne,  and  Coolcraheen;  ordained 
in  Paris  by  the  Bishop  of  Bothlin,  in  1686.  Sureties — William  Pay, 
of  Killmocar,  said  County,  gent.,  £50,  and  M.  Langton  Fitz  Dominick, 
City  of  Kilkenny,  merchant,  c£50. 

"  28.  Eichard  Grace,  aged  30  years,  resides  at  Kilmocar ;  P.P.  of 
Kilmocar;  ordained  in  Kilkenny  by  Dr.  Daton,  1697.  Sureties- 
Same  as  the  last. 

"QUEEN'S  COUNTY. 

"Names  of  the  Parish  Priests  of  the  Diocese  of  Ossory,  as 
registered  at  Maryborough,  the  13th  of  July,  1704. 

"  29.  John  Cassin,  aged  48  years,  resides  in  Castletown ;  P.P.  of 
Of  arellan,  Aghaboe,  Killdelig  and  Kyle ;  ordained  in  Kilkenny  by 


OssoRY  Arch^ological  Society.  475 


Dr.  James  Phelau,  in  J  678.    Sureties— Daniel  Fitzpatrick,  of  Kille- 
mure,  farmer,  and  Denis  Dullany  of  Cranagli,  farmer. 

**30.  Denis  Cassin,  aged  56   years,  resides  at  Errell,  in  the 
barony  of  Tipper  Ossory;  P.P.  of  Eathdowny,  Donoghmore,  Cule- 
kerry  and  Skeirk  ;  ordained  in  Kilkenny  by  Dr.  James  Phelan,  in  * 
1683.    Sureties  —  Conly  Casbin,  of  Templequane,  farmer,  and  Patrick 
Phelan,  of  Ballinrawly,  farmer. 

"  31.  Patrick  Phelan,  aged  31  years,  resides  at  Aghaboe,  in  the 
barony  of  Upper  Ossory ;  P.P.  of  Aghaboe,  Killermogh,  and  Bord- 
"well ;  ordained  in  Ballyboge,  by  Dr.  Murtagh  Donnellan,  Bishop  of 
Clonfert,  in  1701.  Sureties — Kinny  Kivin,  of  Aghaboe,  farmer,  and 
Denis  Bourk,  o£  Scaleigh,  farmer. 

"32.  Hugh  Trener,  aged  50  years,  resides  at  Cullibill,  in  the 
barony  of  Upper  Ossory  ;  P.P.  of  Aghama  Cart,  Killeny,  and',Dorrow, 
ordained  at  Portumna,  by  Dr.  Thady  Keogh,  Bishop  of  Clonfert,  in 
1683.  Sureties— Edmond  Britt,  of  Graigevoice,  farmer,  and  George 
Lapsly,  o£  Straghenarrow,  gentleman. 

"  KING'S  COUNTY. 
"  Names,  &c.,  Eegistered  at  Philipstown,  the  13th  of  July,  1704, 

"  33.  John  Kennedy,  aged  50  years,  resides  at  Kinnitty,  P.P.  of 
Shierkieran,  Roscumroe,  and  Kinnitty ;  ordained  in  Elphin,  by  Dr. 
Dominick  Burke,  Bishop  of  Elphin,  in  September,  1678.  Sureties — 
David  Pritchett,  of  Killyon,  gentleman,  and  Hugh  Conraghee,  of 
Ballenahowne,  gentleman." 

It  will  be  remarked  that  in  1697  there  were  38  Priests,  besides 
the  Bishop  in  the  Diocese  of  Ossory  ;  whilst  now,  in  1704,  the  Bishop 
was  in  exile,  and  the  number  of  the  clergy  was  reduced  to  thirty- 
three.  Of  the  whole  number  thus  registered  there  was  only  one,  the 
Rev.  John  Cassin,  P.P.,  of  Attanagh,  whose  labours  in  the  sacred 
ministry  extended  back  to  the  first  year  of  the  Episcopate  of  Dr. 
O'Phelan. 

The  Registration  Act  was  soon  found  to  be  of  little  avail  towards 
rooting  out  the  Catholic  Priesthood  from  Ireland.  A  new  statute 
was  accordingly  enacted  in  1709,  commanding  all  the  registered 
clergy  to  take  the  oath  of  abjuration  before  the  23rd  of  March,  1710, 
under  the  penalties  of  transportation  for  life  and  of  high-treason  if 
ever  after  found  in  the  country.  The  clergy,  of  course,  refused  this 
oath  of  abjuration,  and  thenceforth  throughout  the  whole  dismal 
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period  of  tlie  Penal  Code,  the  Priests,  in  the  eves  of  the  law,  were  no 
better  than  outlaws;  and  the  more  effectually  to  secure  their 
discovery  the  Dublin  House  of  Commons  passed  a  Eesolution  to  the 
effect  that  the  prosecuting  and  informing  against  papists  was  an 
honourable  service."  ISo  wonder  that  the  great  statesman  Burke 
would  declare  that  this  legislation  against  the  Irish  Catholics  was 
perfect  in  its  own  kind  "a  complete  system,  full  of  coherence  and 
consistency ;  well  digested  and  well  composed  in  all  its  parts.  It  was  4 
a  machine  of  wise  and  elaborate  contrivance :  and  as  well  fitted  for 
the  oppression,  impoverishment,  and  degradation  of  a  people,  and  the 
debasement  in  them  of  human  nature  itself  as  ever  proceeded  from 
the  perverted  ingenuity  of  man."    (Letter  to  Sir  H.  Langrishe.) 


MALACHY  DULANY,  A.D.  1713-1731. 

In  the  month  of  August,  1713,  the  Archbishop  of  Dublin,  Dr. 
Byrne,  addressed  a  letter  to  Propaganda  praying  for  the  speedy 
appointment  of  a  Bishop  to  the  See  of  Ossory,  and  setting  forth  the 
merits  of  the  Eev.  Bernard  Dunne,  Doctor  of  Theology,  of  the 
Sorbonne,  "  a  man  of  great  virti*e,  and  for  that  reason  eagerly 
desired  as  Bishop  by  the  clergy  of  the  Diocese  of  Ossory."  Dr. 
Bernard  Dunne  was  himself  a  native  of  the  Diocese  of  Kildare,  and 
a  few  years  later  was  promoted  to  the  Episcopate  in  that  See.  Before 
however  this  commendatory  letter  of  the  Archbishop  could  have 
reached  Eome,  the  S.  Congregation  of  Propaganda  had  already,  on 
the  6th  of  August,  1713,  selected  the  Rev.  Malachy  Dulany  for  the 
vacant  Diocese  of  Ossory,  and  his  appointment  was  confirmed  by  the 
Pope  on  the  22nd  oi  the  same  month.  His  Brief  however  was  not 
expedited  till  the  20th  of  September  following,  and  he  was  consecrated 
in  Dublin  on  February,  17th,  1714,  by  the  Archbishop  of  Dublin, 
the  assistants  being,  by  special  dispensation,  Eev.  Thomas  Austin, 
Archdeacon  of  Dublin,  and  Eev.  Fergus  Ferrall,  Archdeacon  of 
Ardagh. 

Dr.  Dulany  was  a  friar  ot  the  Capuchin  order,  but  the  religious 
communities  being  now  scattered,  he  discharged  the  sacred  duties  as 
a  secular  Priest,  and  had  in  charge  the  parish  of  St.  Canice,  in  the 
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city  of  Kilkenny.  He  had  received  Holy  Orders  in  Cork  in  1695,  at 
the  hands  of  the  venerable  Bishop,  Dr.  Sleyn,  who,  a  few  years  later, 
was  sent  into  exile  for  the  faith.  In  the  list  of  the  Registered  Priests 
in  1704,  Dr.  Dulany  appears  as  beiu^46  years  of  age,  "  residing  in  the 
city  of  Kilkenny,  Parish  Priest  of  St.  Kenni's."  He  himself  when 
acknowledging  the  receipt  of  the  books  and  vestments  of  his  illustrious 
predecessor,  signs  himself,  as  we  have  already  seen,  "  Catholic  Pastor 
of  St.  Canice."  The  Corporation  of  Kilkenny,  in  their  letter  of  1689, 
refer  to  "  the  chapel  and  garden  of  the  poor  Capuchins,  which  they 
have  improved  on  the  meanest  and  craggiest  spot  about  this  city  to 
our  admiration  and  edification."  Dr.  Dulany  was  probably  one  of 
the  devoted  brethern  who  had  laboured  to  change  that  sterile  spot 
bordering  on  St.  John's  Priory  into  a  smiling  garden.  At  all  events, 
there  can  be  but  little  doubt  that  he  was  a  member  of  the  Capuchin 
order,  for  the  learned  De  Burgo,  himself  Bishop  of  Ossory,  expressly 
refers  to  him  in  the  Supplement  to  the  Hibernia  Dominicana 
page  869,  giving  to  him  the  name  "  Malachias  O'Delany,  ordinis 
Capuccinorum." 

The  Archives  of  Propaganda  preserve  a  letter  addressed  to  the 
Internuncio  in  Brussels,  and  signed  by  "  Malachias,  Episcopus 
Ossoriensis,"  together  with  the  Archbishops  of  Dublin  and  Cashel 
and  the  Bishops  of  Clonfert  and  Elphin,  soliciting  the  special 
sanction  of  tke  Holy  See  for  the  publication  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Nary's 
Translation  of  the  New  Testament.  In  this  letter  it  is  said  that  this 
zealous  Priest  was  P.P.  of  St.  Michan's,  in  the  city  of  Dublin,  and 
being  well  versed  in  the  Greek  and  Hebrew  languages,  had  during 
ten  years  devoted  himself  to  the  task  of  translating  the  Sacred  text, 
and  that  in  this  work  he  had  had  the  help  of  other  zealous  Priests. 
It  is  cheering  to  find  a  gleam  of  light  thus  reflected  upon  the  studies  of 
the  Irish  clergy  at  a  time  when  our  Priests  were  beset  by  all  the 
terrors  of  persecution.  Eev.  Cornelius  Nary  was  born  in  Naas  in  the 
year  1658.  He  studied  in  the  University  of  Paris,  and  acquired 
considerable  fame,  not  only  for  his  knowledge  of  languages,  but  also 
for  science  and  theological  learning.  As  we  have  already  seen,  he 
was  ordained  in  Kilkenny,  in  1695,  by  Dr.  O'Phelan,  and  he  sub- 
sequently devoted  himself  with  great  zeal  to  the  labours  of  the  sacred 
ministry  in  Dublin.  On  tha  20th  of  September,  1712,  a  Procla- 
mation was  issued  by  the  Lords  J ustices  of  Ireland  for  "  the  appre- 
hension of  Doctor  Nary,  Doctor  Byrne  (Archbishop  of  Dublin),  and 
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John  Burke,  Popisli  Priests,  wlio  presumed  to  exercise  ecclesiastical 
jurisdiction  contrary  to  the  laws  of  the  Kingdom."  Dr.  Nary 
however,  evaded  the  pursuits  of  the  Priest-catcher,  and  we 
find  him  for  several  years  a  Canon  of  the  Metropolitan  Chapter 
and  Vicar-General  of  Dublin.  In  the  year  1720  he  published  a  work 
entitled  "  A  New  History  of  the  World  from  the  Creation  to  the 
Birth  of  Christ."  He  adopts  the  chronology  of  the  Septragint 
version,  and  undertakes  to  prove  it  to  be  conformable  to  the  genuine 
original  Hebrew  text.  The  object  of  the  work  he  declares  to  be  "  to 
sibnce  the  cavils  of  modern  libertines,  deists,  atheists,  and  pre- 
Adamites,  who,  grounding  their  arguments  on  the  present  Hebrew 
text,  make  the  Kings  of  the  Assyrian,  Babylonian,  and  Egyptian 
monarchies  to  have  reigned  some  liundreds  of  years  before  the 
Deluge."  He  also  entered  the  lists  in  controversy  with  Tillotson, 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  and  with  Doctor  Synge,  Protestant  Arch- 
bishop of  Tuam.  The  dispute  with  the  latter  arose  from  the 
misrepresentations  and  specious  reasoning  contained  in  a  tract  pub- 
lished by  that  Archbishop,  entitled,  "  A  Charitable  Address  to  the 
Eoman  Catholics  of  Ireland."  A  series  of  letters  and  replies  were 
written,  and  the  public  awarded  the  victory  to  Dr.  Nary,  who  collected 
his  letters  into  an  octavo  volume,  published  in  Dublin  in  1727,  but 
the  Protestant  Archbishop  permitted  his  share  in  the  controversy  to  lie 
in  oblivion.  Dr.  Nary  also  published  a  short  History  of  Ireland.  The 
Eev.  Thomas  England,  in  his  "  Life  of  Arthur  0'  Leary  "  (London, 
1882,  page  22),  states  that  Dr.  Nary  was  "  Parish-Priest  of  Mary's- 
lane  Chapel,  in  Dublin,  and  Archdeacou  of  the  metropolis."  I  have 
not  however  found  elsewhere  any  confirmation  of  this  statement.  The 
same  writer  adds :  "He  enjoyed  the  friendship  and  intimacy  of 
Dean  Swift,  to  whom  he  was  assimilated  for  various  learning,  ready 
wit,  and  high  conversational  talents.  He  lived  for  some  time  in  the 
family  of  a  Catholic  Peeress,  Lady  Clanbrazil  (a  title  now  extinct), 
aunt  to  Lord  Bellew  ;  and  in  the  year  1707  he  underwent  an  ex- 
amination of  some  length  before  a  Committee  of  the  Irish  House  of 
Commons  on  the  validity  of  some  deeds  regarding  property  which 
was  litigated  between  the  Catholic  aunt  and  the  apostate  nephew." 
A  very  rare  pamphlet,  printed  in  1751,  gives  the  following  inscription 
in  a  collection  of  "  several  curious  and  valuable  Inscriptions  and 
Epitaphs  taken  from,  or  designed  for,  the  Tombs  of  Illustrious  and 
eminent  Divines,  who,  for  their  extraordinary  parts  and  great  services 
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to  their  country,  highly  deserve  to  have  their  fame  transmitted  to 
posterity — 

Hie  Sepulturae  traditur 
Cornelius  Naryeus 
ConsultissimsB  Facultatis  Parisiensis  Doctor 
CoUegii  Hibernorum  Parisiis  Provisor  Lageniensis 
Deinde  Ecclesiae  Parochialis  S.  Michani  Dublinii 
Ad  mortem  usque  Eectoris 
Basilicse  Cathedralis  S.  Patritii  in  eadem  Civitate  Canonicus 
Vicarius  G-eneralis  Dubliniensis 
Dilexit  decorem  domus  Domini  et  zelus  ejus  comedit  eum 
Potens  fuit  praeterea  exhortari  in  doctrina  efc 
Eos  qui  contradixerunt  arguere 
Contra  namque  Tillotsonium  Cantuariensem  et 
Syngeum  Tuamensem 
Libros  in  propugnaculum  rei  Catholicse  edidit  eruditissimos 

Quibus  eorum  sophismaba  speciosa  funditus  evertit 
Multa  denique  pietatis  suse  monumenta  posteris  transmisit 
Obiit  Dublinii  Sp  Martii  1737-8,  setatis  80. 
Qui  transis  et  hsec  legis  Deo  preces  adhibe  ut 
Requiescat  in  Pace. 

The  Translation  of  the  New  Testament  was  published  in  London 
in  1718,  without  Dr.  Nary's  name,  under  the  title:  "A  Paraphrase 
and  Annotations  upon  the  New  Testament "  (London,  printed  for 
J.  Moore,  in  Cornhill,  1718).  Though  the  work  gave  proof  of  con- 
siderable ability,  a  storm  was  raised  against  it  on  account  of  its  being 
published  without  the  due  Ecclesiastical  sanction.  Hence  it  was  that 
the  Bishops  applied  to  the  Holy  See  that  a  formal  permission  might 
be  granted  for  its  publication.  It  was  reprinted  a  few  years  later 
with  Dr.  Nary's  name,  and  received  high  commendations  from  the 
literary  men  of  the  day.  I  am  aware  that  a  discussion  was  carried  on 
in  England  a  few  years  ago  about  the  edition  of  Nary's  Testament  of 
the  year  1718,  and  that  some  authoritative  names  questioned  the  ex- 
istence of  any  such  edition.  I  write  these  lines  however  with  a  copy 
of  that  edition  before  me,  belonging  to  the  Library  of  Holy  Cross 
College,  Dublin. 

The  Internuncio,  when  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  the  Bishops' 
letter  on  the  21st  of  Januarj,  1723,  adds:  "  Nihil  mihi  magis  cordi 
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est  quam  operam  meain  pro  vobis  aliquando  impendere  qui  tantis 
calamitatibus  ac   suppliciis  vexati  et  undequaque   jactati  avitam 
Patrurn  nostrorum  religionem  tanto  animorum  vestorum  ardore  ac 
constantia  vere  Christiana  tarn  fortiter  tamque  viriliter  propugnatis." 
Daring  the  preceding  years  the  persecution  had  raged  with  unabated 
fury.    Ill  1708,  on  the  mere  rumour  of  an  intended  invasion  of 
Scotland  by  the  Pretender,  no  fewer  than  forty-one  Catholic  noble- 
men and  gentlemen,  under  pretence  of  conspiracy,  were  thrown  into  i 
prison  in  the  Castle  of  Dublin.    Their  innocence  however  was  so 
patent  that  they  were  soon  after  set  at  liberty.    In  addition  to  the 
existing  penal  laws  an  Act  was  passed  against  the  time-honoured 
pilgrimages,  which  were  declared  to  involve  "  great;  hazard  and 
danger  to  the  public  peace  and  safety  of  the  Kingdom  ;"  and  where- 
ever  the  people  assembled  to  perform  their  traditional  acts  of  penance 
or  piety,  they  were  attacked  by  the  military,  and  such  as  could  be 
taken  were  thrown  into  prison.    The  laws  against  the  Priests  were  at 
times  strictly  enforced.    In  the  Irish  Record  Office  there  is  a  letter 
under  date  the  25th  of  October,  1714,  informing  the  Government  that 
"  at  Kilkenny,  one  Martin  Archer,  a  Popish  Priest,  had  been  convicted 
of  officiating  without  taking  the  abjuration  oath,  and  had  been  sent 
to  Waterford  for   transportation."     The  Duke   of  Bolton,  Lord 
Lieutenant,  in  opening  the  Irish  Parliament  in  1719,  urged  very 
strongly  the  importance  of  greater  union  among  the  Protestants,  "  in 
presence  of  the  increasing  strength  of  the  Papists."    The  fact  could 
not  be  denied  that  in  spite  of  all  their  penal  enactments  the  number 
of  Bishops  and  Priests  were  every  day  increasing.    In  nine  cases  out 
of  every  ten,  the  prosecutions  broke  down  for  want  of  evidence,  yet  if 
they  succeeded  produced  but  little  result.    The  transported  Priest 
went  back  to  his  college  on  the  Continent,  and  another  came  over  in 
his  place,  or  he  returned  himself  to  a  part  of  the  country  where  he 
was  unknown.    The  Lords  of  the  Irish  Council  writing  a  confidential 
letter  under  date  August  22nd,  1719,  to  the  Lord  Justices  of  Great  ' 
Britain  declaredt  hat  the  Priests  coming  from  the  Continent  were  "  the 
fomentors  of  all  rebellions  and  disturbances,"  and  added  that  "  unless 
a  more  effectual  remedy  could  be  found  to  prevent  their  coming  into 
the  Kingdom,  Ireland  would  never  be  quiet  or  well  affected  to  the 
Crown"  (MSS.  Record  Office).    Such  being  the  sentiments  of  the 
Government,  the  Parliament,  towards  the  close  of  1719,  proceeded  to 
its  work  of  legislation.    A  Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  drew 
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the  heads  of  a  Bill  which  they  considered  would  effectually  exclude 
such  Priests  from  the  Kingdom,  and  among  other  clauses,  it  con- 
tained a  projiosal  that  every  unregistered  Priest  or  Friar  found 
remaining  in  the  Kingdom  after  May  1st,  1720,  might  be  branded 
with  a  hot  iron  in  the  cheek  as  a  mark  by  which  he  could  be  im- 
mediately identified.  Before  the  Bill  was  transmitted  to  England  for 
approval  it  was  submitted  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and  the  Privy 
Council,  and  the  latter  two  of  whom  were  Protestant  Bishops,  reported 
that  the  penalty  of  branding  was  both  too  mild  in  itself,  and  also  that 
it  would  fail  in  its  effect.  They  remarked  that  the  hot  iron  had  already 
been  tried  for  the  Rapparees,  but  "tbe  Rapparees  had  made  it  a 
common  practice  to  brand  innocent  persons  with  the  same  mark,  to 
destroy  the  distinction  it  was  intended  for."  (Lettter  of  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  to  the  Secretary  in  England,  August  25th,  1719,  MSS., 
Record  Office.)  They  accordingly  recommend  more  drastic  measures. 
Even  when  the  Bill  was  subsequently  rejected  in  the  House  of  Lords 
on  account  of  some  clauses  regarding  land,  the  anti-Catholic  faction 
did  not  desist  from  its  efforts  to  enact  new  and  more  stringent  Penal 
Laws.  The  Duke  of  Grafton,  Lord  Lieutenant,  in  opening  the  Par- 
liament in  1723,  declared  that  the  King's  only  aim  in  Ireland  was  to 
make  it  a  happy  Protestant  country,  and  asked  the  Parliament  to 
give  its  serious  attention  to  provide  laws  for  strengthening  the  Pro- 
testant interest,  and  prosecuting  more  effectually  the  existing  laws 
against  the  Catholic  Priests,  "  whose  numbers  were  notoriously  in- 
creased."  Whilst,  however,  the  legislators  were  deliberating  on  the 
measures  to  be  enacted,  a  menacing  storm  was  stirred  up  by  the 
famous  Wood  patent  for  the  copper  coinage  of  Ireland,  and  the 
Government,  embarrassed  by  the  popular  excitement  in  which  Pro- 
testants and  Catholics  for  the  first  time  made  common  cause, 
postponed  to  a  future  day  the  question  of  how  to  check  the  growth  of 
Popery. 

But  besides  stopping  the  increase  of  the  irrepressible  Papists, 
something  was  required  to  keep  alive  the  Protestant  element  in 
Ireland,  for  it  was  found  that  the  number  of  Protestants  was  be- 
coming gradually  less,  and  it  was  feared  that  in  the  course  of  time 
they  would  wholly  disappear.  Accordingly,  at  the  request  of  the 
lords  and  others  of  the  Council,  in  Queen  Anne's  reign  a  number  of 
Protestant  families  were  brought  over  from  the  German  Palatinate  at 
considerable  expense  and  settled  in  Tipperary,  Carlow,  Kilkenny  and 
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otlier  parts  of  tlie  Kingdom.  Profitable  holdings,  well  stocted  with 
cattle,  and  good  houses  were  provided  for  them,  and  also  an  outfit  of 
farming  implements.  A  sum  of  X25,000  was  applied  for  their  main- 
tenance, and  a  resolation  was  unanimously  adopted  by  the  Hoase  of 
Commons  that  it  would  much  contribute  to  the  security  of  the 
Kingdom  if  the  said  Palatines  were  encouraged  by  the  Government 
and  comfortably  settled  therein.  But  this  scheme,  like  so  many 
other  Protestant  projects,  ended  in  failure.  The  Palatines  were  not 
content  with  the  provision  made  for  them,  and  kept  always  clamouring 
for  something  more,  if  they  paraded  themselves  on  Sundays  as 
Protestants  they  did  not  understand  why  they  should  have  to  pay  for 
their  holdings,  or  procure  their  maintenance  by  the  sweat  of  their 
brosv.  Very  soon  they  were  found  to  be  an  intolerable  burden,  the 
Parliamentary  subsidy  was  withdrawn,  and  they  were  left  to  shift  for 
themselves  in  their  holdings  as  best  they  could.  The  House  of  Lords 
in  1713  adopted  an  Address  to  Her  Majesty  thanking  her  for  freeing 
the  nation  from  that  load  of  debt  "  which  the  bringing  over  of  useless 
and  indigent  Palatines  had  brought  upon  them." 

In  1721  a  bequest  was  made  by  Mr.  Jaspar  Eothe,^merchant  in 
London,  for  the  benefit  of  the  P.P.  of  St.  Mary's  and  the  inmates  of 
Sbee's  Poor-house  in  the  city  of  Kilkenny.  The  capital  was  de- 
posited in  Paris,  and  the  interest  was  not  available  for  many  years, 
bnt  the  ancient  record,  written  in  1759,  is  worth  inserting  here:  — 
"  Ad  Perpetuam  Eei  Memoriam. 
'•In  the  year  of  our  Lord,  1721,  Mr.  Jaspar  Eothe,  merchant  in 
Loudon,  descended  from  the  ancient  family  of  the  Eothes  of  Kil- 
kenny, lodged  in  the  town-house  of  Paris  a  sum  of  money,  the  interest 
of  which  amounts  annually  to  662  livres,  10  sols,  which  annuity  was 
divided  into  two  parts,  one  of  which,  consisting  of  500  livres,  was 
bequeathed  by  the  last  will  and  testament  of  said  Mr.  J aspar  Eothe 
to  Messrs.  Daniel  and  James  Cullen  during  their  lives;  and  the 
second  part,  consisting  of  62  livres  ten  sols,  was  left  for  the  use  of 
the  Parish-priesL  of  St.  Mary's,  Kilkenny,  for  the  time  being.  By 
will  of  the  said  Mr.  Jaspar  Eothe  it  was  appointed  that  after  the 
decease  of  the  said  MM.  Daniel  and  James  Cullen  their  part  of  said 
annuity,  viz.,  500  livres,  should  be  transferred  and  appropriated  to 
the  use  and  benefit  of  the  Shoe's  poor-house,  in  the  parish  of  St. 
Mary's,  situated  near  St.  Mary's  Churchyard,  built  by  Sir  Eichard 
Shee  in  the  year  1582,  and  by  virtue  of  a  charter  obtained  in  the 
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reign  of  King  James  the  First,  endowed  by  said  Richard  Sliee  with 
an  annual  revenue  for  the  maintenance  of  thirteen  poor  objects. 
Whereas,  then  after  the  death  of  said  James  Cullen,  said  Daniel 
Cullen  departed  this  life  in  Paris  some  time  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
1755,  Mr.  Patrick  MoUoy,  then  incumbent  of  St.  Mary's  parish,  sent 
a  letter  of  attorney  in  behalf  of  said  poor-house  to  Paris,  by  which 
the  inhabitants  of  said  poor-house  impowered  the  Rev.  Mr.  Walter 
Daton,  of  the  Diocese  of  Ossory,  then  living  in  Paris,  to  receive  said 
annuity,  and  to  remit  it  to  said  poor-house.  This  letter  of  attorney 
was  sent  off  in  1757,  and  said  Mr.  Walter  Daton  remitted  in  July, 
1758,  the  annuities  of  the  two  years,  1756  and  1757,  which  amounted, 
after  deducting  the  expenses  which  attended  said  procuration  business, 
to  the  sum  of  858  livres  15  sols." 

This  legacy  continued  to  be  paid  down  to  the  French  Revolution, 
when,  with  other  British  endowments,  it  was  confiscated.  Being 
overlooked  after  the  restoration  of  the  monarchy  in  France  it  has  not 
been  since  recovered.  Ledwich  confounded  the  donor  of  this  legacy 
with  General  St.  Ruth,  and  it  is  not  improbable  that  a  somewhat 
similar  confusion  underlies  the  further  statement  which  he  makes, 
that  "  the  celebrated  General  St.  Ruth  left  a  house  in  Patrick-street 
to  Thady  O'Duun,  to  pay  =£12  a  year  in  charity;  the  profits  have 
never  been  accounted  for,  and  the  house  was  lately  a  barrack." 

The  Poor-house  to  which  the  above  bequest  of  Jaspar  Rothe  was 
made,  was  founded  in  1581  by  Sir  Richard  Shee.  The  armorial 
bearings  of  the  founder,  which  still  remain  at  the  front  and  back  of 
the  building,  have  the  inscription:  "Insignia  Richardi  Shee  Kil- 
kenniensis  armigeri,  qui  hoc  xenodochium  fieri  fecit,  1581."  Sir 
Richard  Shee,  having  built  the  house  in  his  life-time,  endowed  it  at 
his  death  with  various  revenues  arising  from  the  tithes  of  Butler's 
wood  and  Kilmocahill  in  the  counties  of  Kilkenny  and  Carlow.  He 
gave  also  many  precious  gifts  to  be  sold  for  the  support  of  the 
inmates,  one  of  them  being  a  gold  chain  of  the  value  of  500  gold 
crowns.  He  left  also  five  flocks  of  sheep,  24  suits  of  clothes,  and  20 
measures  of  wheat,  to  be  distributed  among  the  poor ;  besides  160 
gold  crou^ns  for  poor  maidens,  and  800  gold  crowns  for  Vi^idows  and 
orphans.  He  moreover  bequeathed  80  gold  crov\rns  a  year  for  the 
Priests  of  Kilkenny,  and  remitted  40O  gold  crowns  of  debts  due  to 
him,  besides  one-third  of  all  the  rents  due  by  his  various  tenants  who 
had  suffered  from  the  calamities  of  war  and  pestilence,  (See 
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Spicilegium    Ossoriense,    vol.  I.,  page    117.)     He  further  im- 
posed the  obligation  on  Ms  son  and  lieir  to   procure  a  charter 
for  the  inmates  of  the   Poor-house  to   be  called  "  Fratres  et 
Sorores  Hospitalis  Jesu  Ohristi  in  Kilkennia."    For  a  considerable 
time  the  revenues  were  duly  paid  to  the  poor  inmates,  an  altar  was 
erected  in  the  upper  room,  a  chaplain  was  paid  by  the  Shee  family, 
and  Mass  was  celebrated  there  on  Sundays.    It  may  not  be  out  of 
place  here  to  remark  that  this  upper  room  in  Shee's  Poor-house  in 
the  beginning  of  the  penal  times  served  as  a  chapel  for  the  Catholic 
parishioners  of  St.  Mary's.    There  was  then  no  lane  at  the  back  of 
the  Poor-house,  the  burial  ground  of  St.  Mary's  Church  extended  to 
the  walls  of  the  institution,  and  many  of  the  congregation  used  to 
kneel  in  the  churchyard  whilst  Mass  was  being  said.    This  went  on 
for  some  time,  but  St.  Mary's  Church  not  being  used  for  Protestant 
service,  and  being  in  great  part  reduced  to  ruin,  a  temporary  altar 
was  erected  there,  and  on  Sundays  the  old  church  became  the  resort 
of  the  faithful,  and  the  Holy  Sacrifice  was  once  more  offered  within 
its  precincts.    It  is  the  tradition  that  a  Protestant  ofiicer  who  was 
stationed  in  Kilkenny  took  a  fancy  to  have  his  deceased  child  interred 
in  St.  Mary's.    The  funeral  was  to  take  place  on  Sunday,  but  the  people 
being  assembled  there  for  their  devotions  resolved  that  they  would 
not  permit  this  desecration  to  take  pJace.    A  detachment  of  soldiers 
was  at  once  ordered  to  the  spot  who  drove  the  people  from  the  church, 
and  thenceforward  Mass  was  not  permitted  to  be  celebrated  there. 
This  was  about  the  year  1780.    Por  a  few  years  the  people  had  again 
to  adopt  as  their  chapel  the  upper-room  of  Shee's  Poor-house,  till 
thoy  rented  a  thatched  house  which  was  opposite  to  the  entrance  to 
the  present  Episcopal  residence,  and  was  built  up  against  the  city 
wall,  now  the  boundary  of  the  Presentation  Convent.    This  thatched 
chapel  continued  to  be  used  for  parochial  devotions  till,  through  the 
exertions  of  Eev.  Dr.  Molloy,  St.  Mary's  parochial  church  was  erected 
which,  in  our  own  times,  gave  way  to  the  magnificent  Cathedral,  a 
truly  noble  and  enduring  monument  of  the  piety  and  religious  spirit 
of  the  faithful  people  of  Ossory. 

It  is  not  easy  to  discover  when  or  by  whom  the  property  be- 
queathed by  Sir  Eichard  Shee  was  alienated  from  this  charitable  in- 
stitution. The  two  following  documents  sufficiently  prove  that  it 
was  available  as  late  as  the  year  1752.  Dr.  O'Phelan,  Bishop  of 
Ogsory,ifl  1685,  wrote  to  the  representative  of  the  Shee  family,  xecom- 
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mending  a  poor  kinswoman,  and  setting  forth  at  the  same  time  that 
serious  complaints  had  been  made  of  the  maladministration  of  the 
funds  which  belonged  to  the  Poor-house.  Mr.  Edmond  Shee  thus 
replied : — 

"  Kilkenny,  Sth  June,  1685. 

"Rev.  Loed, 

I  received  your's  of  this  instant,  and  am  very  sorry  that  1  cannot 
comply  with  your  request  this  time,  as  concerning  your  kinswoman, 
for  I  do  assure  you  the  house  is  full  and  no  place  vacant :  and,  as  for 
F.  Theobald  Archer,  there  is  no  place  for  him,  but  a  chamber  that 
belongs  to  the  master,  where  no  pension  belongs,  and  which  I  have 
turned  to  other  uses  useful  to  the  house.  And  if  there  has  been  any 
complaint  made  of  me  unto  your  Lordship  it  is  more  than  I  deserve, 
for  I  do  assure  you  I  have  paid  them  all  in  general,  though  I  am  not 
as  yet  repaid.  It  is  true  there  was  one  of  them  that  died  lately 
before  her  pension  was  due,  and  bequeathed  it  to  her  daughter,  and 
as  I  humbly  conceive  it  is  neither  conscionable  nor  equitable  that  any 
body  who  depends  upon  the  charity  of  pious  uses,  should  have  the 
power  to  wrest  it  to  worldly  uses,  and  this  I  leave  to  any  religious 
order  to  judge  of  that  your  lordship  thinks  fit :  and,  as  for  my  soul's 
safety,  I  prefer  it  before  all  the  treasures  in  the  world,  and  do  hope 
I  shall  take  as  great  care  towards  my  soul  as  any  of  my  predecessors 
ever  did.  This  being  all,  I  rest  your  Lordship's  faithful  and  obedient 
servant, 

"  Edmond  Shee." 

The  next  document  refers  to  an  attempt  made  in  1752  to  sell  the 
tithes  and  other  property  allocated  to  the  Poor-house.  It  is  in  the 
form  of  an  official  caution,  and  was  issued  from  the  Protestant 
Diocesan  Court  in  Kilkenny  : — 

"  Whereas,  Edmund  Shee,  of  Cloran,  in  the  county  of  Tipperary, 
Esquire,  has  declared  his  intention  of  selling  the  house  or  tenement 
in  the  city  of  Kilkenny,  commonly  called  Sir  Eichard  Shee's  Hospital, 
as  also  the  parsonage  of  Butler's  woods  and  Kilmocahill,  in  the 
counties  of  Garlow  and  Kilkenny  ;  and  whereas,  the  said  Sir  Eichard 
Shee,  by  his  last  will,  bearing  date  December  24th,  1603,  and  by  a 
codicil  to  the  said  will,  dated  December  31st,  1604  (which  will  and 
codicil  were  proved  in  the  Prerogative  Court  of  this  Kingdom,  in 
1608),  did  devise  the  said  hospital  and  parsonage  to  and  for  the  use 
and  maintenance  of  the  poor  men  and  women  of  the  said  hospital  and 
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their  successors  for  ever,  and  did  thereby  enjoin  his  son  and  heir, 
Lucas  Shee,  Esquire,  to  use  his  best  endeavours  to  obtain  a  mortmain 
and  charter  to  make  them  a  corporation  ;  and  whereas,  at  the  request 
of  the  said  Lucas  Shee,  and  in  pursuance  of  the  said  will,  a  mortmain 
and  charter,  bearing  date  the  7th  day  of  November,  in  the  6th  year  of 
his  reign,  was  granted  by  King  James  the  First  to  make  the  said  poor 
and  their  successors  a  corporation,  and  to  vest  the  said  hospital  and 
parsonage  with  the  glebe,  tithes,  &c.,  thereof  m  them  for  ever ;  which 
will,  codicil,  mortmain,  and  charter,  are  on  record  in  the  proper 
offices ;  this  is,  therefore,  to  caution  all  purchasers  how  they  treat  for, 
or  purchase  the  said  hospital  or  parsonage. 
"  Dated  this  31st  day  of  May,  1752. 
Even  after  the  misappropriation  of  the  funds,  some  inmates  con- 
tinued to  reside  in  the  Shee's  Poor-house  till  a  comparatively  recent 
period.     A  Eelic  of  the  Holy  Cross  used  to  be  venerated  on  the 
altar  there  on  the  Feast  of  Holy  Gross,  and  a  collection  was  held,  the 
proceeds  of  which  were  applied  for  the  maintenance  of  the  poor 
inmates.     The  curious  silver  reliquary  which  in  olden  times  encased 
this  sacred  Relic  was  presented  to  our  Diocesan  Museum  by  the  late 
Archdeacon  O'Shea.    It  is  in  the  form  of  a  small  silver  globe,  sup- 
ported by  three  lions. 

As  regards  Dr.  Dulany,  during  the  eighteen  years  that  he  held 
the  crozier  of  St.  Kieran  he  was  unwearying  in  his  labours  of  piety, 
comforting  and  encouraging  his  flock,  and  instructing  them  by  word 
and  example.  A  few  days  before  his  death  he  made  the  following 
will,  of  which  a  copy  is  preserved  in  the  Public  Record  Office, 
Dublin 

The  Will  and  Testament  of  the  Rev.  Malachias  Dulany,  clerke, 
was  made  the  25th  day  of  April,  1731. 

"  In  the  name  of  the  moat  glorious  Trinity,  Amen.  I,  Malachias 
Dulany,  do  make  this  my  will.  Imprimis,  I  bequeath  my  soule  to 
God,  hoping  for  a  happy  resurrection  through  the  merits  of  our  Lord 
and  Saviour  Jesus.  Secondly,  I  bequeath  my  body  to  the  earth  to  be 
interred  among  the  Prelates  of  Ossory,  at  the  Cathedral  Church  of  St. 
Canice,  in  decent  order,  as  my  executors  heremafter  mentioned,  shall 
think  fit.  Item,  I  devise  all  my  wordly  substance  in  money,  Jewells, 
gold  and  silver,  and  all  my  wordly  interests  whatsoever,  to  be  divided 
in  proportion  to  my  several  relations,  according  to  their  respective 
degrees^of  relationship,  affinity,  and  consanguinity,  as  the  law  directs; 
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saving  and  reserving  what  is  hereinafter" expressed,  and  my  just  debts 
and  funeral  expences  to  be  paid  and  discharged.  Item,  I  devise  and 
desire  that  all  the  church  goods  in  my  hands  shall  be  taken  care  of 
and  delivered  by  my  executors  to  mj  successor  in  right  and  degree. 
Item,  I  devise  the  sum  of  ^100  sterling  to  my  executors  to  be  dis- 
posed of,  and  not  to  be  accountable  for.  Item,  I  devise  a  note  of  the 
widdow  Murphy'g  should  be  given  up,  having  satisfied  for  the  same. 
I  nominate,  constitute,  and  appoint  the  Eev.  Mr.  Patrick  Fitzgerald 
the  Eev.  Mr.  Thomas  Kuaresbrough,  Mr.  Jasper  Shee,  and  Mr. 
Mathias  Ardekin,  of  the  city  of  Kilkenny,  merchants,  executors  of  this 
my  last  vfill,  and)  I  do  hereby  revoke  all  former  wills  by  me  made, 
and  I  do  hereby  declare  this  my  last  will  the  day  and  year  first  above 
written. 

Malachy  Dulant." 

Signed,  sealed,  and  published 
in  presence  of  us, 

Pateick  Fitzpatrick. 
Richard  Nolan. 
George  Reddy. 

From  the  desire  here  expressed  to  be  interred  at  the  Cathedral 
of  St.  Canice  "  among  the  Prelates  of  Ossory,"  we  may  conclude  that 
some  of  his  predecessors,  and  among  them  not  improbably  Dr.  John 
O'Thonory  had  been  interred  there.  The  Rev.  Patrick  Fitzgerald, 
named  -as  one  of  the  executors,  was  Treasurer  of  the  Chapter  of 
Ossory  and  P.P.  of  St.  Patrick's,  Kilkenny.  In  St.  Patrick's  Church- 
yard there  is  an  altar-tomb,  with  an  almost  obliterated  inscription, 
that  marks  his  grave.  He  is  there  described  as  one  of  the  noble 
Geraldine  family  of  Burnchurch,  "  nobile  de  stripe  Geraldinorum  de 
Burnchurch,"  and  his  death  is  assigned  to  the  3rd  of  October,  1748. 
The  late  lamented  Bishop  of  Ardagh,  Right  Rev.  Dr.  Conroy,  writing 
to  me  a  short  time  before  his  death,  stated  that  a  chalice  had  come 
into  his  possession  with  the  inscription :  "  Rev.  Dominus  Patritius 
Fitzgerald,  pastor  Ecclesise  Sancti  Patricii,  Kilkennise,  me  fieri  fecit 
anno  Domini,  1720." 

The  other  executor,  Rev,  Thomas  Kuaresbrough,  was  P.P.  of 
Dunnamaggin,  or  as  it  was  called  in  those  days  the  parish  of  Dangan- 
more.  There  is  an  old  silver  chalice  still  preserved  in  the  parochial 
church  with  the  inscription :  "  This  chalice  was  made  up  by  the 
parishioners  of  Danganmore,  and  by  the  Rev.  Thomas  Cranisbro." 
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He  rests  in  Killamery,  and  the  following  inscription  is  quite  legible 
on  liis  tombstone  :  "  Hie  jacet  Eev.  D.  Thomas  Knaresbrough,  Sac- 
rosanct99  Theologise  Doctor,  qui  obiit  undesimo  die  Januarii,  Anno 
Domini  1741.    K.  I.  P." 

On  the  copy  of  the  will  it  is  marked  that  the  Executors  re- 
nounced the  administration.  The  next-of-kin,  Patrick  Lenan  (sutor 
vestiarius),  Michael  Tryng,  of  Kelly  mount  (chirothecarius),  and 
Margaret  Bergin,  alias  Flood,  asserted  their  claims  as  next-of-kin. 
The  precise  day  of  Dr.  Dulany's  death  is  not  given,  but  the  usual, 
memorandum  added  to  his  will,  "  dum  in  humanis  agebat  condidit 
testamentum  suum,  &c.,  ac  postea  ab  hac  luce  migravit,"  implies  that 
it  was  only  made  immediately  before  his  death.  There  is  a  fine  silver- 
gilt  chalice  still  in  daily  use  in  the  Cathedral,  dating  from  the  first 
years  of  Dr.  Dulany's  episcopate.  It  bears  the  inscription  :  "  Ex  dono 
Catherinse  Eothe,  alias  Archdekin,  Parochise  S.  Marise  Kilkeniensis. 
Obiit  13®  Aprilis  An.  Dom.  1714,  ora  pro  ea."  Another  large  silver 
chalice,  also  at  the  Cathedral,  is  marked  as  "  the  gift  of  Mr.  Richard 
Archer,"  and  has  the  inscription :  "  Ora  pro  anima  Joannis  Laugton 
Roberti,  qui  me  fieri  fecit  anno  Domini  1711." 


PATRICK  O'SHEA,  1781-1736. 

The  Brief  of  Dr.  Patrick  0' Shea's  appointment  to  the  See  of 
Ossory  is  dated  July  the  28th,  1731. 

In  the  Registry  of  the  Priests  of  Kilkenny  in  the  year  1704, 
Rev.  Patrick  O'Shea  appears  as  P.P.  of  St.  Patrick's.  He  was  born  in 
Kilkenny  in  the  year  16G0,  studied  in  Portugal,  and  wfi.s  promoted  to 
the  Priesthood  at  Lisbon  in  1690  at  the  hands  of  the  Cardinal  of  the 
Title  of  Sancta  Sabina,  Primate  of  Portugal.  Soon  after  his  return 
to  his  native  city  he  was  appointed  to  the  parish  of  St.  Patrick's,  but 
about  the  year  1720  was  translated  to  the  parish  of  St,  Mary's,  which 
he  continued  to  administer  after  his  appointment  to  the  See.  To  his 
family  had  long  been  assigned  a  leading  place  among  the  citizens  of 
Kilkenny,  and  it  was  in  the  house  of  his  relative,  Mr.  Robert  Shea, 
that  the  Representatives  of  Ireland  had  met  to  hold  their  Sessions 
during  the  eventful  period  of  the  Confederation  of  1641.  Dr.  O'Shea 
was  advanced  in  years  when  ^he  was  consecrated  Bishop,  and  his 


OssoRY  Arch^ological  Society.  489 

Episcopate  lasted  only  for  five  years.  It  was  a  time  of  the  deepest 
gloom  and  liiimiliation  for  our  suffering-  nation.  The  penal  laws 
were,  as  a  rule,  strictly  enforced,  and  Ireland's  sons  sat  silent  and 
sorrow-stricken  in  the  depths  of  their  affliction.  The  persecuted 
pastors  who  watched  over  the  faithful  children  of  the  church,  concealed 
themselves  as  best  they  could,  but  it  was  no  easy  matter  to  escape 
the  priest-catchers  who  were  ever  on  the  alert  to  pursue  their  victims. 
In  1731  a  Committee  of  the  House  of  Lords,  at  the  urgent  petition  of 
the  Protestant  Archbishop  of  Armagh,  was  appointed  "to  enquire 
into  the  state  of  Popery  in  the  Kingdom  of  Ireland,"  and  when  they 
had  completed  their  task,  an  Abstract  of  their  Report  was  ordered  to 
be  published,  setting  forth  the  number  of  the  Priests  "  still  infesting 
the  Kingdom"  that  everyone  might  be  enabled  to  judge  of  the 
danger  that  may  arise  to  the  Protestant  Religion,  to  His  Majesty's 
government,  and  to  the  public  peace,  from  the  number  and  influence 
of  these  their  inveterate  enemies  amongst  us."  This  was  the  language 
used  by  the  Protestants  in  those  days  when  speaking  of  the  Irish 
Priesthood.  In  the  preamble  to  the  official  Report  they  take  care  to 
add  the  expression  of  their  fondest  hope  that  "  in  the  next  age,  that 
pestilent,  restless,  and  idolatrous  religion  would  be  rooted  out." 
Such  were  the  aspirations  and  such  the  aim  of  the  men  who 
ruled  Ireland  in  1731.  But  the  hand  of  God  proved  stronger 
than  the  power  of  His  enemies.  A  hundred  years  from  the  '^date 
of  that  Report  passed  on,  and  the  Catholics  of  Ireland  were 
seen  to  fling  aside  the  fetters  of  those  penal  times,  and  before 
another  half-century  had  run  its  course  the  Protestant  as- 
cendency was  overthrown,  and  the  Protestant  Church  in  Ireland 
ceased  to  enjoy  the  favours  and  the  privileges  of  the  State.  To  the 
inquiries  made  by  the  Committee  of  1731,  we  are  indebted  for  some 
interesting  statistics  regarding  the  Catholic  Church  at  this  period. 
The  official  Abstract  of  the  Report  of  the  Committee  attests  that  in 
the  Diocese  of  Ossory  there  were  32  Mass-houses  built  before  the 
close  of  Queen  Anne's  reign,  and  which  continued  to  be  still  in  use  : 
and  there  were  18  others  built  since  the  accession  of  George  the 
Pirst.  The  number  of  secular  Priests  was  44  :  and  there  were  in  the 
Diocese  eleven  private  chapels,  one  friary,  with  five  friars,  and  34i 
"  popish  schools." 

Two  of  the  local  Reports  forwarded  to  the  House  of  Lords'  Com- 
mittee are  still  preserved  in  the  Public  Record  Office^  Dublin,  as  follow^s : 
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I. 

To  His  Grace  the  Lord  Primate,  Chairman  of  the  Lords'  Committee, 
appointed  to  enquire  into  the  present  state  of  Popery  in  this 
Kingdom  and  the  rest  of  the  Lords  of  that  Committee. 
"  Mt  Lords, 

"In  obedience  to  your  Lordship's  Order  of  the  6th  of  this 
November,  I  have  made  diligent  enquiry  in  the  several  parts  of  the 
Queen's  County,  and  do  not  find  there  are  any  reputed  Frierys  or 
Nunnerys,  or  any  reputed  friers  or  nuns  in  the  said  County,  which 
I  am  humbly  to  inform  your  Lordships  this  20th  day  of  November 
1731, 

"  William  Finn, 

*'Vicecomes,  Reginse  [Comitat,"] 

Endorsed 

Queen's  County,  Shireff. 

II. 

Report  op  the  Mayor  op  Kilkenny. 
"  13  November,  1731,  ^' Four  reputed  Mass-houses  built 

Co.  of  the  City  >        before  the  reign  of  King  G.  L 

of  Kilkenny.  j        viz : — 

"  In  St.  Mary's  parish  one,  wherein  three  reputed  Popish  Priests 
officiate,  as  I  am  informed. 

"In  St.  John's  parish  one,  wherein  officiate  three  reputed  Popish 
Priests,  as  I  am  informed. 

"In  St.  Patrick's  parish  one,  wherein  officiate  three  reputed 
Popish  Priests,  as  I  am  informed. 

"In  St.  Canice's  parish,  in  the  Irishtown,  Kilkenny,  one,  in  which 
two  reputed  Popish  Priests  officiate,  as  I  am  informed. 

"  Two  private  Popish  Chapels  in  St.  Mary's  Parish,  but  I  cannot 
learn  what  priest  or  priests,  and  reputed  Priest  or  Priests  officiate 
therein,  or  in  either  of  them. 

"  One  reputed  Friary  made  since  the  reign  of  King  George  I., 
in  St.  Canice's  Parish,  in  the  Irishtown,  Kilkenny,  in  which,  as  I  am 
informed,  there  are  five  Friars. 

"  Seven  reputed  Popish  spelling,  reading,  and  writing  schools  in 
the  said  city  and  county  thereof. 

"  But  I  cannot  find  there  is  any  nunnery  or  nuns  in  the  city  and 
county  thereof,  or  any  other  Mae^-iiQiisee,  Chapels,  Popish  priests, 
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Frierjes,  Friai's,  or  Schools,  or  reputed  such  in  the  said  city  or  county 
thereof  than  aforementioned. 

"  Dated  this  13th  of  November,  1731. 

"  Thomas  Butlek,  Dcpy.  Mayor." 

Dr.  O'Shee  being  unable  through  age  and  infirmities  to 
attend  to  the  wants  of  the  faithful  of  St.  Mary's  in  those  perilous 
times,  a  short  time  before  his  death,  in  1736,  resigned  that  parochial 
charge  and  appointed  his  nephew,  Eev.  Edward  Shee,  parish-priest, 
in  his  stead.  He  does  not  appear  to  have  regarded  it  as  a  mensal 
parish,  as  he  had  been  P.P.  of  St.  Mary's  before  his  elevation  to  the 
Episcopate.  When  Dr.  O'Shaghnussy,  the  next  Bishop,  claimed 
St.  Mary's  as  the  Episcopal  parish,  the  Rev.  Edward  Shee  refused  to 
surrender  it,  and  the  citizens  sided  with  him,  attesting  that  it  had 
never  before  Dr.  O'Shea's  time  been  attached  to  the  See.  Tumults 
having  arisen  and  the  claim  to  St.  Mary's  as  a  mensal  parish  not 
being  free  from  doubt,  he  was  permitted  to  continue  in  possession 
till  his  death,  in  I7li8.  We  will  see  hereafter  what  compromise  was 
entered  into  by  the  Bishop  with  the  sanction  of  the  Holy  See. 


COLMAN  O'SHAGHNUSSY,  A.D.  1736-1748. 

Colman  O'Shaghnussy  belonged  to  the  ancient  sept  of  the  Cineal 
Aodh,  who  were  supposed  to  be  lineally  descended  from  Guaire, 
surnamed  the  hospitable,  King  of  Connaught,  in  the  sixth  century. 
Inchi-Guara,  known  in  more  recent  times  by  the  name  of  Gort,  was 
the  chosen  residence  cf  this  illustrious  Prince,  and  for  this  reason 
the  O'Shaghnussys  are  sometimes  styled  the  Lords  of  Inchi-guara. 
Colman  bemg  compelled  to  fly  from  Ireland  on  the  defeat  of  James  the 
Second,  embraced  the  military  life  on  the  Continent,  but  soon  after 
laying  aside  the  sword  became  a  Dominican  friar  in  Louvain,  and 
being  there  ordained  he  proceeded  Master  of  Theology  in  the  year  1706. 
Entering  on  the  Irish  mission  he  was  numbered  among  the  Eeligious 
Brethren  of  Athenry,  and  laboured  for  several  years  with  zeal  and 
success  throughout  Connaught :  "  Missionibus  apostolicis  Hiberni^ 
maturus,  eoque  profectus  laudabiliter  se  gessit,  sermone  et  peculiari 
morum  caadore  in  plurimis  Conacise  regionibus  ingenti  cum  animarum 
fructu  pr^dicans."    (De  Burgo).  On  the  30th  of  April,  1726,  he  was 
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elected  Provincial  of  the  Order  in  Ireland,  in  succession  to  Stephen 
MacEgan,  Bishop  of  Clonmacuoise  ;  and  on  the  death  of  Dr.  O'Shea 
was,  through  the  influence  of  the  Pretender,  appointed  to  the  See  of 
Ossory,  by  Brief,  dated  Oetober  the  5th,  1736.  He  was  consecrated 
in  Dublin,  m  the  private  chapel  of  the  Dominican  Nuns,  by  Dr. 
Linegar,  Archbishop  of  Dublin,  assisted  by  Stephen  MacEgan,  then 
Bishop  of  Meath,  and  Michael  MacDonogh,  Bishop  of  Kilmore. 
Together  with  the  appointment  to  the  See,  Dr.  O'Shaghnussy  received 
,  a  Brief  assigning  to  him  St.  Mary's  as  a  mensal  parish.  When  this 
Brief  was  published,  great  rioting  ensued,  the  whole  city  was  in 
commotion,  and  the  Bishop  deemed  it  prudent  to  desist  from  any 
attempt  to  enforce  his  claim.  He  subsequently  received  from  the 
Holy  See  the  parish  of  St.  John's,  frequently  called  in  the  documents 
of  those  times,  "the  parish  of  St.  Mary  Magdalene,"  which,  about 
this  time,  happened  to  become  vacant.  He  did  not,  however,  renounce 
his  title  to  St.  Mary's,  and  it  was  only  towards  the  close  of  his 
Episcopate  that,  to  set  at  rest  all  question  about  this  matter,  he 
obtained  another  Brief  from  the  Holy  See  conferring  that  parish  on 
the  Eev.  Edward  Shee,  reserving  to  himself  an  annual  pension  of 
<£]0.  The  following  curious  legal  instrument  duly  signed  by  the 
respective  parties  is  preserved  in  the  Diocesan  Archives  : 

"  Articles  of  agreement  concluded  and  agreed  upon  by  and 
between  the  Right  Rev.  Father  in  God,  Coleman,  Lord  Bishop  of 
Ossory  of  the  one  part,  and  the  Eev.  Edward  Shee,  of  the  city  of 
Kilkenny,  clerk,  of  the  other  part,  witnesseth: 

"  That  the  said  Edward  Shee  for  and  in  consideration  of  the  said 
Coleman  O'Shaghnussy's  having  procured  for  him  the  said  Edward 
Shee  a  Bull  from  His  Holiness  the  Pope  for  the  parish  of  St.  Mary's, 
in  the  city  of  Kilkenny,  pursuant  to  a  former  agreement  entered 
into  for  that  purpose,  doth  covenant,  promise  and  agree  to,  and  with 
the  said  Coleman  O'Shaghnussy,  that  he,  the  said  Edward  Shee,  shall 
pay  or  cause  to  be  paid  unto  the  said  Coleman  O'Shaghnussy  for  his 
natural  life,  ten  pounds  (£10)  sterling,  yearly  and  every  year,  to 
commence  from  the  first  day  of  November  next,  ensuing  the  date 
hereof,  by  two  even  moities,  or  equal  payments  in  each  and  every 
year,  that  is  to  say,  on  every  first  day  of  May  and  first  day  of 
November,  during  the  said  term,  the  first  payment  to  be  made  on 
the  first  day  of  May  next,  and  the  said  Edward  Shee  doth  further 
covenant,  promise,  and    agree  to,  and    with   the  said  Coleman 
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O'Shaghnussy,  that  he,  the  said  Edward  Shee  shall,  as  far  as  iu  his 
power  by  any  Act,  Bill,  or  otherwise,  enable  the  said  Coleman 
O'Shaghnussy  to  receive  from  Dr.  Daniel  Cullen,  of  Paris,  nine  years 
and  a-lialf  pension  due  to  him  as  Parish-Priest  of  St.  Mary's  afore- 
said by  legacy,  devised  by  Jasper  Eothe,  amounting  to  twenty-nine 
pounds,  nine  shillings  sterling,  at  sixty -two  livres  per  year,  and  the 
said  Coleman  O'Shaghnussy,  upon  the  said  Edward  Shee's  per- 
forming and  fulfilling  all  and  every  the  agreement  above-mentioned, 
doth  hereby  discharge  him,  the  said  Edward  Shee,  from  any  former 
agreement,  claim,  or  demand  whatsoever,  to  the  day  of  the  date 
hereof,  and  in  case  of  non-performance  this  agreement  to  be  absolutely 
void  and  of  no  effect.  In  witness  of  all  which  we  have  hereunto  set 
our  hands  and  affixed  our  seals  this  10th  day  of  September,  1747. 

CoLMiN  O'Shaghnussy,  &c. 
Edwaed  Shee. 

Signed,  sealed,  and  delivered 

in  the  presence  of  us,  '  , 

John  Butlee, 

William  Knaeesbrough. 
Dr.  O'Shaghnussy,  in  consequence  of  his  military  antecedents  as 
well  as  on  account  of  the  many  distinguished  officers  of  the  family 
actually  serving  in  the  armies  in  the  continent,  was  subjected  to  a 
great  deal  of  petty  annoyance  by  the  local  Protestant  authorities. 
When  the  Pretender,  in  1744,  appealed  to  arms  in  Scotland  the 
Government  was  filled  with  alarm  lest  the  Catholics  would  stir  up  a 
corresponding  movement  in  Ireland  and  join  his  ranks.  Nothing 
indeed  was  farther  from  the  thoughts  of  the  Irish  Catholics,  but  the 
very  suspicion  sufficed  for  the  Government  to  impute  to  them  inten- 
tions of  conspiracy  and  to  issue  a  proclamation  "  for  the  suppression 
of  monasteries,  the  apprehension  of  ecclesiastics,  the  punishment  of 
magistrates  remiss  in  the  execution  of  the  laws,  and  the  encourage- 
ment of  spies  and  informers  by  an  increase  of  reward,"  Thebaud 
well  describes  in  a  few  words  the  results  of  this  proclamation :  "  It 
was  a  repetition  of  the  old  story  ;  a  cruel  persecution  broke  out  in 
every  part  of  the  island.  From  the  country,  priests  fled  to  the 
metropolis,  seeking  to  hide  themselves  amid  the  multitude  of  the 
citizens.  Others  fled  to  mountains  and  caverns,  and  the  holv 
sacrifice  was  again  offered  up  in  lone  places  under  the  bare  heavens, 
with  sentinels  to  watch  for  the  prowling  of  the  wolf,  and  no  other 
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outward  dignity  than  that  the  grandeur  of  the  forest  and  the  rugged 
mountains  gave."  (The  Irish  Race,  pag.  317.)  The  Grand  Jury  of 
Kilkennv,  however,  were  not  satisfied  with  the  general  measures 
adopted  by  the  Government,  and  in  1744  they  made  a  Presentment 
praying  the  Government  to  take  steps  "for  the  arrest  of  Colman 
O'Shaughnessy,  Titular  Bishop  of  Ossory,"  assigning  as  their  grounds 
for  this  Presentment  that  he  had  been  domestic  chaplain  of  the 
Pretender,  and  appointed  to  the  See  solely  by  his  influence.  In 
consequence  of  the  petty  annoyances  to  which  he  was  thus  repeatedly 
subjected,  Dr.  O'Shaghnussy  was  compelled  to  seek  at  times  a  safe 
asylum  among  his  friends  in  the  West  of  Ireland,  and  when  at  home 
he  often  had  to  lie  concealed  at  Gowran  and  in  other  parts  of  the 
Diocese. 

Famine  and  consequent  pestilence  came  in  1741  to  intensify  the 
misery  of  our  suffering  people.  An  eye-witness  thus  describes  the 
saddening  scenes  presented  on  every  side :  "  On  my  return  to  this 
country  last  summer,  I  found  it  the  most  miserable  scene  of  distress 
that  I  ever  read  of  in  history.  Want  and  misery  on  every  face,  the 
rich  unable  to  relieve  the  poor,  the  roads  spread  with  dead  and  dying 
bodies  ;  mankind  the  colour  of  the  docks  and  nettles  which  they  fed 
on ;  two  or  three,  sometimes  more,  on  a  car,  going  to  the  grave  for 
want  of  bearers  to  carry  them,  and  many  buried  only  in  the  fields 
and  ditches,  where  they  perished.  The  universal  scarsity  was  followed 
by  fluxes  and  malignant  fevers,  which  swept  off  all  sorts,  so  that 
whole  villages  were  laid  waste.  If  one  for  every  house  in  the 
Kingdom  died,  and  that  is  very  probable,  the  loss  must  be  upward  of 
*  four  hundred  thousand  souls.  When  a  stranger  travels  through  this 
country  and  beholds  its  wide,  extended,  and  fertile  plains,  its  great 
flocks  of  sheep  and  black  cattle,  and  all  its  natural  wealth  and 
conveniences  for  tillage,  manufacture,  and  trade,  he  must  be  astonished 
that  such  misery  and  want  should  be  felt  by  its  inhabitants." 

A  letter  written  from  Waterford  on  the  22nd  of  September,  1741, 
and  signed  by  Richard  Arsdekin,  Priest  of  the  Diocese  of  Ossory, 
throws  not  a  little  light  on  the  dire  results  of  the  famine  in  this 
Diocese.  He  states  that  the  "  Ecclesia  Parochialis  S.  Colmani,"  i.e., 
the  parish  of  Glenmore,  which  then  included  Slieverue,  having 
become  vacant  on  24th  March,  1 727,  by  the  death  of  Rev.  Thomas 
Walsh,  the  Bishop  appointed  to  this  Benefice  Rev.  Robert  Phelan, 
who  already  held  another  parochial  church,  allowing  him  a  year  to 
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decide,  wMch  of  the  two  Parochial  churches  he  would  choose.  He 
preferred  his  former  Benefice  and  chose  to  retain  it.  Thus  the  church 
of  St.  Colman  continued  vacant  till  the  31st  March,  1729,  that  is  two 
years,  when  it  was  given  in  charge  to  Rev.  William  Butler,  just  then 
returned  from  France.  This  Priest,  being  in  very  delicate  health, 
resided  always  in  Waterford,  except  on  a  few  festival  days,  and  left  the 
care  of  the  parish  to  some  young  Priests  whom  he  appointed  and  re- 
moved at  pleasure.  He  at  length  resigned  the  parish  on  5th  September, 
1739,  and  the  above  Rev.  R.  Arsdekin  was  appointed  the  same  day, 
with  an  obligation  from  the  Bishop  to  pay  £15  per  an.  as  a  pension 
to  P.  Butler.  He  consented,  however,  to  pay  this  amount,  only  on 
condition  that  the  remainder  of  the  emoluments  of  the  parish  would 
suffice  for  his  own  scanty  maintenance.  He  now  finds  that  "  crescente, 
ob  magnam  fructuum  sterilitatem,  annonae  penuria  et  caritate,"  that 
all  the  parochial  receipts  are  quite  insufficient  for  his  own  maintenance , 
and  therefore  protests  that  he  will  not  continue  any  longer  to  pay 
the  said  pension.  I  have  not  found  any  record  of  the  results  of  this 
correspondence,  but  it  is  probable  that  Father  Arsdekin's  plea  was 
not  admitted.  He  continued,  however,  P.P.  of  Glenmore,  and  we  find 
him  on  the  17th  of  December,  1764,  resigning  that  parochial  charge, 
and  receiving  himself,  like  his  predecessor,  an  annual  pension  of  £15. 

Durin.sj  one  of  the  intervals  that  Dr.  O'Shaghnussy  was  absent 
from  his  See,  the  parish  of  St.  Canice's  became  vacant.  The  Rev. 
Gregory  Wall,  a  zealous  Priest,  had  been  appointed  to  that  parish  on 
the  demise  of  Dr.  Dulany,  and  was  himself  summoned  to  his  reward 
on  the  2nd  of  December,  1740.  No  pastor  being  appointed  to  the 
vacant  parish  within  six  months,  a  petition  on  the  part  of  the 
parishioners  was  presented  to  the  Archbishop  of  Dublin,  Dr.  Linegar, 
praying  him  to  proceed  to  the  appointment  of  a  worthy  Parish-Priest. 
He  did  so,  and  by  a  formal  decree  dated  the  22nd  June,  1741 
constituted  the  Rev.  Patrick  Murphy,  the  P.P.  of  St.  Canice's,  in  this 
city.  The  original  decree  setting  forth  these  particulars  is  preserved 
in  the  Diocesan  Archives  of  Dublin.  It  enables  us  to  complete  the  series 
of  Parish-Priests  of  this  important  parish  during  the  last  century. 
On  the  death  of  Father  Patrick  Murphy,  in  1774,  St.  Canice's 
became  once  more  a  mensal  parish,  and  continued  such  till  1789 
when,  at  the  request  of  the  Bishop  and  by  the  authority  of  the  Holy' 
See,  the  Rev.  John  Byrne,  P.P.,  of  St.  John's,  was  translated  thither, 
and  his  pastoral  charge  extended  into  the  preseat  century. 


496  OSSOKT  ARCHiEOLOGICAL  SOCIETY. 

The  Archbishop  of  Dublin  was  again  appealed  to  in  the  year 
1747,  to  settle  a  controversy  which  had  arisen  between  the  Parish- 
Priest  of  Danesforth,  or  Burn-church,  as  it  was  then  styled,  and  the 
Parish-Priest  of  Ballycallan.  The  Rev.  Mark  Mansfield,  P.P.  of 
Burnchurch,  claimed  the  old  parochial  district  of  Kyle  or  Kylebally- 
keeffe  as  belonging  to  his  parish,  and  the  Bishop,  Dr.  O'Shaghnussy, 
gave  judgment  in  his  favour.  From  this  sentence  the  Eev.  Ignatius 
Delany,  P.P.  of  Ballycallan,  appealed  to  the  Metropolitan.  The 
Archbishop  admitted  the  appeal,  and  deputed  the  Eev.  Patrick 
Murphy,  P.P.  of  Ballyhale  and  Prebendary  of  Tescoffin,  and  the  Eev. 
James  Mottley,  P.P.  of  Kilmacow  and  Prebendary  of  Clonamery,  to 
hear  the  respective  claims  and  to  decide  the  controversy.  They 
appear  to  have  given  their  award  in  favour  of  Ballycallan.  The 
Diocesan  Archives  preserve  the  orignal  citation  addressed  by  the 
delegates  of  the  Archbishop  to  the  P.P.  of  Burnchurch  : 

"  Emissa  voce  apellationis  in  Curia  Metropolitana  Dubliniensi  ab 
admodum  Eev.  Domino  Ignatio  Delany  a  sententia  dismembrationis 
parochise  de  Kile  ab  Ordinario  suo  lata,  totiusque  causae  cognitione  et 
decisione  nobis  ab  eadem  Curia  demandata  ac  commissa  cum  facultate 
alios  viros  idoneos  assumendi :  Hinc  tenore  prsesentium  citatum  te 
scias  in  Capella  Sanctissimse  Trinitatis  Waterfordiensis,ut  compareas^ 
vocatis  vocandis,  die  decima  quinta  Mensis,  Februarii  hora  duod- 
ecima  matutina,  anno  Domini  1747-8.  Signatum  hac  die  trigesima 
Januarii  174|. 

Eev.  Domino  Maeco  Mansfield,  >         Pateicius  Murphy, 
Pastori  de  Burn-Church.  PrsBb.  Tascoffensis. 

A  Jacobtjs  Mottley, 

\  Prseb.  Cloinensis. 

There  appears  to  have  been  some  controversy  also  about  con- 
ferring Parochial  Benefices  on  the  Eegular  Clergy.  The  only 
reference  that  I  have  found  to  this  controversy  is  a  letter  of  Bernard 
MacMahon,  Archbishop  of  Armagh,  dated,  "  ex  loco  Eefugii,"  the  7th 
of  j^ovember,  1741.  The  Archbishop  writes  that  a  question  having 
arisen  between  the  Archbishop  of  Dublin  and  the  Bishop  of  Ossory 
about  the  Bishop's  power  to  confer  parishes  on  the  members  of  the 
Eeiigious  Orders,  being  himself  interrogated  as  to  his  opinion  on  the 
matter,  he  attests  that  in  the  Diocese  of  Armagh,  except  in  cases  of 
necessity,  the  Eegular  Clergy  were  not  appointed  to  any  such 
Parochial  Benefices,  and  that  the  game  rule  was  followed  iu  the  other 
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Dioceses  of  the  Province,  with  the-  exception  of  tv/o,  in  which  the 
Bishops  happened  to  be  Kegulars.  The  Primate  further  recommends 
that  great  caution  should  be  observed  in  all  such  appointments,  and 
adds  that  a  short  time  before  he  had  himself  been  obliged  to  quit  his 
former  place  of  retreat,  for  he  had  found  that  four  magistrates,  armed 
with  writs,  were  in  search  for  him,  being  stirred  up  to  this  by  an  un- 
worthy person  to  whom  he  had  refused  a  Parochial  Benefice. 

In  the  month  of  May,  1748,  Dr.  O'Shaghnussy  convened  the 
Clergy  of  the  Diocese  at  Ballyragget,  and  drew  up  a  series  of  Eegu- 
lations  rendered  imperative  by  the  difficult  circumstances  of  those 
times.  I  present  the  original  text  of  the  Record  of  the  proceedings, 
an  authentic  C023y  of  which  is  preserved  in  the  Diocesan  Archives  of 
Dublin  :— 

"  The  Clergy  of  the  Diocese  of  Ossory  convened  by  the  Most 
Eev.  Doctor  Colman  O'Shaghnussy,  Bishop  of  the  said  Diocese,  drew 
up  the  following  instrument  : 

"  In  the  name  of  God.  Amen. 

"  Whereas  several  destructive  practices  and  pernicious  abuses  by 
the  malice  of  Satan  have  gradually  crept  into  the  Diocese  of  Ossory, 
particularly  clandestine  marriages,  commonly  contracted  without  the 
consent  of  parents,  or  the  licence  of  the  Bishop,  Vicar-General,  or  the 
respective  Parish-Priests,  through  the  wanton  passion  of  men  and 
women  to  couple  together  without  the  due  disposition  required  for 
that  most  holy  Insticution  of  Matrimony,  which  St.  Paul,  writing  to 
the  Ephesians,  calls  a  great  Sacrament  in  Christ  and  in  his  Church  ; 
and  through  the  sordid  itch  of  gain  in  some  irregular  and  profligate 
Clergymen,  who,  for  a  piece  of  money,  scruple  not  to  sell  their  own 
and  their  contracting  parties  souls  to  the  author  of  such  pestiferous 
abuses,  the  devil,  to  prophane  Matrimony,  a  Sacrament  of  the  Living, 
by  administering  it  to  such  as  are  dead  to  Christ,  by  the  sins  of  lust, 
and  disobedience  to  parents  and  pastors,  besides  other  crimes  they 
may  be  guilty  of,  to  the  great  scandal  of  the  faithful  and  ruin  of 
families. 

"  To  prevent  for  the  future,  as  much  as  lies  in  us,  this  evil,  and 
other  abuses  hereafter  to  be  named,  which  are  capable  of  provoking 
the  wrath  of  Almighty  God,  and  bringing  upon  us  his  just  vengeance, 
We,  the  Bishop  and  Clergy  of  the  Diocese  of  Ossory,  assembled  at 
Ballyragget  on  the  10th  May,  1748,  have  unanimously  made  and 
established  the  following  laws  and  constitutions  : 

25 
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1.  We  declare  and  decree  tliat  if  any  beneficed  Clergman  know- 
ingly marries  any  couple  that  are  not  his  parishioners  without  being 
licensed  by  the  Bishop,  Vicar-General,  or  their  respective  Parish 
Priests,  he,  the  said  assisting  Priest,  is  for  the  first  time  suspended 
by  the  very  fact  from  all  priestly  functions  for  the  term  of  six  months, 
and  is  to  forfeit  half  the  emoluments  of  his  parish  to  such  Clergyman, 
as  will  in  his  room  serve  in  said  parish.  But  in  case  the  delinquent 
Priest  should  oblige  the  contracting  couple  to  any  oath,  or  promise, 
of  concealing  his  name  from  such  as  have  power  to  inquire  into  this 
fact,  we  constitute  and  decree  the  said  delinquent  Priest  to  be 
excommunicated  by  the  fact  for  the  space  of  six  months ;  and  the 
entire  half  of  the  emoluments  of  his  Parish  shall  be  given  to  such 
Priest  as  will  serve  in  his  room  for  said  term. 

"  2.  If  any  beneficed  Priest  will  knowingly  be  guilty  the  second 
time  of  clandestinely  assisting  at  the  marriage  of  such  as  are  not  his 
parishioners,  we  decree  and  declare  him  to  be  excommunicated  by 
the  fact,  and  deprived  of  all  Ecclesiastical  Benefices  he  is  possessed 
of  in  the  Diocese  of  Ossorj. 

"  3.  If  any  non-beneficed  Priest  before  his  studies  abroad  shall 
attempt  to  marry  any  couple  without  the  express  leave  of  the  Bishop, 
Vicar-General,  or  Parish  Priest  of  the  woman,  we  declare  him 
suspend  ed  by  the  fact  during  his  stay  in  this  Kingdom,  and  incapable 
of  obtaining  any  parish  or  Ecclesiastical  Benefice  in  this  Diocese  for 
seven  years  after  his  retufn  from  his  studies. 

"  4.  If  any  Eegular  of  what  Order  soever,  or  any  extern  Secular 
Priest,  marries  clandestinely  any  couple  in  this  Diocese  of  Ossory,  we 
do  hereby  decree  and  declare  him  to  be  excommunicated  by  the  fact, 
and  as  such  to  be  denounced  over  the  Diocese. 

"  5.  If  either  of  the  contracting  couple  happens  to  be  from  a 
different  parish  from  that  in  which  they  are  to  be  married,  we  declare 
the  assisting  Priest  suspended  for  a  month  unless  he  gets  before  the 
marriage  a  Certificate  in  writing  from  such  Parish  Priest  as  the  party 
belongs  to  :  or  if  the  man  belongs  to  another  parish  in  such  case  the 
marriage  fee  is  to  be  distributed  among  the  poor  of  the  parish  in 
which  the  marriage  is  contracted. 

"  6.  If  hereafter  any  couple  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Diocese  of 
Ossory  will  marry  clandestinely,  we  order  and  decree  that  said  couple 
shall  be  excluded  from  Mass  and  Sacraments  'till  such  time  as  they 
prove  their  marriage  by  telling  the  aame  of  such  Clergyman  as 
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married  them,  and  making  ample  satisfaction  for  the  crime  in  the. 
face  of  sucli  congregation  as  they  belong  to. 

"  Lastly.  Whereas  a  groat  many  are  so  careless  of  their  salvation  as 
not  only  to  neglect  the  approaching  the  most  Holy  Sacraments  of 
Confession  and  Communion  often  in  the  year  but  even  omit  confessing 
and  receiving  yearly  between  Palm  Sunday  and  the  next  Sunday 
after  Easter,  as  prescribed  by  tlie  Council  of  Lateran  ;  nay,  what  is 
most  deplorable,  they  pass  several  years  vs^ithout  cleansing  their 
conscience  with  the  laver  of  penance,  or  feeding  their  souls  with  tbe 
flesh  of  the  Immaculate  Lamb.  To  remedy  so  great  an  evil,  we  do 
hereby  decree  and  declare  that  as  many  as  will  not  yearly,  from  the 
beginning  of  Lent  to  Trinity  Sunday,  confess  and  receive  from  the 
hands  of  their  respective  Parish  Priests,  or  from  some  other  of  his 
or  the  Ordinary's  appointment,  shall  not  be  absolved  by  any  but  by 
the  Ordinary  of  the  Diocese  or  by  such  as  he  deputes  for  that  purpose. 
They  shall  be  also  excluded  from  the  Sacrifice  of  the  Mass,  and  if 
they  should  chance  to  die  in  that  state,  they  shall  not  be  prayed  for 
and  shall  be  deprived  of  Christian  burial. 

"The  Eev.  Mr.  Edmund  Kavanagh,  Yicar- General,  is  hereby 
requested  to  get  copies  drawn  of  the  above  constitutions  and  to 
distribute  them  among  the  Parish  Priests  for  their  regulation  and  the 
due  observance  of  their  respective  duties ;  and  to  read  them  once  in 
two  months  at  their  respective  Stations  the  first  year,  for  which 
purpose  these  constitutions  were  wrote  in  English,  and  every  Priest 
is  to  pay  forjthe  drawing  out  of  each  copy|upon  serving  him  therewith* 

"  Datum  in  Pago  Ballyragget,  supra  dicta  Die,  10  Maii,  174.8. 

"  Fr.  Colmanus,  Episcopus  Ossorien." 

During  the  latter  years  of  his  life  the  Bishop  was  engaged  in  a 
tedious  and  fruitless  law-suit  to  assert  his  claim  and  title  to  the  Gort 
estates.  These  estates,  the  hereditary  property  of  the  O'Shaghnussy 
family,  were  valued  at  £2,500  a  year,  and  at  the  time  of  the  Revo- 
lution in  1688,  were  in  the  hands  of  Roger  O'Shaghnussj,  the  head  of 
the  sept.  He  gave  proof  of  his  loyalty  by  siding  with  James  the 
Second,  and  held  a  Captaincy  in  Lord  Clare's  dragoons.  He  was 
prevented  by  illness  however  from  taking  any  active  part  in  the  Irish 
campaign,  and  died  in  the  family  residence  at  Gort,  the  llth  of  June, 
1690.  Nevertheless,  the  property  was  too  valuable  not  to  attract  the 
attention  of  some  of  King  William's  hungry  followers,  and  accord^ 
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ingly  we  find  Eoger  O'Sliaghnussj  attainted  after  deatli,  and  liis 
lands  transferred  by  Letters  Patent,  dated  the  19tli  of  June,  1697,  to 
Sir  Thomas  Prendergast  to  recompense  him  "  for  his  good  and 
acceptable  services."  Eoger's  only  son,  William  O'Shaghnussy  joined 
the  Irish  Brigade  in  France,  and  was  highly  distinguished  by  his 
bravery  and  ability.  By  his  death  on  the  2nd  of  January,  1744,  the 
Bishop  Colman  O'Shaghnussy,  cousin  of  the  deceased,  became  the 
representative  of  the  family,  and  began  in  1745  to  assert  his  claim  in 
the  courts  of  law  to  the  ancestral  property.  It  displayed  great 
courage  on  the  part  of  a  Catholic  Bishop  thus  to  appeal  to  the  tri- 
bunals of  the  Kingdom  as  claimant  for  such  an  extensive  domain. 
The  moment,  however,  was  not  unfavourable.  The  Irish  Catholics  had 
been  so  peaceable  throughout  the  anxious  period  of  the  Pretender's 
invasion,  and  the  whole  country  was  so  impoverished  by  famine  that 
the  Government  appeared  to  be  at  length  weary  of  oppression,  and  it 
was  hoped  that  the  manifest  justice  of  the  case  would  ensure  a  re- 
transfer  of  the  estates  to  the  family  heir.  At  every  step,  however,  the 
Penal  Laws  were  found  to  present  insuperable  barriers,  and  Sir 
Thomas  Prendergast,  son  of  the  original  grantee,  stopped  at  nothing 
to  defeat  the  claim  of  the  Catholic  Bishop.  Dr.  O'Shaghnussy  lived 
at  this  time  in  :\laudlin-street,  in  the  little  thatched  house,  sub- 
sequently inhabited  by  Bishop  De  Burgo,  and  he  deposited  in  the 
Tower  adjoining  it,  all  the  papers  and  documents  which  had  been 
prepared  to  assert  his  claim.  Robbers,  however,  hired  for  the 
purpose,  watched  their  opportunity,  and  when  the  Bishop  was  absent 
elsewhere,  they  obtained  an  entrance  through  a  window  and  carried  off  a 
coasiderable  part  of  the  family  records.  The  suit  was  prosecuted 
after  the  Bishop's  death  by  the  Bishop's  brother  and  heir,  but  the 
struggle  was  an  unequal  one,  as  De  Burgo  in  his  day  remarked : 
"  Eques  Thomas  Prendergast  acriter  se  defendit,  non  quidem  justitia 
causse  suae,  sed  pecunia  et  potentia,  unus  quippe  est  e  Senatoribus 
regni  in  Parlamento  sedens,  insuperque  Eegi  a  sanctioribus  Consiliis, 
ad  differentiam  Domini  O'Shaghnussy,  qui  Fidei  Catholicse  est  cultor 
suisque  htereditariis  bonis  exutus."  (Hib.  Domin.  page  506.)  The 
law-suit  was  brought  to  a  close  in  1783  by  the  death  of  Joseph 
•  O'Shaghnussy,  the  last  claimant  of  the  Gort  estates.  See  full  details 
regarding  this  law  suit  and  the  family  in  ••  The  Irish  Chieftains,"  by 
Blake-Foster,  page  720,  and  "  Tribes  and  Customs  of  Hy-Fiachrach," 
by  O'Donovan,  page  384. 
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Dr.  O'Shaghnussy  died  at  Gowran  in  tlie  house  of  the  P.P.,  the 
Eev.  John  Hoync,  on  the  2nd  of  September,  1748,  and  was  interred 
in  the  cemetery  attached  to  St.  John's  Catholic  Church,  called  "  St. 
Stephen's  Cemetery."  (De  Burgo,  Hib.  Domin,  page  505.)  De  Burgo 
prepared  the  following  inscription  for  his  tomb,  but  no  tomb  appears 
to  have  been  erected  to  mark  his  grave  : 

D.  0.  M. 

Siste  viator,  vide,  lege,  luge 
Jacet  sub  hoc  marmore 
Illustrissimus  et  Eeverendissimus  Dominus 
Pr.  Colmanus  O'Shaghnussy 
Nobilissimse  suse  familiso  Primipilus 
Probitate  et  Pietate  clarus 
Episcopus  Ossoriensis 
Ex  ordine  Prsedicatorum  assumptus 
Hujus  S.  Joannis  Evangelistae  parochise  Commendatarius 
Expectans  caruis  resurrectionem 
Obiit  quarto  Nonas  Septembris 
Anno  Salutis  MDCCXLVIII. 
Peregrinationis  suse  LXXIII. 
Consecrationis  XIL 
E.I.P. 


JAMES  BERNAED  DUNNE,  A.D.  1748-1758. 

Dr.  Dunne  was  appointed  to  the  See  of  Ossory  by  Brief  dated 
the  17th  of  December,  1748.  A  memorandum  in  the  Archives  of 
Propaganda  describes  him  as  a  Secular  Priest,  who  had  for  many 
-  years  discharged  the  duties  of  Parish-Priest  in  the  Diocese  of  Sens 
in  France :  "  per  plures  annos  fuit  Parochus  in  Diocesi  Senonensi." 
He  appears  to  have  tarried  for  more  than  a  year  in  France,  as  we 
meet  with  him  in  London  on  March  the  3rd,  1751,  ".  being  then  on 
his  way  from  France  to  Ireland,"  and  on  that  day  he  consecrated  for 
the  See  of  Derry,  the  Eight  Eev.  Patrick  BruUaghan,  O.S  D,,  in  the 
chapel  of  the  Sardinian  Embassy,  the  Assistant  Bishops  being  the 
Eight  Eev.  Dr.  Petre,  Vicar  Apostolic  of  the  London  District,  and 
Eight  Eev.  Dr.  Chaloner,  Coadjutor  Bishop  of  the  same  District, 
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Towards  the  close  of  1748,  and  before  the  appointment  of  Dr. 
Dunne  was  known  in  Ireland,  the  clergy  of  Ossory  presented  a 
petition  to  the  Holy  See,  praying  that  the  Eev.  Edmund  Kavanagh, 
Archdeacon  of  Ossory  and  P.P.  of  Ballyragget;  or  the  Eev.  Patrick 
Murphy,  Prebendary  of  the  Chapter  and  P.P.  of  Ballyhale,  would  be 
appointed  to  the  vacant  See.  Some  curious  details  are  set  forth  in 
this  document  regarding  the  Diocese  at  this  trying  period  of  our 
Church's  history. 

The  Diocese  of  Ossory,  they  say,  was  in  former  times  a  model  to 
the  whole  Kingdom  of  Ireland  for  its  spirit  of  religion,  its  piety,  its 
learning,  its  observance  of  discipline,  and  the  faithful  discharge  of 
the  clerical  duties  by  those  engaged  in  the  sacred  minitsry  ;  "  olim  in 
exemplar  religionis,  pietatis,  scientise,  disciplinse,  ac  regularis  observantise 
toti  regno  Hibernise  prseponebatur."  Now,  however,  all  that  was 
changed.  The  late  Bishop  was  a  native  of  Connaught  and  a  Dominican, 
and  during  a  great  part  of  his  Episcopate  lived  among  his  friends  in  the 
West,  or  in  the  religious  houses  of  his  order  in  that  province.  As  a 
result  of  the  Pastor's  absence  dissensions  had  sprung  up  and  abuses 
had  begun  to  prevail.  They  add  that  even  in  a  material  way  the 
late  Episcopate  had  been  disastrous  to  the  Diocese,  "  the  Mitre  and 
the  Crozier,  the  Episcopal  Eing  and  Pectoral  Cross,  and  some  of  the 
other  Episcopal  insignia"  had  been  lost  and  no  trace  of  them  could 
be  found.  More  interesting,  however,  than  these  particulars  is  the 
list  of  names  attached  to  this  petition,  which  supplies  several  links 
otherwise  to  be  sought  for  in  vain  in  the  series  of  our  Parochial 
Clergy  during  the  last  century.  The  names  and  the  order  of  signature 
are  as  follows  ; — 

Marcus  Mansfield,  Prsecentor  ac  Eector  de  Burnchurch. 

Edwardus  Shee,  Cancelarius  ac  Eector  S.  Marise,  Kilkannise. 

Patricius  Grera-ldinus,  Thesaurarius  ac  Eector  S.  Patricii,  Kil- 
kennise. 

Ignatius  Dulany,  Prsebendarius  de  Kilmanagh,  ac  Eector  de 
Ballicallan. 

Martinus  Dulany,  Prsebends.  de  Freshford,  ac  Rector  de  Durrow* 
Jacobus  Carroll,  Prsebends.  de  Blackrath,  ac  Eector  de  Eathkieran. 
Thomas  Forrestall,  Prsebends.  de  CaJlan,  ac  Eector  de  Thomas- 
town. 

Jacobus  Metiers,  Prsebends.  de  Clownamry,  ac  Eector  de 
Kilmacow. 
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Daniel  Kenedj,  Praebends.  de  Moyn,  Licentiatus  Sorbonicus,  &c. 

Dermitius  Criory,  Rector  de  Ahaboe. 

Gulielmus  Delanj,  Eector  de  Anatrim. 

Michael  Costigau,  Eector  de  Rathdownej. 

Joannes  Kelly,  Rector  de  Galmoy. 

Ricardus  Sbee,  Rector  de  Abarny. 

Edmundus  Butler,  Rector  de  Urlingford. 

Thomas  White,  Rector  de  Freshford. 

Patricius  Murphy,  Rector  S.  Canici,  Kilkennise. 

Joannes  Hayn,  Rector  de  Goran. 

Thomas  Quirke,  Rector  de  Kilamry. 

Ricardus  Archdekin,  Rector  de  Glanmore, 

Jacobus  Comerford,  Rector  de  Enistage. 

Jacobus  Purcell,  Rector  de  Rathkiran. 

Mathias  Lanigan,  Rector  de  Ouning. 

Dr.  Dunne  appears  to  have  suffered  frdm  illness  throughout  the 
greater  part  of  his  Episcopate.  On  the  demise  of  the  Rev.  Edward 
Shee  in  1749,  the  parish  of  St.  Mary's  became  once  more  the  mensal 
parish,  and  the  Rev.  Patrick  Molloy,  a  Priest  of  great  piety  and 
ability,  was  appointed  to  the  parish  of  St.  John*s.  In  the  year  1753, 
however,  the  Bishop  finding  himsel?  through  his  increasing  infirmities 
quite  unable  to  bear  the  burden  of  the  Ecclesiastical  duties  in  St. 
Mary's  requested  Father  Molloy  to  assume  its  pastorship,  and  on 
the  30th  of  May,  1753,  formally  appointed  him  its  Parish-Priest, 
reserving  to  himself  a  life  pension  of  £10  per  annum.  At  the  same 
time  the  Rev.  Philip  Purcell  was  appointed  Parish-Priest  of  St. 
John's  in  succession  to  Father  Molloy.  This  appointment  to  St. 
Mary's  gave  rise  to  a  lengthened  controversy  during  the  Episcopate 
of  Dr.  Dunne's  successor.  Practically,  however,  the  decision  was  in 
favour  of  Father  Molloy's  appointment,  and  he  continued  in  possession 
till  his  death,  in  1789. 

Another  appointment  made  by  Dr.  Dunne,  in  the  year  1753,  is 
not  without  iaterest.  The  original  parchment,  with  the  Bishop's 
seal  and  signature,  is  preserved  in  the  Diocesan  Archives : 

"  Jacobus  Bernardus  Dunne,  miseratione  Divina  et  Sanctse  Sedjs 
Apostolica3  gratia  Episcopus  Osssriensis,  Dilecto  nostro  F.  Thomse 
Paye,  presbytero  regular!  Dioecesis  nostrse  salutem  in  Domino. 

Cum  paucis  ab  hino  annis  et  quidem  virtute  decreti  Apostolici, 
Parochialem  Ecclesiam  de  Castlecomber  nostra  Dioecesis  latius  utpote 
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diffusam  quam  ut  ab  uno  duntaxat  Eectore  posset  gubernari,  in  duas 
partes  distinxerimus  et  suum  cuique  parti  Eectorem  assignaverimus  ; 
bine  istam  prsefatse  curse  partem  de  Muckallee  et  Disart  nuncupatani 
quam  nuper  possedit  et  gubernavit  defunctus  Dominus  Jacobus 
Kavanagb  nostrse  Diocesis  Arcbidiaconus,  cujus  occurrente  vacatione, 
collatio,  provisio  et  quievis  alia  dispositio  ad  nos  ratione  nostr^e  dig- 
nitatis Episcopalis  pleno  jure  spectat  et  pertinet,  liberam  nunc  et 
vacantem  per  mortem  prsefati  Domini  Kavanagb  ultimi  et  immediati 
supradictse  partis  Eectoris  ac  possesoris  pacifici,  tibi  licet  Eegulari,  de 
dicta  tamen  Parocbia  per  multos  annos  op  time  merito,  et  olim  ab 
ipsis  HiBterodoxis  tempore  persecutionis  indulgenter  admisso,  tibi 
inquam,  prsesenti  et  acceptanti,  sufficienti,  capaci,  et  idoneo  ad  supra- 
dictam  partem  Parocbialis  Ecclesiie  de  Castlecomber  obtinendum, 
regendum,  et  gubernandum  contulimus  et  donavimus  conferimusque 
et  donamus,  ac  de  ilia  illiusque  juribus  et  pertiuentiis  et  emolumentis 
universis  providimus  et  providemus.  Quocirca  venerabili  Domino 
Arcbidiacono  nostrse  Dioecesis,  vel  ejus  Vicario,  vel  ipsis  absentibus 
cuilibet  etiam  Presbytero  nostrse  Dioecesis  mandamus  quatenus  te  in 
possessionem  corporalem,  realem,  et  actualem  prsefatse  partis  Ecclesise 
de  Castlecomber  illiusque  jurium  et  pertinentium  ponat  et  inducat 
adbibitis  solemnitatibus  quse  commode  fieri  possunt,  et  jure  cujuslibet 
salvo. 

Datum  Kilkennise  sub  signo  sigilloque  nostro  manuali  et  cbiro- 
grapbo  Domini  Patritii  MoUov,  Vicarii  nostri  Generalis  abseute 
Sacretario  nostro  ordinario,  bac  die  13  mensis  Julii,  anno  Domini, 
1753. 

Jacobus  Beenardus  Dunne, 

Episcopus  Ossoriensis. 

De  mandato  lilustrissimi  D.D.  mei  Episcopi  Ossoriensis. 

Pateitius  Molloy,  pro  bae  vice  Secretarius. 

Dr.  Dunne  retired  to  France  in  1757,  and  died  tbere  on  tbe  30tb 
of  April,  1758.  In  consequence  of  tbe  dissensions  tbat  continued  to 
disturb  tbe  Diocese  after  Dr.  Dunne's  demise,  tbe  Bishop  of  Kildare, 
Dr.  James  O'Keeffe,  was  appointed  temporary  Administrator  of  tbe  See, 
tbe  duties  of  which  office  he  continued  to  discharge  till  the  appoint- 
ment of  Thomas  De  Burgo. 
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We  must  reserve  for  the  next  volume  of  the  Transactions  of  the 
Archffiological  Society  the  sketch  of  the  Lives  of  the  Bishops  who 
succeeded  Dr.  Dunne.    It  will  suffice  here  to  add  their  names  : 


Thomas  Be  Buego 

A.D.  1759 

to  1776. 

JoHjf  Thomas  Troy 

„  1776 

„  1786. 

John  Dunjs^e 

„  1787 

„  1789. 

James  Laniga?^" 

„  1789 

»  1812. 

Kyrait  Marum 

„  1814 

„  1827. 

William  Kinsella 

„  1829 

„  1845. 

Ed  WARD  Walsh 

„  184G 

1872. 

26 
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Addition  to  Paper  on  Clonkene  Leix,  by  Eev.  M. 
comeeford,  p.p. 

The  followmg  passage,  referring  to  the  Siege  of  the  Castle, 
occurs  in  "  The  Irish  Confederation  and  War,  1642-3."  Edited  by 
Mr.  Gilbert  :— 

^' Ballinekilly  was  a  collony  of  English  planted  there  by  Sir 
(Thomas)  Eidgeway,  whoe  was  Vice-Treasurer  in  Ireland  in  the  reign 
of  King  James,  and  by  him  made  Earle  of  Londonderry.    It  is  seated 
among  woods,  in  a  place  soe  watered  with  springs  as  afforded  the 
Earle  convenience  to  make  many  fish  ponds  neare  the  Castle  hee 
built  there  ;  which  hee  likewise  fortified  with  a  strong  wall,  and  that 
with  turrets  and  flanckers  ;  besides  that  the  towne  since  it  had  been 
planted  was  well  inhabited,  the  iron  mill  there  kept  many  lustie  men 
at  worke ;  and  all  these,  together  with  such  of  the  English  as  were 
tennants  of  the  mannor,  or  in  their  neighbourhood,  when  first  the 
unbridled  multitude,  casting  off  all  obedience  to  the  Government, 
began  to  pillage  the  Protestants,  repaired  thither  and  added  to  the 
strength  of  the  -plebce  many  new  workes,  filling  them  with  water 
which  the  ground  naturally  afforded  them  in  great  plenty  ;  so  there 
being  noe  want  of  provision  of  all  kinds,  the  place  might  have  well 
been  judged  impregnable  against  an  army  that  without  ordnance 
came  to  besiege  it.     However  the  Lord   Mountgarrett  might  be 
excused  in  not  haveing  given  his  consent  to  the  battaile  of  Eosse,  yet 
not  only  his  advise,  but  his  earnest  desire  concurred  to  the  siege  of 
Ballinekilly,  for  the  interest  of  his  estate,  which  neared  uppon  it, 
and  the  quiet  of  the  tennants,  who  were  much  infested  by  the  daily 
incursions  of  the  garrison  ;  and  the  General  was  the  more  willing  to 
try  his  fortune,  and  not  to  be  deterred  by  the   improbability  of 
success,  and  he  was  sure  the  forces  under  his  command  could  suffer 
no  want,  how  long  soever  he  might  be  forced  to  sit  before  the  place, 
by  reason  of  the  power  of  the  Lord  Mountgarrett  had  in  the  County 
Kilkenny,  whence  the  army  was  to  be  supplied.    Wherefore,  having 
summoned  the  Castle,  after  some  smart  sallies  made  in  several 
quarters,  he  sat  before  it  with  that  animosity  of  both  sides,  that  the 
besieged  flung  out  into  the  camp  the  heads  of  some  of  the  besiegers 
whom  they  had  killed,  and  the  l^esiegers  staked  up  in  the  lik©  mmuQv 
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some  of  the  heads  of  the  besieged  in  the  sight  of  the  Castle.   But  we  ^ 
must  leave  the  General  here  advancing  but  slowly  to  the  enterprise, 
until  we  convey  his  means  from  Spain  to  compass  his  design. 

"  We  have  formerly  mentioned  that  the  Supreame  Councill  made 
it  part  of  their  first  care  to  employ  agents  in  foreign  parts,  to  implore 
such  assistance  as  they  persuaded  themselves  Catholicke  Princes 
would  liberally  contribute  to  maintain  the  common  cause.  Of  these 
thus  designed,  Father  James  Talbot,  of  St.  Augustine's,  was  appointed 
for  Spain,  and  a  commission  sent  by  him,  wherein  he  was  jointly 
intrusted,  with  Father  Luke  Wadding,  Professor  o£  Divinity  in 
Salamanca,  to  agitate  the  affairs  of  the  Confederate  Catholickes  in 
that  Court.  Upon  this  application,  to  v/hich  care  was  given,  and 
which  therefore  was,  beyond  several  other  solicitations  in  the  behalf  of 
provinces  and  persons  then  likewise  on  foot,  preferred,  because  it 
seemed  to  be  made  by  the  body  of  the  nation,  20,000  Crowns  were  had, 
and  those,  according  to  the  instructions  given  to  Father  Talbot,  were 
for  the  most  part  disposed  in  arms  and  ammunition  in  2  iron  guns  of 
24j  pounds  a-piece,  and  an  iron  mortar-piece ;  and  by  a  strange  con- 
juncture of  accidents,  the  ordinance  which  was  to  be  instrumental  in 
the  taking  of  Ballinekiily,  was,  upon  no  such  design,  shipped  in  Spain 
the  sam©  day  the  siege  was  laid  to  it.  When  advertisement  was 
brought  to  the  Councell  of  the  arrival  of  the  ship  at  Dungarvan, 
wherein  Father  Talbot  came  with  these  provisions,  they  sent  Dr. 
Gerald  Fennell,  one  of  the  Councell,  and  Mr.  Geffi-y  Baron  thither  to 
take  care  of  so  precious  a  commodity  as  her  lading  them  was,  and  to 
see  it  safely  conveyed  to  Waterford,  from  whence  the  gun  and  mortar- 
piece,  with  all  their  necessaries  which  were  brought  along  so  un- 
expectedly to  beat  down  part  of  the  Castle,  and  that  a  bomb  falling 
directly  on  the  top  of  the  roof,  broke  it  and  the  planks,  partitions  and 
beams,  two  lofts  under  it,  to  the  loss  of  some  of  the  besieged,  and 
terror  of  all,  and  that  advertisement  was  brought  them  how  Colonel 
Crafford,  who  was  advanced  as  far  as  Monasterevan  with  a  strong 
party  to  relieve  them,  was  there  defeated  by  the  Earl  of  Castlehaven, 
whom  the  General  sent  with  some  forces  to  stop  his  passage ;  and 
that  the  Earle  in  his  way  to  Monasterevan,  had  cut  off  Captain 
Hetherington's  troop,  and  killed  himself,  they  conceived  it  fit  to  call 
for  quarter,  and  having  capitulated  to  be  allowed  3  score  muskets, 
and  a  convoy  to  Dublin,  they  gave  up  the  place,  leaving  their 
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*  magazines  stored  with  provisions  of  all  sorts,  and  the  country  freed 
from  their  excursions." 

In  a  Eeturn  regarding  the  state  of  Popery,  made  in  1731,  it  is 
stated  that  in  the  parish  of  Clonkeen  there  was  "  one  Mass  house,  a 
wooden  covering  in  ye  fields— one  schoolmaster;  the  Popish  priest, 
William  Keating.  In  Ballyroane,  one  schoolmaster."  (From  original 
in  Public  Record  Office,  Dublin.)  In  Heywood  demesne  the  site 
is  pointed  out  of  the  humble  thatched  chapel  that  preceded  the 
present  parish  church.  The  adjoining  lake  is  designated  as  the  Mass 
Lough,  no  doubt  from  its  vicinity  to  the  chapel,  and  perhaps  from 
the  Holy  Sacrifice  having  been  celebrated  in  penal  times  in  the  place 
before  a  chapel  existed.  The  following  anecdote  is  handed  down  in 
connection  with  this  place  In  the  pastorate  of  Dr.  Cahill,  a  Friar, 
named  M'Grillicuddy,  used  to  come  from  his  residence  at  Kenmare, 
County  Kerry,  each  Easter  time,  to  help  the  pastor  in  hearing  con- 
fessions. Dr.  Cahill,  by  way  of  compensation,  presented  him  on  each 
occasion  with  a  pair  of  riding  boots.  It  happened  at  one  time  that  a 
quarrel  got  up  between  these  holy  men,  in  consequence  of  which  the 
Friar  left  when  the  work  had  been  only  gone  half  through  ;  the  story 
goes  that  Dr,  Cahill  sent  after  him  one  hoot  of  the  intended  i)air. 

DYSART  GALLEN. 

The  ruins  of  the  former  parochial  church  of  Dysart  Gallen  still 
remain.  We  find  them  thus  described  by  the  Rev.  John  O'Hanlon, 
"  Lives  of  Irish  Saints,"  vol.  I.,  p.  40.  After  referring  to  the  beauty 
of  the  locality,  the  writer  says  :  "  The  old  ecclesiastical  building  here 
has  been  divided  into  nave  and  choir.  .  .  .  The  choir  is  utterly 
ruinous,  as  indeed  it  is  described  to  have  been  so  tar  back  as  1615, 
as  we  find  from  the  "  Liber  Regalis  Visitationis  "  of  that  date.  The 
foundations  show  it  to  have  been  about  20  feet  in  length  by  14  in 
width.  The  nave  walls  are  in  much  better  preservation.  These 
measure  40  feet  in  length  by  20  in  breadth.  The  walls  are  over  three 
feet  in  thickness.  A  great  part  of  the  side  walls  are  removed,  but  in 
two  of  them  doorways  may  yet  be  traced.  Two  windows  are  also 
visible.  The  western  gable  is  still  very  perfect,  but  it  is  terminated 
by  a  tottering  belfry.  A  large  window  likewise  pierced  it.  A  gable 
wall  surmounted  the  beautifully  pointed  stone  arch  near  the  choir. 
The  walls  of  this  church  seem  to  have  been  well  cemented.  They  are 
built  of  grit  and  limestone  materials.   The  base  of  an  old  cross  is  to  be 
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seen  built  into  ii  wall  on  tlie  adjacent  roadside.  This  has  been  prob- 
ably removed  from  its  former  place  in  connection  with  the  church. 
St.  Manchan,  surnamed  the  Wise,  of  Disert-mic-Cuilinn,  in  Leoghis 
of  Leinster,  now  Dysart  Gallen,  lived  here  in  the  seventh  century. 
His  death  took  place  in  <)48,  according  to  the  "  Four  Masters,"  or 
according  to  the  Annals  of  Ulster,  in  651.  His  feast  is  set  down  in 
the  martyrology  of  Tallaght,  as  occurring  on  the  2nd  of  January, 
"  Manchani  Sapiens and  in  the  Mart,  Donegal,  at  same  day  : 
Mainchine,  Sage,  of  Disert-mac-Cuilinn,  in  Leoghis,  of  Leinster." 

"A.D.  139-L.  The  Earl  of  Ormonde  collected  his  forces  [and 
marched]  into  Leinster  to  plunder  it,  and  burned  and  destroyed  Gailine 
(Disert  Gallen)  and  O'Keily's  country  of  Magh  Druchtain  in  Laoigliiw, 
and  then  returned  home."    (Four  Masters.) 

On  a  hill  adjoining  Dysart  Gallen,  called  Knockardagur,  stood  a 
castle,  of  which  scarcely  any  portion  now  remains.  In  the  list  of 
"  Proclaimed  traitors  and  rebels,  1641-2,"  we  find  the  name  of 
Barnaby  Dempsy,  of  Knockardegur,  in  the  Queen's  County.  He  was 
of  the  Clanmalier  family,  and,  no  doubt,  resided  in  this  fortress.  The 
chapel-of-ease  of  the  parish  of  Balhnakill,  one  of  the  handsomest 
country  chapels  in  the  county  is  placed  here. 

CLONKEEN 

was  the  title  of  an  ancient  parochial  district,  the  old  church  of  which 
still  exists  in  ruins.  It  is  of  apparently  great  antiquity,  and  is  di- 
vided into  two  portions  that  would  represent  nave  and  chancel, 
except  that  there  is  a  solid  wal]  separating  them  apparently  as  old  as 
the  rest  of  the  building,  and  only  pierced  by  a  window  high  up. 
Dimensions  :  nave,  45  feet  by  22  feet ;  chancel  (if  it  may  be  called 
so),  25  feet  by  18  feet.  Colgan  speaks  in  one  place  of  St.  Fintan 
having  been  born  in  Olonkeen  of  Leix  ;  if  so,  then  this  place  may  lay 
claim  to  the  honour  of  having  given  birth  to  one  of  our  greatest  Irish 
Saints. 

The  following  are  the  particulars  given  by  Archdall  in  Mouast. 
Hib.,  in  reference  to  Cluainchaoin  (Olonkeen). 

Cluainchaoin  was  an  ancient  monastery  not  far  from  Cloncnagh. 

The  following  Saints  are  recorded  as  Bishops  heie  : 

St.  Fintan,  a  holy  Anchorite,  who  died  A.D.  860.  (In  the 
martyrology  of  Donegal,  at  7th  Feb.,  Fiontain,  Friest  of  Cluain- 
Caoin/'  is  calendared.) 
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Arvinius,  or  Aaron,  wliose  festival  is  lield  on  the  first  of  August. 
Dimocus,  or  Modimocus,  whose  feast  is  observed  on  the  8th  of 
December. 

Daghseus,  whose  feast  was  helc!  on  the  18th  of  August,  and  St. 
Fintan,  who  was  also  a  Priest  of  this  abbey  ;  his  feast  is  com- 
nieuiorated  on  the  lltb  of  May. 

ST.  CRONAN'S 

is  another  place  of  antiquarian  interest  in  this  neighbourhood.  There 
exist  only  the  merest  vestiges  of  its  ancient  church,  but  sufficient  to 
show  that  its  dimensions  were  45  feet  by  20  feet.  Many  saints  of 
this  name  are  recorded  in  the  Irish  calendars ;  after  which  of  these 
the  place  now  referred  to  is  named,  is  not  known.  The  ruin  is 
surrounded  by  an  ancient  burial  ground,  and  amongst  its  denizens  are 
some  ecclesiastics.  Over  one  grave  is  a  stone  with  the  following  in- 
scription :  "  Here  lies  the  body  of  the  Eev.  Denis  Conran,  parish- 
priest  of  Balliuakill,  who  departed  this  life  the  6th  October,  1794, 
aged  76  years.  The  charity,  pious  zeal,  and  exemplary  conduct  that 
distinguished  his  life  and  gained  him  universal  esteem,  render  his 
death  sincerely  lamented  by  all  his  acquaintance,  particularly  his 
parishioners.  Also  the  body  of  the  Eev.  John  Barron,  who  departed 
this  life  the  10th  of  April  (  ),  in  the  31st  year  of  his  age.  May 
their  souls  rest  in  peace— Amen."  Father  Barron  was  an  Ossory 
priest,  a  native  of  the  adjoining  parish  of  Ballyragget.  Two  other 
priests  who  officiated  in  this  parish,  De  Leyne  and  O'Shea,  are  thought 
to  be  also  interred  here.  An  Inquisition  taken  at  Maryborough  on 
the  7th  September,  1607,  shows  that  the  Kectories  of  Kilcronan,  Disert- 
Gallen,  and  Clonkeen,  with  many  others  in  the  Queen's  County, 
belonged  to  the  Augustinian  Priory  of  Grreat  Connall,  County  Kildare. 

SUCCESSION  OF  PAEISH  PEIESTS. 
In  the  Registry  of  Popish  Parish-Priests,  made  in  1704, 

CONNAL  !5^00EE 

appears  as  "P.P.  of  TuUore,  Disert  Galen,  and  Clonkeen.  He 
was  ordained  in  1666,  at  Dublin,  by  Dr.  P.  Plunkett,  Bishop  of 
Meath ;  resided  at  Iron  Mills,  in  the  Barony  of  Cullenagh,  was  then 
aged  59,  and  his  two  sureties  were  Henry  Toole,  of  Logacurrin,  gent., 
and  John  Eussell,  of  Castlewood,  in  said  county,  gent.  To  the 
decrees  of  a  provincial  Synod,  held  at  Dublin  ou  the  1st  of  August* 
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1688,  we  find  the  name  of  Connal  Moore  attaclied  as  Vicar-Qeneral 
and  deputy  of  the  Chapter  of  Leighlin  (Collection  published  1770.) 
This  priest  was  of  the  princely  family  of  O'More  ;  tradition  has  it 
that  he  was  nearly  related  to  Sarsfiold,  which  is  more  than  probable, 
as  Sarsfield's  mother  was  the  daughter  of  Eory  O'More.  It  is  also 
handed  down  that  the  death  of  that  general  was  made  known  to 
Father  Moore  in  a  dream.  When  this  priest  died  is  not  known,  but 
that  it  occurred  previous  to  1731  is  ascertained  from  the  return  made 
to  the  House  of  Lords  in  that  year,  in  which  the  Popish  Priest  is 
stated  to  be 

William  Keating. 
This  Priest,  no  doubt,  is  the  same  who  is  buried  at  Arless,  and 
upon  whose  tomb  is  the  following  inscription  :  "  Here  lieth  the  body 
of  the  Eev.  William  Keating,  who  departed  this  life  November  12th, 
1755,  aged  74  years.  Eequiescat  in  peace."  The  next  in  succession 
was 

The  Eev.  G-arkett  Keating, 
as  we  learn  from  the  official  return  made  in  April,  1766,  in  which  the 
name  of  that  ;Priest  is  given  as  Popish  Priest  of  this  parish.  The 
precise  date  of  his  death  has  not  been  ascertained,  nor  where  he  lies 
interred,  but  probably  he,  too,  is  buried  at  Arless,  of  which  parish  he 
and  his  predecessor  appear  to  have  been  natives. 

The  Eev.  Denis  Conean 
succeeded.    He  died  in  1794,  as  his  epitaph  at  St.  Cronan's  testifies. 
The  Eev.  William  Cahill,  D.D., 

was  the  succeeding  Parish-Priest.     He  discharged  the  duties  of 
Parish-Priest  for  twenty-one  years,  and  dying  in  1816, 
The  Eev.  Eoger  Molony 

succeeded.  This  pastor  died  in  1824,  upon  whose  demise  the  new 
parish  of  Abbeyleix  was  formed. 

The  Eev.  James  Delany 
was  appointed  to  the  now  distinct  parish  of  Ballinakill.    He  survived 
until  August  22nd,  1874,  when  he  was  succeeded  by 

The  Eev.  Andrew  Dempset, 
the  present  worthy  pastor. 


COERIGENDA. 


Page  114, 

Line    15,  for  160a  rcvad  1G96. 

115, 

17,  for  lier  read  his. 

118, 

6,  for  1796  read  1798. 

134, 

13,  for  course  read  source. 

1B5, 

,j     18,  for  7m  leen  read  has  become. 

J)  5> 

„     28,  for  old  gable  read  East  gable. 

38,  for  singular  top  read  circular  top. 

„  141, 

„     30,  for  200  read  1200. 

146,  foot-note,  add  :  "  Amongst  those  expelled  on  this 
occasion  was  Eobert  Hartpoole,  M.P.,  for  Borough 
of  Carlow." 
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